Bicknell Town Council Meeting
May 1, 2025
Meeting minutes
Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance
Mayor Noreen Johnson called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call
Mayor Noreen Johnson conducted a roll call. Present were Gregg Anderson, Carrie Brinkerhoff, Steve Albrecht, Scott Woolsey, and Noreen Johnson. Laura Lasco was also in attendance. Kelsey Brinkerhoff and Weston Johnson arrived later during the meeting.
Approval of Minutes
The council reviewed and approved the minutes from the April 3rd Bicknell Town Council Meeting and the April 24th Bicknell Town Work Meeting. There was a brief discussion about the incorrect title on the April 3rd minutes, which was noted to be changed from "work meeting" to "council meeting."
Kerry made a motion to approve the April 3rd Bicknell Town Council Meeting minutes. Gregg seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. Steve made a motion to approve the April 24th Bicknell Town Work Meeting minutes. Gregg seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Public Comments
Laura Lasco provided an update on the town garden project. She mentioned that Wayne, who had called to inquire about the progress, was pleased with the updates he had been receiving from Carrie. Laura explained that the project had faced some delays due to weather conditions and personal circumstances, but the dirt work had been completed. She also mentioned that David had suggested using a metal roof and metal poles, and they were waiting for color charts to make selections.
Business
Dave Vandyke-Culinary Water
Mayor Johnson provided a recap of the Bicknell Bottoms water line situation. Currently, there are 13 hookups on the line. Riley Taylor had previously requested additional hookups, and a study by Ensign suggested the possibility of 13 more hookups, but with no fire flow and pending fire marshal approval.
Dave Van Dyke had requested a minimum of 20 water hookups for a proposed subdivision further east. He offered to upgrade the line to an 8-inch line, install fire suppression, and add a chlorination pump if necessary. The council discussed the implications of extending water services that far out of town, noting that it would be closer to Torrey than Bicknell.
The council expressed concerns about the long-term obligations and limited benefits for Bicknell Town. After the discussion, the council decided against approving the request.
Steve Albrecht made a motion to deny Dave VanDyke's request for 20 culinary water hookups. Kerry Stevens seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Thom Hunter - UDOT Safe School Routes
Carrie Brinkerhoff reported on behalf of Thom Hunter, who was unable to attend. She mentioned that there was no immediate rush to apply for the UDOT Safe School Routes program. The application deadline would be May 2026 for the following fiscal year. The program requires a 6.77% matching fund, and projects in the range of $300,000 to $500,000 were preferred. The council discussed the possibility of the school district contributing to the matching funds.
The council also discussed potential projects, including sidewalks, highway markers, and signs. Scott Woolsey was tasked with obtaining bids for sidewalk work to have an idea of the costs.
Planning & Zoning Report
Jim Dudleston reported that the Planning and Zoning Commission had been working on the home occupation ordinance, which was approximately 90% complete. He anticipated that it would be finalized in the next month. The council discussed reviewing this ordinance in conjunction with Section 16 of the existing building and zoning regulations to ensure clarity and consistency.
Bicknell Town Irrigation Water Ordinance No. 05-01-2025
The council reviewed the Bicknell Town Irrigation Water Ordinance. It was noted that the fee schedule had been removed from the ordinance itself, as previously discussed.
Gregg made a motion to pass the Bicknell Town Irrigation Water Ordinance No. 05-01-2025. Weston seconded the motion. A roll call vote was conducted, and the ordinance passed unanimously.
Fee Schedule- Irrigation Monthly/ Hook-up
The council discussed and approved the fee schedule for irrigation water. They set the monthly residential rate at $16.25 and the commercial rate at $40.00. The hookup fee was set at $100.00.
Steve made a motion to pass the fee schedule for irrigation water with a $100 hookup fee and monthly rates of $16.25 for residential and $40 for commercial. Kerry seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Unified Water Infrastructure Plan
Mayor Johnson explained the requirement to list water projects for the next 20 years to be eligible for state funding. The council discussed and prioritized various water infrastructure projects, including:
1. Brinkerhoff spring line under the swamp
1. Irrigation line from pond to pump
1. Replace the mountain spring line with HDPE
1. Extend the current HDPE line to town
1. Redevelop springs
1. Replace culinary valves
1. Replace secondary lines and valves
1. Upgrade culinary water meters
1. Stormwater project
1. Irrigation meter project
The council noted that cost estimates would be needed for each project, and Carrie Brinkerhoff was tasked with obtaining these figures from the engineer, Brennan.
Budget
Kelsey Brinkerhoff presented the tentative budget for review. Changes from the previous draft included increased funding for park repairs and maintenance and the addition of funds for elections. The council discussed allocating funds for road maintenance, including the possibility of crack sealing and chip sealing. It was decided to allocate $25,000 for repairs and maintenance in the Class C Roads budget.
Kerry made a motion to approve the draft budget with the discussed changes. Gregg seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Member Reports
Mayor: Noreen Johnson reminded the council about the upcoming regional growth summit on Tuesday. She also discussed plans for the town's July celebration, which will be held on July 26th. The council debated various names for the event and discussed allowing school groups to set up fundraising booths.
Gregg Anderson: Reported that they were waiting on Ensign Engineering to complete work so that information could be put online.
Kerry Stevens: Mentioned plans for weed spraying around town properties.
Steve Albrecht: Discussed the need for addressing issues with dogs running loose in town and suggested including a reminder in the town newsletter.
Carrie Brinkerhoff: Attended a CDBG meeting and mentioned that reimbursement for the greenhouse project would not be available until after the project was complete.
Scott Woolsey: Provided updates on water systems, including flow rates at Mountain Springs at 42 gallons a minute and Brinkerhoff Spring had pumped just over 50,000 gallons. He also mentioned issues with watercress growth at Brinkerhoff Spring and discussed potential solutions. Scott reported on various maintenance tasks completed and planned.
Kelsey Brinkerhoff: Attended a URS meeting and training session. She also presented the council with a list of bills. Kerry made a motion to pay the bills. Weston seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Miscellaneous
Closed Session as permitted by Utah Code Annotated Section 52-4-205(1)(a)
There were no other items on the agenda, so the council went into a closed session to discuss personal reviews.
Adjournment
The regular meeting was adjourned, and the council entered into a closed session.
