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80 West Center ~ P.O. Box 183 ~ Loa, UT  84747
Phone 435.836.2160 ~ Fax 435.836.2266
Mayor – Cody Grundy ~ Town Clerk – Michelle Brian ~ Town Treasurer – Amber Perkins


May 8, 2025, Meeting Minutes

The mayor welcomes everyone to the meeting. Town board members present: Chris Olsen is present, Don Bone is present, Derek Woolsey is present, Kori Brown is present, Michelle Brian is present, Cody Peterson is present, Jeanette is absent. 

[bookmark: _Hlk29388682]Public Attendance: Barbara Tewell, Travis Van Orden, Andy & Cena Rasmussen

Arsenic Testing Results for last month: Blend is .98, well #2 is .93, well #3 is .104 

Business Items:

Cody let them know that they also have all three meters aren’t working at the wells now. The one was showing a flow, but it was giving a gallon read and it’s been doing that since March of 2024. Matt was trying to get Scholzens to order new one’s last year and they kept putting him off. Cody attempted but encountered another issue that prevented them from obtaining new ones, like their meter guy just quit or they were on back order, and it just takes time. Now they are blaming the scada system that Sunrise put in but Matt said they hadn’t been working before that so that can’t be true. They just keep coming back with excuses to get out of the warranty. We aren’t giving up. Cody is going to be more persistent at calling and bugging them enough that they will finally get them here. They mayor said they had excuse after excuse when we went through them with our master meters for the town. He said the weed people came and sprayed the parks and cemetery.  The mayor told Cody to get the red kiosk put up. The concrete is poured for it, so it just needs to be put up.

The sprinkler issue at the cemetery. Cody has tried everything to find all lines but there is still one that he doesn’t know where it is. It is the only one that works off a timer, but he has no idea how to change it or turn it on or off. Derek tried to find it with his locater, and they think it may be under the asphalt. Matt didn’t know where it was and neither did Charley. The system was put in so many years ago that it may just need to upgrade so that it is more effective. Cody would love to have one box with all the controls too. It may be worth looking into getting some bids or seeing if anyone could help design a new system if that is what it takes. Michelle said this would be considered something that perpetual care money could be used for since it would be long term. Some suggestions were Mountainland, Brad from Peterson’s and Aaron Jensen to see if any of them designed systems or knew anyone that did or could come look and see what would need to be done. There was some discussion on the trees out to the cemetery as well and that they need to come down. They are taking up plot space and they lift the ground around them and make a mess. They just need to be all taken out. No decisions were made; Cody will reach out to a few people about the sprinklers and see what he can find out. Derek said he could probably help take out trees. They also talked a little about the thermostats at the civic center and Cody had called someone but they haven’t called him back so he will have to try again. They discussed the drainage issue at the civic center and Jesse was going to come over and see what they thought. Once they come up with a plan then we can bid it out. 

Michelle gave them all a copy of the master fee schedule list that the p and z had started. She listed the ones in yellow what the existing fees are, and the others are thoughts from the p and z. She said the land use I think we will try to do more direct cost if Todd says that will work and the p and z will need to figure out all the land use ones, but the rest are kind of up to the town council. She said the two minor subdivision ones she just barely did the engineering fees were like $250 so that would have been great to have this set up so she could just directly bill the applicant for those fees and recoup that cost. Then cover advertising and additional reviews by administration. Anyway, just take this copy with you and think about what numbers need to be changed and there will be more discussion next month. 

Michelle said she had three applications for the civic center cleaning and wondered if there was a deadline they wanted to put on. They advertised for a month. She felt like they have enough to interview or at least put a deadline on and then interview. The other job Michelle had a prospective person that would be interested in the job who applied, but she didn’t think she could do it during the summer because she needs a babysitter so she wasn’t sure if they would even consider her. Michelle felt like she had great qualifications and would be a good fit for the job. Michelle talked to Jeanette, and she was willing to work as needed throughout the summer to make it work for the person. She was the only person that had turned in an application for that job, but Michelle felt like she would be great if they could make it work for her. They just put the deadline for May 16 for the cleaning job and then they will set up interviews. Since this one applicant is the only that has applied for Jeanette’s position, they will see if they can work around this person’s schedule through the summer and see how she feels and how Michelle feels at the end of the summer. If she thinks it will be something that she can continue to do great and if not, they will try advertising again.  Michelle won’t be a part of the interviews for the civic center since her daughter-in-law is one of the applicants. Chris said she can help, Kori said she could also help interview. They also talked about Don interviewing and Derek offered to help also. Michelle said she would just close it on May 16 and then see who was available when they set an interview date. 

Roger was not able to make it to the meeting; they wanted to discuss the booster and how it was affecting the people closest to that area. Cody P. has the pump running wide open right now. Derek asked, so when the county booster kicks on draws it down enough that people are complaining. Cody said he doesn’t know how their booster works but right now it is running the max of what it can run without overworking it. He cannot turn it up any higher. He said it makes some bad noise though so hopefully it is still good. We just had it rebuilt so it should last for quite a while. It has a new frequency drive as well. Cody said if you update that pump and get a bigger one then the frequency drive won’t work. The mayor said a bigger pump probably won’t help anyway because the size of lines would be too small. The people that are saying they don’t have pressure is because it is pumping up hill to them, they aren’t getting any gravity feed. Michelle said he’s had the best pressure he’s ever had right now. Cody said, well the ballfield isn’t on yet and there are also not a lot of people that have things turned on either. They don’t know where the old line goes, it dead ends at the canal so they don’t know if it crosses there or not. They think Rustin is probably the last one on the system in that direction and they have complained about low pressure. They think the line must go past the road shed and straight up and across the ditch because the low pressure is happening at those two homes the most. Originally the line was put in many years ago to accommodate ball fields that Ralph Prater was going to do but that never happened, so then it was used to water the track for the horse races but only for a short time because they started using trucks to do that instead. That was 40 years ago then it just sat vacant for many years. So, the county figured because the line was already existing, they would just tap into it and use it. They didn’t communicate with the town that they were hooking on. They claimed they had it engineered but no one contacted Matt about the pump or anything so not sure what happened there. They added a booster, because that’s what they thought they would need, but the town just found out about it all and Roger come in last year to talk about it. They haven’t been paying the town for pump fees all these years either, so we aren’t sure why they didn’t think to come and talk to the council first. They had asked Roger to bring the engineered plans so that their own engineer could see what they had come up with, but he never did. He said that Mountain land just did it basically and Harward and Rees put the booster pump in. Roger came to a meeting, and they discussed what had happened and the town just said if we don’t get complaints, you can stay tapped in the line but if we have complaints then the county will have to put their own pump in. The question now is, has there always been pressure issues and the system is just not a good system to begin with or has the booster and that line added more than it can handle and its making things worse. Is the low pressure happening now because they are hooked on or has the fact that they hooked on just made a problem more apparent. Chris said I think there have always been some low-pressure issues for people. Michelle said she asked Jessica Grundy how her pressure has been the last two years compared to years previous. She said they had a lot of problems last year and they are still having problems this year. Michelle then asked have you always had issues with pressure? She said yes, we have had issues before now, but Matt was always able to turn the pump up and it was enough but in the last two years it hasn’t helped like it used to. Michelle also asked Annette how things had been for them in the last couple of years, mostly last year since the county hasn’t started watering yet. She said it is great right now. So, then Michelle said did you have pressure issues last year and she said Kevin said yes, we have always had Matt turn up the pump every year and it has been worse probably the last 3 years. Cody P. said we should probably ask Doug Oyler too. Cody P. said soon we are going to meter those ponds and when the town has used its shares, they will be shutting them down and that is going to really upset people. There are some that overuse what they own so they will get an awakening when the water gets shut off. The ones that abuse the system are going to ruin it for everyone else. It is part of our secondary meter exemption so we will be forced to do it, and it will change things for people. Cody said as far as this issue is concerned, I think we’d have to have the line pressure tested by an engineer and see if the booster is affecting the system. They can see if Jesse can look at it when he is here for the civic center and give us some directions. Before we can address the problem, we need to find out if the problem is being caused by the booster or if it is just an issue that would happen anyway because the pump is not adequate. The problem is when the town starts upgrading things then they must charge people more to pay for it and if they start charging more, they will move away from using irrigation because it will be cheaper to pay for culinary. The town has tried to keep it low enough to just cover costs and not put in any more fees because they know that people will eventually stop using their irrigation and that will hurt that company too. They will wait until the county starts watering and have the engineers do some testing and if they are not adding extra pull from the pump then they can stay hooked on but if it shows that when they are on it is causing issues then they will need to get off the pump. 

Action Items:

The mayor asked for a motion to approve the minutes for the April 10, 2025, meeting. Don motions to approve the minutes for the April 10, 2025, meeting minutes. Chris seconds the motion to approve April 10, 2025, meeting minutes. All others vote in favor. Minutes passed.

The mayor asked for a motion to approve accounts payable for May. Chris motions to approve accounts payable for May. Kori seconds the motion to approve accounts payable for May. All others voted in favor. Accounts payable are passed. The bank reconciliations and deposits for April were signed off. They signed off on the delinquent water list for April and the financial reports were also signed off. 

Andy Rasmussen said he was approved a few months ago for a minor lot split inside Loa Town, so he came to see what he needs to do to get approved for two meters, one for each lot that was split from the main parcel with the existing home. They will only want to install one soon and the other if they can just get the approval then they will let them know when that time comes. They will do the one straight across from Shane first. Cody Peterson is not sure where the water line runs down that street so if it happens to be on the other side then they would have to bore under the road to get to their lot. If boring the road isn’t possible then they will need to cut it and then fill it with cement rather than asphalt. Cody thinks it is on their side if he remembers correctly. Cody got his map to check. It appears that the line is on the west side of that road so that will be good. However, the second meter they have is on the other side of the road so they will need to bore that one. That will be at their expense. The mayor asks for a motion to approve the two-meter requests by Andy Rasmussen. Derek motions to approve the two-meter requests by Andy Rasmussen. Kori seconded the motion. All others voted in favor. If they just let Michelle know when they are ready, she can invoice them, and Cody Peterson will install it. 

Derek asked Cody Peterson if he has digital maps of the water system rather than the paper ones. He said no Jesse can get us something, but Matt had opted not to because of cost. Derek just said it just seems so much easier to be able to look at an area on his phone rather than have to come pull out the big maps every time. Derek said he runs a mapping system with Garkane and if they didn’t, they would be lost. Cody Peterson said he could maybe check with Jaden from Sunrise again. He was the inspector on the project. The lady that was at the training they went to with Six County said they offered GIS help too; it might be worth looking into with her as well. Michelle had her working on an asset inventory, but Jesse had to give her all the information that they had on pipes and timelines etc. so maybe once that got finished, she could work on a mapping system. 

Michelle said so as you all know Durran got approval for one meter for his son’s home out by his property. Well, apparently, they are doing a minor lot split and it’s in the county so the county will not do the split unless it has some kind of approval for water to the other lots. She told Colleen the town cannot promise water outside of town right now. She said just specify that the town will furnish water to the other two lots if the water is available. It won’t mean that it is guaranteed but it will mean that it’s possible. She just needs something that says if the town has enough water, it can be provided to the lots they are splitting off from his parent parcel. This would mean 3 additional meters besides the one that they did grant approval for. She is aware that this is not the best time to be giving out meters outside of town limits so that is why she wrote it in a way that would only be allowing for the additional meters if the town had the water available. Chris said I still feel like we really need to take a step back and look at these out-of-town connections. Michelle said she understands and that according to Colleen this letter does not hold the water hostage or means that the town must provide the water. If the town gets done with all the water right and decides that they cannot provide anymore meters out of town then they tell them that. Michelle said we don’t have a water ordinance yet, so it is all little hard to just say no without some sort of resolution or ordinance in place to protect the town. Kori said can’t we put a moratorium on any water connections out of town until we get things figured out with our water rights. Michelle said she can ask Todd if that is possible. As far as the Durran meters are concerned this letter should not be binding to provide the water to the additional three meters. It just says if available. All the in-town water comes first so this letter is just a letter for the possibility of water. But that is up to the town council to approve of so she will leave it up to them. The mayor said we need to get a water ordinance, but we can’t do that until we know what water we have so it may be a little while before that can happen. He says I ask if anyone would like to make a motion to approve this letter for the possibility of providing water to three additional meters for the Durran minor subdivision. Derek makes a motion to approve the letter for the possibility of three additional meters if the water is available. Kori seconded the motion to approve the letter for the possibility of three additional meters if the water is available for the Durran minor subdivision. All others voted in favor. Motion carried. 

The town has received two bids for portable toilets for the park and the cemetery. One from Kendell Williams and the other from Brig Blackburn. Royal Flush (Brig Blackburn) was $665 from May 26 to Labor Day. Then Kendell’s bid is $600 from May 21st-Sepember 3. Kendell’s is a little longer than Brig’s and cheaper. The mayor calls for a motion to accept Kendell William’s bid on the toilets. Don makes a motion to accept Kendell William’s bid on the toilets. Derek seconded the motion to accept Kendell William’s bid on the toilets. All others voted in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Michelle said OKAY there was a petition for annexation dated April 21, 2025, for the possible annexation of property with an approximate address of 425 S. Main Street submitted by Travis Van Orden on behalf of Leavitt Land Investment. The council has the option for approval of the petition to move to the next step or denial of the petition. If the council chooses to deny the petition, then there is a resolution number 2025-05 of reasons why there has been a denial to be adopted as well. Michelle said they had some discussion about it last month so she wasn’t sure if there was much more to discuss but if anyone had any questions or concerns now would be the time to address those. Michelle asked Travis if he had anything and he said no I think we talked about it well last month. The mayor reads that pursuant to Utah Code Annexation 10-2-405(1)(a)(i), the council can accept or deny for further consideration of annexation petition titled Road Creek Annexation Petition submitted by Leavitt Land Investments. He calls for a motion to accept or deny. Derek makes a motion to deny the annexation petition submitted by Leavitt Land Investment. Chris seconded the motion the motion to deny the annexation petition submitted by Leavitt Land Investment. All others voted to deny the annexation petition submitted by Leavitt Land Investment. They will deny the petition with a resolution setting reasons for the denial. This resolution will be passed with a roll call vote. The mayor reads the Resolution for denial, and it will be attached to the minutes as well as with the letters Michelle will send out to the county and the petitioners. He calls a roll call vote to pass and adopt the resolution for denial for the petition submitted by Leavitt Land Investment on this 8th day of April 2025. Roll call vote: Chris voted yes, Derek voted yes, Don voted yes, Kori voted yes, and the mayor also voted yes. The vote was unanimously passed and approved. Travis thanks them for their time and he will let the Leavitt’s know.  

As far as the vandalism at the park is concerned, Michelle talked to the teacher again and she was able to get some confessions, but she didn’t want to be the one that told on the kids involved. She said they may deny it when their parents were told too. The only thing that Michelle felt like maybe they could do is have the council talk to the kids at the school as a group and just talk about how serious vandalism is etc. Or if they felt like the cops would go do the same thing but that is up to the council. If someone wants to talk to them and see if they will that would be great. Chris said she is over parks so she can talk to Brennan and see if he would go to talk to the kids. The mayor said I guess if we have cameras up then we would have evidence if they don’t get destroyed like the last ones anyway. Kori said she talked to Trina about the Brown Bros cameras, but they cost like $1000 a month so she didn’t think that would be feasible. Kori said we can ask other towns what they have. Michelle said one problem we have is that there is no Wi-Fi over there either and Bicknell has Wi-Fi for theirs. So, they need to find something that will work without Wi-Fi. Derek said a booster might work. Maybe they could boost it over to the civic center too so that they don’t have to pay for a new account. Cody Peterson said he would talk to Dave and see if he could give them any ideas. No one was designated to find the cameras, but Chris would talk to Brennan about talking to the kids before school gets out for summer. 

Information Items:

Michelle reminds them about the budget hearing and approval next month so to keep that in mind and she will get them a copy beforehand so they can look at it. The mayor said this is a meeting that everyone needs to be here for. Don said he would not be here. Michelle said then we better find a different day. She must get it done by June 30 so if a different day works then she needs to know so she can advertise it. The week prior is p and z and they have a public hearing that won’t work. They talked about Monday, June 16th. Michelle will need to get bills paid before then but other than that they can still hold it on the 16th. Kori said she will be gone on the 17 and 18 so the 16th is best for her. If we move the date, we can also move the time if they want to start earlier with the public hearing. They decided to start at 7 then regular meeting at 7:30 pm. She will get it advertised. 

She asks if anyone has anything they want to share from the Regional Growth Summit that they went to. 

Michelle has found a company that can do the website and there are possible bill/pay options she will investigate and get some quotes. The company has a one-time set up fee of $500 and then an annual fee of $737. This includes unlimited customer support and software updates. They have done some smaller communities like Mayfield and Aurora. She thinks they will be able to set up the bill pay once we decide what company to use too. The price wasn’t too bad for the website. They all felt like it was worth doing. Don offered to call the other towns if we need to. Michelle said she can forward the information to them. She was going to try to find another company to compare but so far that has been a dead end. They like that they will update and always be there for support. There may be individuals who can create a website, but they probably won’t keep updating or providing support. This may be our best option. They just all agree that maybe they should just go for it. 

Michelle said that Gary Brian dropped off a flyer about grants being offered through the county tourism office for events being held in town. He said like Duke Brian’s car show that he is holding in Loa. They have already got him on their list but if there are others that may want to do something they can maybe get some funding to help. It is generated through transient room tax and trying to promote more events to take place and bring people in. Funding is capped at $2500. Anyway, if they know of someone or want to hold an event then there is some funding available, the funding is only to be used for advertising outside of the county. He also told her that the transient room rate was going up soon too. If they want to learn more, they can call Gary Brian.  

Michelle explains that the tax ordinances that they passed all got lumped into sales tax so when they got deposited, they only show up as sales tax so she will have to find out how much they got for each ordinance so they know what money can be budgeted where and how much they made. She sent a letter to the state so moving forward they will split them up so it will be much easier from now on.  

Jakelle Pace had the FCCLA ask if they could hold a car wash at the park during the fair, on a Friday. They think that it should be fine. If they wanted them to park on a certain side or something, then let them know. Cody said they can park by Turner Park and use that hydrant and it should be fine. Just not by the civic center so they don’t have water running into the door. 

Michelle reminded Kori, Don and the mayor that the filing for candidacy period starts June 2 and goes until June 6, so they need to get filed to run again. She will remind them. 

The mayor asks for a motion to go into a closed session for reasons permitted under the UCA 52-2-25(1)© strategy sessions to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation. Chris motions to go into a closed session for reasons permitted under the UCA 52-2-25(1)© strategy sessions to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation. Kori seconded the motion to go into a closed session for reasons permitted under the UCA 52-2-25(1)© strategy sessions to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation. Roll call vote taken. Don says yes, Derek says yes, and the mayor says yes. All voted to go into the closed session. 

The mayor asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Chris motions to adjourn the meeting. Derek seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting. All others voted in favor.

Meeting adjourned. 
