


[image: ]PAROWAN CITY SHADE TREE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
JUNE 5, 2025 – 6:00 P.M.
PAROWAN CITY OFFICES - 35 E 100 N, PAROWAN, UT 84761




COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Charlene Busch, Vern Fridley, Ron Roth, Heidi Toia, Councilmember John Dean, 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: Justin Dalley

ADMINISTRATION AND STAFF PRESENT: Callie Bassett, City Recorder

PUBLIC PRESENT: None

Call to Order
Charlene Busch called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM. City Recorder Callie Bassett requested that all microphones be turned on.

Approval of Meeting Minutes from March 6, 2025
Chairperson asked if members had a chance to review the minutes from the March 6, 2025 meeting. Vern Fridley mentioned he couldn't find them on the city site and hadn't seen them yet. He joked that this was the third time he didn’t receive the minutes.

Charlene suggested that if members weren't comfortable approving the minutes, they could wait until the next meeting. She then asked Ron and Heidi if they had reviewed the minutes, to which they confirmed they had.

Ron Roth moved to approve the minutes. Heidi Toia seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.

July 4th/Arbor Day Booth at Concerts in the Park
Charlene presented a flyer that would be handed out at the booth. She explained that they were partnering with the Parowan Coalition, who would provide the booth. The location would be next to the stage at Concerts in the Park. The concert starts at 8 PM, but committee members were asked to arrive by 7 PM.

Charlene detailed the following plans for the booth:
· They would have the Arbor Day Proclamation and read it aloud before the concert.
· They would explain the role of the Shade Tree Committee.
· Seeds and small planters would be given out, along with information on keeping trees healthy during drought.
· The back of the flyer would list pressurized irrigation days, which were not included yet as they might change before July 4th.

John Dean reported on his conversation with Big Tree in Kanarraville regarding trees for the raffle:
· Honey locust trees (10 gallons, 9-10 feet tall) for $85 each
· Coffee trees for $70 each
· Canadian red chokecherries (5 gallons) for $45 each

A discussion ensued about the pros and cons of each tree type. Vern recommended getting thorn less honey locusts if chosen. The committee decided to get a variety of trees for the raffle.

Charlene mentioned she would obtain the Arbor Day banner from Linda Smith or find out where it was located. She confirmed that the booth would only be set up for the concert, not during the day.

Member Reports
John Dean's Report
John Dean announced that Charlene Busch was resigning from the shade tree committee to take care of her mother in California. He mentioned that Heidi had accepted to be in the running for the new chair position, which would be voted on at the next meeting. John noted that Heidi is a plant science student at SUU and is also on the tree committee there.

Vern Fridley's Report
Vern suggested revisiting and updating the master plan for the city that was approved by the city council in 2012. He proposed reviewing and potentially modifying the following elements:
· Mission statement
· Slogan ("Regrowing our shade tree heritage")
· Five goals for the tree board

Vern volunteered to gather these materials for the next meeting and ensure they align with the current ordinance authorizing the tree board.

Ron Roth's Report
Ron Roth covered several topics in his report:
1. Heritage Tree article: He mentioned an article about Heritage Trees in County Today from April, noting that Iron County's only Heritage Tree award was for the Fremont Cottonwood at Heritage Park.
2. Adobe Fort Monument: Ron discussed a two-part series on the Adobe Fort Monument, which he had worked on. He explained that he had marked the four corners of the 1850s building fort in the town.
3. Meeks Park: Ron provided an update on Meeks Park, mentioning recent improvements and ongoing maintenance efforts. He discussed the park's management structure, involving four entities, and noted that responsibilities had become less defined after Vern's retirement.
4. Pond maintenance: Ron explained the history of the pond at Meeks Park, including recent dredging and the installation of a diversion canal to prevent silt buildup. He mentioned that the city was planning to install a diversion gate this month.
5. Safety concerns: Ron raised concerns about people walking on the frozen pond in winter and suggested educating the community about the dangers.
6. Water quality: Ron recommended educating the public about keeping out of the water and not allowing pets to swim in the pond.
Vern added that Mike Adams from the irrigation board was looking into installing an aerator in the pond, with possible financial contribution from the urban fishery.

Public Comments:  There were no public comments.

Adjourn
Charlene asked if anyone would like to make a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Vern Fridley moved to adjourn the meeting. Heidi Toia seconded the motion. All members voted in favor of the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:33 PM.





							______________________________________
							Callie Bassett, City Recorder
							Date Approved: _________________________
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