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  Conservation District Guests
Brooke Holgate-USU
CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER
Steve Remund called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

SUPERVISOR REPORTS
Rodger Ames informed the supervisors of the irrigation company meeting May 12, 5:00-7:00 concerning PL566. 
The Zone meeting in March went well. The conference center room was a little more expensive than the western park. But there was good feedback about being able to hear better and be more comfortable. The supervisors discussed the information given from the Colorado river authority. There is still discussion about the lower basin states taking more cuts. Conley Moon read an article shortly after the zone meeting about the US denying Mexico water. The upper and lower basin states are still negotiating on an agreement. 
Darrell Gillman informed the supervisors that Linda Jackson has retired.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The board reviewed the January meeting minutes. Dave Evans made the motion to approve the January minutes, Rodger Ames second, motion passed.

SERA 
The supervisors were reminded about the change in how SERA is administered. SERA checks will come from the district, and the district will request reimbursement. 

FINANCES
Jessica Wilkins presented the finances and discussed finances from tree day. The board reviewed the reports given. Darrell Gillman informed the supervisors that he ordered more weed barrier fabric as it is in higher demand this spring. Conley Moon made the motion to approve the finances, Dave Evans second, motion passed. 

CD BUSINESS

Preliminary Budget
The FY 25 budget was presented for the board to consider any changes needed in a FY 26 budget. Conley Moon motioned to approve the preliminary budget, Dave Evans second, motion passed.

Tree Day Report
Darrell Gillman reported on tree day. Trees that came looked good and healthy. There are a few cotoneasters, sand cherries, and junipers left. NRCS and USU extension were good help.

Project Ideas
There is funding from the county and state that we can use for future projects. Steve Remund brought up a drone for the weed department. Rodger Ames attended a weed board meeting and they did not mention getting a drone. The weed department has other equipment that can be rented, we can check with them to see if they have the equipment they need. Many conservation districts use some of their project money to go towards their local weed departments. Duane Houston is still interested in getting a drone license to use for areal photos for projects. Rodger Ames suggested the independent ditch company could need help in getting some pipe in. Steve Remund asked if the district had a need to purchase or replace equipment. Darrell reported there are some repairs on the no till drill. Rodger Ames suggested putting a sign up at the Conservation District sheds making it easier to find. Steve Remund suggested the supervisors continue to think of ideas for future projects.

Workshop Ideas
The supervisors were asked if there are needs for workshops in the county. Possible workshops could be on grasshoppers and using pesticides early in the season. There is a pallet of bait in the CD shed. Brooke Holgate informed the supervisors that USU ext has a drone specialist. They could offer a workshop on drones and how they can benefit agriculture. Dave Evans is interested in a drone workshop. Brooke will work on setting that up. Darrell talked about a farm field day where they took drone footage of ground prep through to harvest.

UACD-District Website
The supervisors visited the new district website on the UACD page. They discussed adding pictures from past projects, successful trees from the tree program, and the no-till drills.

PARTNER REPORTS

FSA
Carmen took the buy out and her last day was yesterday. Jnell is the only one left in the office, with one person in Vernal.

GIP
Terrell Thayne is getting approvals for grazing improvement.

NRCS
Sheldon Hamblin took the buy out and his last day was last week. NRCS is working on getting projects approved.

USU EXTENSION
USU ext had a workshop on the hay market, continuous vs rotation grazing, multi species grazing and how they benefit each other. Brooke has gotten calls from people offering their goats for leasing to eat down fields. She also gets a lot of calls about fruit trees from planting to spraying. They have gotten a grant from Western Ag Credit to do grow boxes and build a community garden. The livestock shows are coming up this summer. Beef numbers for tag ins are way down. Evans family media said they would put something on the radio as a public service announcement to help get the word out. Western Ag is doing a bred and fed contest for cattle born and raised in the basin. USU ext is looking for a summer intern. USU lab is a bit backed up on soil and hay testing. 


CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS
Next CD Meeting- May 28, 2025
 

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Conley Moon made the motion to adjourn at 11:45 A.M.
