Children’s Hearing Aid Pilot Program Advisory Committee

[bookmark: _GoBack]                      APPROVED ~ Minutes
Children’s Hearing Aid Pilot Program Advisory Committee
September 3, 2014

Committee Members
Present:		
		Lauri Nelson ( Via Phone)
		Mike Page
 		Jeremy Meier
				
Staff Present: 		
		Stephanie McVicar 
		Jenny Pedersen
	Rebecca Giles
      	


Absent:		
		 Carrie  Pereyra	 
		Russell Frandsen
							               
Note Taker:		Jennifer Bryant 

	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action Needed

	1)Welcome 
Approve Minutes from 4.29.14 and review minutes from 6.9.14

	· Jeremy approves minutes from 6.9.14, Lauri seconds, all are in favor. 

	

	2) Public Comment
	· None
	

	3) Legislative Updates
	· Presentation from June – Unanimous to draft legislation to make this program ongoing.
· Rep Edwards is drafting and we need to make recommendations 
· Please link to story from CHAPP
· We can thank reporter for this article 
	

	4) Parent & Speech Representative

	· Mike has had no success with any for the parent representative.  He is open to any suggestions from the rest of the members.
· Stephanie spoke with Paula from PIP and she recommended a family to Stephanie. Stephanie will contact them with the permission from the committee and report back.
· CHAPP program to increase to age 5 and if accepted effective date July 1 2015. 
· Is there an issue with a parent who has been receiving services from CHAPP to serve on the committee? Mike thinks there is no issue. Talk with rep Menlove to let her know the difficulty of getting a family representative. 
· Carrie is taking care of a family matter and she is unsure she can continue so if we want to replace her seat we can. Her father has passed away so she will need a few weeks. Let’s defer this decision until this next meeting.

	

	5) Questions that have been posed
-BAHA Coverage
- USDB utilizing CHAPP
- Increase age to 5 years
-Partial insurance coverage
	· Change wording from BAHA (manufacture name) to soft band bone conduction non-surgical device. 
· Email from Christine Wood from USDB – the problem is that a hearing aid dealer would have to purchase and have a USDB audiologist fit the chi9ld with it. Rule states that CHAPP should be dispensed by audiologist it does not state that it needs to be purchased by one. This would be okay since the pediatric audiologist would fit the kids. Let’s find ways to be creative and fit more kids. Rebecca points out that paperwork and reimbursement would have to be submitted by the licensed audiologists. So it would have to be up to them reimburse the dispenser. 
· USDB does do follow-up free of charge. The issue is paying the dispenser for follow-up services which USDB would be doing. USDB would have to bill us for invoice cost. Seek clarification from Christine Wood – we are fine with the process but the billing is the issue. 
· We are both state agencies, would there need to be a state contract, and is this a problem?
· Partial Insurance – Lets vote on these together since this has an impact on our budget that we might not realize.
· These are different issues and voting on these is all different too. Increasing the age to 5 years old would be a stature change and partial insurance is a rule change.
· Bone conduction – we can vote on this today
· If we increase the age to 5 then this might not be the first set for the child. Should we say only 1 set per family for CHAPP?
· Motion we cover bone conduction hearing aids – Jeremy approves, Lauri seconds, and all are in favor. 
· Stephanie will you ask Kurt to announce this change with UCOPA ( Utah Consortium of Pediatric Audiologists)
· Stephanie will contact Christine Wood
· We have spent around 30% of the $100,000 of the first year starting in October 2013.
· Highest priority and easiest one would be to increase partial coverage. 
· If insurance covers less than 50% then they would qualify? What about deductibles? 
· What if it wasn’t contingent on the insurance? 
· Percent of out of pocket by parents not to exceed by a certain percentage.  We could suggest 20% of hearing aid cost. Does this include a fitting fee? 
· Insurance will have an issue with this– we need to think more on this.
· Can we have a rule that says if the insurance requires parents to pay more than 20%, then parents would not utilize their insurance and then they could apply for CHAPP?
· Mike asks Rebecca to review this?  We need an Attorney General’s opinion on this? What is the verbiage to take to the AG for this?
· Review these last 2 items at the next meeting and this discussion.
· Summary - 1 CHAPP set per lifetime – doesn’t just have the first set. 
· Jeremy motion’s to change age requirement to age 5 and Laurie seconds this. All are in favor 

	

	Future meetings
- June 9th @ 1:30
-June 17th TBD
	
	

	Adjourn
	3:00 pm
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