AMES Board of Trustees

May 14, 2025
Called to Order:  5:03 p.m.
Donald Saxon was acting chair for this meeting.

Attendees:




Excused:

Board:




Heidi Alder (AMES Legal Counsel)
Richard Anthony



Amy Noyce (AMES Teacher)
Nicole Butler (Zoom)
Jose Crespo



Michael Davidson (Zoom)



Liliana Martinez (Zoom)

Donald Saxon






Alison Young
(Zoom)









Staff:






Brett Wilson
Hema Katoa
Nancy Carpenter






Richard Welch
Educational Excellence
1.   Minutes of April 16, 2025 – The minutes from the meeting of April 16, 2025
      were presented to the AMES Board.
      Motion to approve the April 16, 2025 minutes as presented:  Michael Davidson
       2nd:  Richard Anthony
       Vote: Unanimously approved
2.    PTSO Report – The AMES PTSO has been helping with snacks for the AP tests, 
       the snacks were appreciated by the students during their breaks in testing.  They just

       finished up Teacher Appreciation week with treats everyday and a gift to each staff

       member on Friday.  The senior class graduation party plans are going well.  At the

       last PTSO meeting concerns were brought up about safety in the parking lot, they 

       would like to suggest a one way entrance and exit to help.  The PTSO will send out

       communication about the open AMES Board position and advertise for help with the

       year end barbecue.

3.    Charter Trustland Election Policy – 2nd Reading – The AMES Board was given
       the Trustland Election Policy that included the corrections requested during the
       April Board meeting.  

       Motion to approve the Trustland Election Policy:  Richard Anthony

       2nd:  Jose Crespo

       Vote:  Unanimously Approved
4.    Granite School District Authorization – The AMES Board has reviewed the
       working document in an effort to move forward with the process to have Granite
        School District authorize the charter for AMES.  The next step will be to send a 
        letter to the Granite School District to start the process after which there will be a 90
        day period for negotiation and to transfer the charter. 

        Motion to further the process and send a letter of interest:  Jose Crespo

        2nd:  Michael Davidson

        Vote:  4 Yes, 1 No, 2 Abstain – The motion carries

        Heidi Alder, AMES legal counsel with craft the letter using a template to go to 

        Granite, she will send the letter to Board member for review and comment.  
        The AMES Board will use time in the June Board meeting to go over documents.

5.     Health Assurances Data – Brett Wilson went over current data from a Qualtrex 

        Survey concerning specific problems including child abuse, pornography, domestic

        violence and computer safety.  AMES specifically has hired a school social worker

        and has had textbook reviews.  For computer safety we are saying no YouTube and 

        working on getting around the firewall in the GSD Guest network.
        This information has been presented to the AMES Board and completes the state

        requirement.

Fiscal
1.    April Fiscals – Richard Welch presented the current fiscal report. Richard 
       explained that the decrease in funds in the amount of $143,756 is the result of 
       reimbursements that have been applied for and not yet funded in the amount of

       $145,000.  In looking toward the 2025-26 school year most districts have done away

       with yearend bonuses and added them to salary schedule.  We will discuss the salary

       schedule in the June meeting.  Most districts are looking at a 1-2% COLA this year.
       Motion to approve the April Fiscals as presented:  Richard Anthony
       2nd:  Jose Crespo
       Vote:  Unanimously approved
Board Organization

1.    AMES Board Positions (Upcoming Openings) – AMES received one resume from
       a parent interested in serving on the AMES Board.  We will do more advertising to
       generate more interest.  Interested parties will be invited to the June Board meeting.
Foundation
    The AMES Foundation board didn’t have a chance to meet.  They will also be looking 
    for a new Board member to replace Michael Davidson.  Donald Saxon asked for a list

    of AMES family needs.

.AMES Mission
1.  Important Upcoming Dates – The AMES Board was given a list of the important
     activities for the rest of the 2024-2025.  An emphasis was put on Graduation on May 
     29.
Potential Next Meeting Topics:
2024-25 Final Budget
2025-26 Working Budget
2025-26 Salary Schedule

Granite School District Charter Authorization
AMES Board Member comment – Liliana Martinez spoke about attending the AMES Showcase, she said she was amazed by how much things have changed since she was a student at AMES.  She was so impressed with the portfolio presentations on the computers and how well the students presented their ideas. 
Public Comment

No public comment
6:02 p.m. 

Motion to move in the closed session:  Donald Saxon
2nd:  Richard Anthony
Vote:  Unanimously approved
6:20 p.m.

Motion to move in to open session:  Richard Anthony

2nd:  Jose Crespo

Vote:  Unanimously approved

Motion to adjourn:  Alison Young

2nd:  Richard Anthony

Vote:  Unanimously approved
Meeting adjourned – 6:29 p.m.

Next Meeting – June 11, 2025
Approval pending
