Council Meeting
May 6, 2025

PRESENT: Mayor Avery

COUNCI MEMBERS: Co. Logston
                                     Co. Robinett
                                     Co. Abeyta
                                     Co. Ferguson
                                     Co. Stewart

Work meeting 5:00 P.M.

This work meeting is to discuss and update for Community Daze. Co. Robinett states that she will be selling raffle tickets and t-shirts from the museum. Dave Maggio will also be helping with the raffle. We need to recognize him for the work that he puts into the raffle. Ricki Palmer will be doing the parade this year. Ricki gives an update on the parade. There will be a couple of floats this year. She has also had a hard time getting a hold of Smokey the Bear. Mary Bowers will be doing the breakfast this year. Mayor will get vehicles for the parade. Co. Robinett states that she will get a hold of Kelly Lemmon if we could use his convertible. On the porta potties, Co. Ferguson received a call from IGotPoop and they are willing to bring out pottys for us for free. The car show has been out posting posters for the car show. It does state on their posters that there is no camping in the park. Co. Ferguson asks how we are going to keep them out. Co. Stewart asks if there is a sign that can be put up on the fence big enough that everyone could see. Discussion on unloading car show cars so there is no pulling trailers into the park.

Motion by Co. Robinett to adjourn the work meeting, seconded by Co. Stewart. Motion passed unanimously.

Regular council meeting opened at 6:30 P.M.

Motion was made by Co. Robinett to open public hearing, seconded by Co. Logston. Motion passed unanimously.

Gary Keddington goes over the tentative budget with the council and public in attendance. This is the beginning process of the budget. There will be a lot of changes made to the budget. There is also a possibility of opening the budget around August to work on the ambulance budget. We do not know where the grants stand yet. These are not final budget numbers, it is just a beginning point with wish lists. We encourage the public to come in and review the budget. Gary goes over the highlights for this budget. Co. Ferguson states that we got the outdoor recreation grant, and we need to send in for reimbursement. Gary states that we need to see if we carry anything over it would need to go thru this next year. Co. Logston states that he would like to finish working on Section D of the cemetery and get that ready. Gary states to council to study this document and give him a call with suggestions or changes. If the council would like to have a work meeting in a couple or few weeks, we can get that done. 

Mayor asks for public comments. There were no comments from the public in attendance.

Motion by Co. Robinett to close the public hearing, seconded by Co. Logston. Motion passed unanimously.

Regular Session opened at 7:00 P.M. 

Approval of previous minutes. Co. Robinett wants the following corrections on the summer help how much they are getting paid and also the comments on the bid for the burned house. With the changes Co. Robinett motions to approve, seconded by Co. Ferguson. Motion passed unanimously.

Approval of the tentative budget. A motion was made by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Stewart to approve the 2025/26 tentative budget. Motion passed unanimously.

Marcus Palacios – Community Daze dance. Would like the council to make a motion to have the dance at the park at least until midnight. Marcus states that the dance was a highlight for the celebration. The dance that was last year was a big flop. Co. Ferguson asks where they are wanting a dance. Marcus states at the park like it has been in the past. They would like to see about a DJ and have it go till midnight. Co. Robinett asks if there would be interest after the rodeo or if people will show up. Co. Logston states that there is changes, the younger does not have an interest and the older crowd it may be too late. Co. Ferguson states that we need to talk about the expense for it. Does he have funding for this dance? Marcus states that he does not have funding for it. Co. Stewart asks about security, we have historically had house parties after the festivities end and the rodeo is over. These are safety concerns that need to be looked at. Marcus states that we should ask the Sheriff department to come out here and help. They attend all other functions in the County. Mayor asks the council how they feel. Co. Ferguson states that one of the big problems in the past was all of the alcohol and the younger kids there and underage drinking. It is also a state law that there is no public drinking in a public park. Motion was made by Co. Robinett to have Marcus go ahead and plan for a dance and a DJ, seconded by Co. Logston. Motion passed unanimously. 

Community Center. We met two weeks ago and the only thing that was decided was we would do some work up there. Co. Robinett states that in talking with the council the community center is in a bad way. Co. Abeyta states that there are some things that need to be cleaned and repaired. Co. Robinett states that the job they do up there is very important, the community needs to step up and help out. Co. Ferguson states that we had someone approach and offer to clean up there. Co. Abeyta states that if the maintenance crew has some free time, we can work up there. Carolyn states that we have a clean up day for the cemetery, why can we not set something up for the community center? Council will look into that. Motion was made by Co. Robinett that we try to get the community involved in helping with clean up and repairs at the community center, seconded by Co. Stewart. Motion passed with Co. Ferguson abstaining.

Update on annexation for Panamint capital. Christian states that Panamint would like some property annexed into their property. Christian has put together some annexation plans and will give a copy to Planning and Zoning to review. Christian goes over the requirements for the plan. (section 10 of Utah code). 

Motion was made by Co. Stewart to table crack seal/seal coat and street signs for Sunnyside, seconded by Co. Robinett. Motion passed unanimously.

Overtime report. Co. Robinett states that she has asked for a report from the beginning of this fiscal year for all departments. Mayor states that these are the numbers that he received from Gary, on the maintenance 325 hours, office 48.75. Co. Robinett states that she had a comment from office staff stating they come in fifteen minutes early to turn on their computer and get started for the day. The Police is 154 hours. Mayor states that he does have a problem with the maintenance department and has already talked to Gary about this and there are some things that we can’t control. Mayor states that a memo was sent out that after April 1st there will be no overtime, this memo went out on March 31st. Co. Robinett states that we really need to look into getting an HR person. There have been so many laws change and we need to have our policy manual. Do we need to hire an HR person to do this manual or do like we did when we combined and have a lawyer do this? Mayor states that we did have HR and some of the things that were discussed while he was here. We have not put anything in the budget for this. Co. Robinett states that this is a tentative budget, and we need to look at putting money in for and HR firm. If we do not get this worked on, we could end up getting burned. Co. Robinett makes a motion to look into getting an HR department to re-do our personnel manual. Motion dies due to lack of second.

Colleen Parker talks to council about when she moved to town in January. They have done a lot of work to clean up their yard and have worked hard to get their lawn started. She would like to see if she can get a variance on the water restrictions to get a lawn established in her yard. 

Reports from Council Members, Boards & Committees:

Co. Robinett: Planning and Zoning meeting will be held on May 13th this month. The only thing that will be on the agenda will be the annexation plan for Panamint Capital.

Co. Logston: noticed that we have the spraying for the parks, but it did not include the cemetery. We need to get that included. The cemetery clean up will be the 17th and the museum visit will be on the 19th with the school kids. We will serve treats to the kids. Memorial Day we will need to get the flags in the cemeteries. There is a new litter of cats on 3rd West, this will make 4 litters. 

Co. Ferguson: Nothing to report.

Co. Stewart: Commends both Fire and Ambulance for their help in the event that was held this past weekend. All of our emergency services were present for a community event. Co. Robinett states that on the 14th the school is coming up to see the emergency vehicles at the public safety building. On the 21st Castleview Hospital will be up for a BBQ for EMS week. 

Co. Abeyta: The reservoir has gained ¼ of an inch. We are at 62 ¾”. They are out here looking at and testing for lead and copper lines. The maintenance crew has been out helping them.

Mayor: Co. Abeyta, Co. Logston, Mayor Avery and maintenance crew met with Rural Water. In order to get grants or loans for projects we need to increase our water rates to $60 per month and sewer up to $30 per month. This is something for the council to think about. Did get the parts for the concession stand to repair it. We put in for a cemetery grant, we just need to keep our fingers crossed. The road up the canyon is starting to get repaired. 

Payables: motion to approve by Co. Robinet, seconded by Co. Abeyta. Motion passed unanimously.

Motion to adjourn by Co. Stewart, seconded by Co. Robinett. Motion passed unanimously.

ATTEST:

Liz Holt, City Recorder                                                              Dave Avery, Mayor
