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	PROVO MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
Work Meeting Minutes
May 6, 2025 – 2:30 PM
Provo Peak Room
Hybrid meeting: 445 W. Center Street, Provo, UT 84601 or https://www.youtube.com/provocitycouncil 


Agenda 

Roll Call 
Council Chair Gary Garrett, conducting
Council Vice-Chair Rachel Whipple
Councilor Katrice MacKay
Councilor Craig Christensen (Excused)
Councilor George Handley
	Councilor Becky Bogdin
	Councilor Travis Hoban (Remote)

Approval of Minutes

· April 22, 2025 Work Meeting
· March 11, 2025 Council Meeting
· March 25, 2025 Council Meeting
Councilor Garrett noted that for the April 22 work session minutes, Craig Christensen should be marked as absent for the work session but present for the council meeting later that night. He requested this change be made to the minutes.
No other changes to the minutes were proposed. The minutes were declared approved by unanimous consent.

Business
Item 1: A presentation regarding the Provo City 2024 Sustainability Report (25-058) 0:32:50
Don Jarvis, Sustainability Advisor, presented the 2024 Sustainability Report. He provided an overview of the City’s ongoing efforts and accomplishments in environmental stewardship. He explained that three sustainability committees currently operate in Provo: the mayor's sustainability committee, the employee sustainability committee coordinated by Hannah Salzl, and the citizen sustainability committee. Mr. Jarvis noted that the citizen committee operates with early morning meetings as a "Darwinian approach" to member selection, with ten members appointed by the Mayor.
With support from Brigham Young University (BYU), the committee determined that Provo’s tree canopy coverage is approximately 17%, consistent with estimates from Google. Mr. Jarvis highlighted the "1000 Trees" program, which began in 2022 and is approximately halfway to completion. He acknowledged the close collaboration between the committee and Provo Power, led by a former forester.
Mr. Jarvis discussed the recent use of the C-PACE (Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy) program by the Rivers Edge Group for energy-efficient development, following its initial approval in 2016. He also mentioned the reopening of the Rock Canyon Trailhead after years of effort through a public-private partnership.
The committee places significant emphasis on education and outreach, including programs in schools and public displays that encourage a shift to electric energy. Initiatives include tours of all-electric homes in Provo, such as the Mayor’s residence. Provo Power also issued a small grant to support the committee's activities. Provo has also maintained the designation of Tree City USA for 40 years.
The committee regularly participates in community outreach at local events and schools, offering education on air quality and energy efficiency. Mr. Jarvis acknowledged the increasing role of BYU in sustainability, citing its receipt of a STARS International Award and the release of its first sustainability plan.
The Green Business Award program was highlighted as a tool for recognizing local businesses that implement sustainable practices. Mega Diamond received the top award for initiatives such as reducing water use and CO2 emissions, and investments in LED lighting and renewable energy.
An agricultural commission that reports to the sustainability committee is focused on agricultural conservation and promoting urban gardening practices.
Councilor Whipple expressed appreciation for the Green Business Award, particularly its role in showcasing local businesses such as Mega Diamond. Councilor Bogdin shared a personal anecdote about a resident who adjusted their lawn watering habits after measuring water output.
Item 2: A presentation regarding the Covey Center's 2025-2026 performance schedule.   (25-059) 0:06:58
Stephen Pullen, Center for the Arts Manager, presented the Covey Center's 2025-2026 performance schedule. He highlighted a diverse array of upcoming performances, including the North American premiere of "The Osmonds: A New Musical" by Jay Osmond, scheduled for March 2026, and Tony Danza's "Standards and Stories," slated for September 29, 2025.
Other featured performances include:
· "You Can't Take It With You," produced by the Covey Center
· The Doowop Project in October 2025
· "Eternamente: Dia de los Muertos" on October 30, 2025
· “Mark Twain Tonight!” by Richard Thomas in November 2025
· "Christmas in Killarney" on December 2-3, 2025
· "Mrs. Doubtfire" national tour on December 4-6, 2025
· "The Nutcracker" performed by Utah Metropolitan Ballet for two weeks in December
· "A Charlie Brown Christmas" on December 22-23, 2025
· "Absolute Adele" tribute show by Jennifer Cella on Valentine’s Day 2026
· Kalani Pe'a in concert in February 2026
· "The Mikado" in February 2026
· Bobby Collins comedy show in May 2026
· "Tina: The Tina Turner Musical" national tour
· “Catapult Shadow Dance” family show
· Fat Cat Swinger band performance
· George Harrison tribute concert
· "Jacob Marley's Christmas Carol" or "Gift of the Magi" in the Black Box Theater
Mr. Pullen reported that the schedule includes a total of 18 main performances in addition to approximately 148 rental events and six free concerts. He noted that efforts are underway to increase the number of free concerts to ten.
Councilor Whipple inquired about interest from theatrical groups seeking to produce shows at the Covey Center. Mr. Pullen confirmed that such inquiries are received and referenced a potential production in the Black Box Theater in May 2026 or 2027, as well as the possible return of the musical "1820" for an extended run.
Councilor Whipple inquired about the involvement and support for local theatrical groups at the Covey Center. She asked if the center actively encourages local theater troops to consider it as a venue for their productions. In response, Stephen Pullen explained that while the Covey Center primarily produces its own shows, it does partner and collaborate with several local groups for co-productions and draws talent from across Provo, Utah County, and sometimes Salt Lake County, supporting the local arts community through these engagements.
Item 3: A presentation regarding Provo River channel enhancement (25-057) 0:49:09
Mike Mills, Executive Director of the Utah Reclamation Mitigation and Conservation Commission, presented updates on the Provo River channel enhancement project. He reported that a new diversion structure was completed in March 2025 to deliver between 10 and 15 cubic feet per second of water to the original river channel.
To enhance water quality and aquatic habitat, an aeration system was installed to support fish populations. Additionally, a small downstream dam is under construction at Utah Lake State Park to help minimize water level fluctuations in the original channel.
As part of the recreational improvements, two non-motorized boat launch facilities will be added at West Trailhead and Alligator Park. Three fishing platforms are also planned along the channel. Mr. Mills noted that fish stocking efforts are underway, with 409 rainbow trout recently introduced. Mosquito abatement continues through coordination with Utah County.
Infrastructure upgrades include repaving the trail that runs from Lakeshore Drive to Utah Lake State Park, scheduled for early 2026. Delta Gateway Park, a new four-acre public space, is slated to open at the end of June 2025.
Mr. Mills also shared that a working group has been established to consider a new name for the remaining stretch of the Provo River, and input from the City Council was requested. He assured that only a limited number of trees will be removed to accommodate the planned improvements.
Council Member George Handley suggested honoring Dale DeSpain and his family, who played a significant role in the cooperative efforts to make the Delta restoration project possible by giving up land and collaborating closely with the city. Handley proposed naming the remaining stretch of the Provo River after the DeSpain family or finding another way to recognize their contributions, such as installing plaques, to acknowledge those who helped make the project a reality for the public good. He emphasized the importance of recognizing these key contributors while exploring suitable naming options.
Item 4: A discussion and update regarding the Council Handbook (25-060) 1:19:26
Justin Harrison, Executive Director, presented recent updates to the Council Handbook. A significant addition includes a new section addressing Redevelopment Agency (RDA) Governing Board meetings, specifically authorizing the use of implied motions. This procedural change aims to improve efficiency by removing the necessity for explicit motions during certain RDA Governing Board proceedings.
Mr. Harrison also recommended adding similar content related to the Stormwater Service District Governing Board. Including this in the handbook would clarify the procedures and operations of the board alongside other board responsibilities.
Motion: Councilor Bogdin moved to adopt the proposed handbook update to incorporate the Stormwater Service District section. The motion was seconded by Councilor MacKay.
The motion was approved unanimously with a 6-0 vote. (Councilor Christensen excused)
Item 5: An ordinance amending the zone map classification of real property, generally located at 2087 West Center Street, from the One Family Residential (R1.8) Zone to the General Commercial (CG) Zone. Provo Bay Neighborhood. (PLRZ20230258) 1:22:22
Aaron Ardmore, Planning Supervisor, presented an update on a zone map amendment request for property located at 2087 West Center Street. He explained that the property owner initially pursued a text amendment to reduce the minimum lot size required for the agritourism overlay zone. Following input from the Council, the request was revised to a zone change to General Commercial (CG).
Mr. Ardmore noted that a development agreement accompanies the zone change proposal, restricting the allowed uses on the property to six specified commercial uses. He explained that the Planning Commission previously recommended denial of the request due to the absence of the development agreement at that time.
He also clarified that any proposed uses would still be subject to conditional use permits and public hearings, ensuring additional oversight.
Councilors reviewed the development agreement and acknowledged that it addressed their prior concerns by limiting the range of allowable uses. They further observed that the property's size and shape inherently constrain the types of commercial development feasible on the site.
Closed Meeting
Motion: Councilor MacKay moved to close the meeting. Councilor Bogdin seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously with a vote of 6-0 (Councilor Christensen excused).
[bookmark: S8151]Adjournment
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