 M I N U T E S 

RICH COUTY Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting, March 12th, 2024
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 

Judy Stuart, Treasurer 

Braden Cornia 

Yale Johnson 
Cole Weston (absent)
Conservation District Supervisors Absent: 
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Jace Farnsworth, Conservation Planner (absent)
Justin Elsner, District Conservationist (absent)
Taylor Payne, GIP 
Jayme Kofoed, Conservation Planner 

Reganne Briggs, Utah State University Extension (absent)
Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Candy Cornia called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were emailed prior to the meeting along with hard copies provided at the start of the meeting.  Judy Stuart made a motion to approve the minutes, Yale Johnson seconding and they were unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Financial Report-Jeanne Weston

It was stated that currently there is $44,266.77 in the general operating fund. The deposits recorded were 

$1,924.10 State of Utah (reimbursement for $1,117.50 clerk wages, $625.00 UACD- district dues, $101.00 NACD- national dues, $35.00 senior citizen building rental for local work group meeting and $45.60 cookies for local work group meeting) 2/24, $400.00 Willis Ranch/Roland Willis for brush chain rental 2/24 and $12.09 interest 2/27.

There were checks processed were as follows: invoice for planner wages $18,585.19 (October through December) #320, Invoice for clerk wages $1,117.50 (October through December) #319, 2025 District Dues $625.00 #321 and National Association of Conservation District- $101.00 #322.

The checks that have not processed are: Woodruff Stock Association for $200.00 #306 and Michael Nebeker- Check for $6,950 #323.
There are no outstanding bills at this time
AGENDA ITEM
Taylor Ward– NRCS
A few updates, Booke Rawlins (new secretary of Ag) came in and decided to honor all the current contracts whether they are IRA fundings or not. There has been cuts with the workface, Sindy has been let go, she was on her probationary period. All employees that had not been hired for more than a year were cut. Janalyn’s position was cut because she was funded through the IRA funding. 
All contracts that were preapproved were finished and are at the higher level review. 

They received notice that CSP money has been assigned, there were no contracts through Rich at this time. If more money is added then people will be picked up from Rich. The reason they were only Cache is due to the time the application was submitted. He stated that there is still a lot of things up in the air. 

AGENDA ITEM
Taylor Payne- GIP
Last time we talked about GIP information, he reported that the GIP region meeting is tomorrow in Brigham City. They will tell who will be funded at that time. Taylor believes there will be 11 projects out of Rich County that will be funded. It does not have to be paid right now. It is usually $200 to each project from the district. This will be around $400,000 that is being leveraged with the $2,000-$2,200 from the district spent. 

The GIP will start taking predator control applications by the end of July. 

Predator control is getting late in the season. It would be roughly $1,000 and he said possibly next fall. Cole Selman is in charge of it. They met withs the county commissioners, it is above and beyond that the state will match. They can take the $1,000 anytime. The check will need to be made out to the treasure office in town, contact Annalisa Peart. 

He brought up putting fire breaks around town. Wide firebreaks. There are several things that people plant. He put the option out there that the conservation district can help with. The fire last year brought it to the front of people’s mind. Taylor offered Jayme to spearhead it and see who we need to get it coordinated with. He mentioned to start with a portion of the county. Yale said that in Laketown there were some firebreaks created. 

AGENDA ITEM

Jayme Kofoed- Conservation Planner

Water Op closed the end of Feb. She helped a few producers. There were 14 applications form Rich County and 2.2 million requested. There were over 290 application put in the day before it closed and on the last day they had 70 applications submitted. There were more applications than any previous times. She is waiting on NRCS high tunnel applications to be reviewed, there were 6 for the county. 
Jayme sent Mrs. Muir the scholarship applications. 

Jayme has the deadline for the poster contest on May 2nd. 

AGENDA ITEM

Jessie Larson- Watershed Coordinator

She took over for Nick Reithel a couple of months ago. The nonpoint source application is open right now and closes next Friday. Keep your eyes out for any water quality projects that she can help with. Taylor asked her if she knows of any, she stated she has one with Brandon Willis and a fencing project with Michael Nebeker. Taylor Payne suggested contacting him to work with Three Creeks. Jordan Willis was mentioned regarding issues with the lake and cattle contamination. 
DISTRICT BUSINESS

Candy Cornia- Chair 
Candy said that she talked to Jace about the canal water project, previously spoke about, and the water troughs. The water has to go back to the river, (has to show return) so the troughs will not qualify. The canals have to return flow to the river and they do not. 

Next meeting will be held on May 14th at 6:00pm. 
The SERA forms were filled out. 
Braden Cornia made a motion with Yale Johnson seconding to pay the SERA, this was unanimously approved.
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Yale Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting and Judy Stuart seconded, unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:15pm. 
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