
THE STATE OF UTAH
COUNTY OF SEVIER
CITY OF RICHFIELD
At the City Council
In and For Said City
September 23, 2014
7:08:42 PM  Minutes of the Richfield City Council meeting held on Tuesday, September 23, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Richfield City office building located at 75 East Center, Richfield, Utah.   Mayor David C. Ogden presiding.

1. OPENING REMARKS

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL

4. MINUTES APPROVED

5. PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE MODERATE INCOME HOUSING ELEMENT OF THE CITY’S GENERAL PLAN DISCUSSED
6. ORDINANCE 2014-6 ADOPTED 
7. OTHER BUSINESS

8. MEETING ADJOURNED
1. OPENING REMARKS were offered by Mayor Ogden.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Councilmember Christensen.  
3. ROLL CALL was answered by Mayor Dave Ogden, Councilmembers Kevin Arrington, Richard Barnett, Kathy Christensen, Connie Nielson, City Manager Matthew Creamer, and City Recorder Michele Jolley.  Mayor Ogden excused Councilmember Bryan Burrows and City Finance Director Mike Langston. 7:10:07 PM  
Others present:  Eileen Coleman, Jasmine Kitchen, Josh Dowdle, TJ Adams and Dave Anderson.  
4. MINUTES APPROVED.  7:11:43 PM The Council reviewed the minutes of the meeting held September 9, 2014.  Councilmember Arrington moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held September 9, 2014.  Councilmember Christensen moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  
5. PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE MODERATE INCOME HOUSING ELEMENT OF THE CITY’S GENERAL PLAN DISCUSSED.  7:12:05 PM  Mr. Creamer explained that he had verified the numbers in the proposed amendment for accuracy.  He also visited with Six County Housing staff to see how it would affect them.  Mr. Creamer reported that the company that had helped prepare the moderate income housing element has withdrawn its application to construct a moderate income housing project.  Now, there is only one company applying for those funds from our area.  Mr. Creamer stated that in speaking with Travis Kyhl at Six County, he is very excited about the Council considering this update because it would help with the application to secure funds for housing projects in our area.  7:15:18 PM  
Mr. Creamer stated that the Planning Commission has some reservations about this proposed amendment.  Part of it was because of the numbers, which have been verified, and part of it was that there were some provisions in the plan that some of them generally did not like.  This plan is essentially our current plan with new numbers inserted.  There was nothing new added conceptually about what the needs of low and moderate income housing projects are in our community, so if we adopt this tonight, we are just adopting an update of the existing plan with new figure s.  There is further discussion that would be appropriate if the Council or the Planning Commission has some heartburn with some of the language in the plan.  Even if we adopt this in order to facilitate the application for projects, we would not be precluded from starting right now to review the plan, decide if we want to look at it on its own or decide if this is the time that we should be updating the general plan.  It has been quite a few years since we adopted the general plan and it should be reviewed and adapted from time to time.  7:16:59 PM.
Mr. Creamer would recommend that the Council adopt the update to the numbers and then consider any other changes at a later date.  
Councilmember Nielson stated that when she read through the plan she was concerned about Goal 3, Policies 3, 4 and 5 because it sent up some warning signs.  She quoted, “encourage flexibility and innovation in the interpretation of local building codes” and wondered if we are going to lower our building code requirements and then she quoted policy 3, “lessen the restrictions of family,” which may or may not matter; and then policy 4, “increase the flexibility in development standards allowing for a reduction in site development costs.”  She worries about the wording of these policies because she sees that we might be setting ourselves up for ghetto building or buildings that are not going to endure over time.  Are we going to be creating an inner city where the housing would not meet a certain standard of performance?  Mr. Creamer recognized Councilmember Nielson’s concerns, but indicated that this is what has been in place for almost 15 years.  He noted that part of the housing plan comes out of State statute and they require cities to have one of these plans in order to access many types of State funding.  7:20:44 PM  
Regardless of what the general plan states, anyone developing in Richfield City has to abide by our land use ordinance.  Councilmember Nielson wondered if the Planning Commission could come back and change the ordinances to what the general plan says.  Mr. Creamer noted that the Planning Commission is a recommending group and it would be up to the Council to change any ordinances.  Councilmember Arrington felt that the only issue we could run into is that someone could suggest that we change our ordinances so that we our following our general plan.  7:25:28 PM
Mr. Creamer indicated that Six County feels that there is a need for this project that they are applying for.  The location is by the old water slide property and will include approximately 50 units.  The project will only happen if they are successful in securing funds from the Utah Housing Agency.  They have to compete with projects all over the State for a certain number of tax credit incentives that are specifically set aside for this kind of project.  If they are the one chosen, then it makes the project economically feasible for them to do it.  If not, then the project goes back on the drawing board until next year.
6. ORDINANCE 2014-6 ADOPTED.  After the discussion, Councilmember Barnett moved to adopt Ordinance 2014-6 updating and amending the Moderate Income Housing element of the City’s General Plan.  Councilmember Arrington moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye. 
7. OTHER BUSINESS.  7:30:27 PM  Councilmember Barnett discussed the procedure for amending the minutes of Council meeting.  This bothers him because the way it is being handled, he does not know what is being changed.  When the changes to the minutes are done during the meeting, Councilmembers know what they were because they were there when the changes were made.  Councilmember Arrington stated that the idea was that the little grammatical or spelling changes should be given to Mrs. Jolley, but anything major was to be discussed in open meeting.  Mrs. Jolley indicated that she could still put any changes that were made in the minutes of the next meeting so that the Council will know what changes were made.  7:32:12 PM  
Mayor Ogden asked Councilmember Barnett to put together some talking points for the Winkel water and sewer decision.  He has done that and told the Council he would give them a copy.  7:32:54 PM
Councilmember Nielson asked if Mayor Ogden wanted her to contact the schools again since it is a new year.  Mayor Ogden wanted Councilmember Nielson to contact the schools again this year.  7:33:18 PM
Councilmember Arrington thanked the Council for the help with the ATV Jamboree last week.  It was a huge success with record numbers of riders who came and enjoyed the evening festivities at the Fair Grounds.  Councilmember Barnett asked if anyone has done any kind of an economic impact analysis or study.  Councilmember Arrington indicated that Mr. Nash from the County did one last year with a survey.  It was about 1.3 million actual dollars, but it was skewed a little because a couple of the riders broke down and bought new vehicles here.   7:35:05 PM There were 3 accidents this year.  7:40:03 PM  We had 568 participants this year which was 65 more than last year.  7:40:43 PM  
Mr. Creamer reported that the city has an appointment with the CIB to present our request for funding for a new fire truck next Thursday, October 2.  Mayor Ogden, Commissioner Ogden, and Fire Chief Lance Nay will be presenters.  No idea what our success may be.  The CIB has some really large projects thrown out on the table that could set us back awhile if they choose to fund those.  Mr. Creamer stated that we have put together a good application, which is dependent upon a good amount of grant funds.  We are going in knowing what our limitations are and if they are only able to offer us all loan funds, we are probably going to have to say “no,” and wait until the timing is better.  7:42:53 PM
Mr. Creamer suggested the Council think about making a decision at the next meeting and revisiting our Main Street maintenance contract.  We need to decide if we want to go out for new proposals or if we want to extend the current contract for another 2 years, which we have the option to do.  Mr. Creamer has talked with the current contractor and he is willing to continue but if the contract is rebid, he is not sure if he will put in a proposal or not.  7:44:25 PM
8. MEETING ADJOURNED.  7:44:57 PM  At 7:44 p.m., Councilmember Christensen moved to adjourn.  Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  

PASSED and APPROVED this 14 day of October, 2014.










Recorder
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