
San Rafael Conservation District

Thursday April 10th, 2025, 10:30 AM
USDA Service Center
1090 North Des Bee Dove Rd, Castle Dale UT 84513
ATTENDING: Leon McElprang, Roger Barton, Ted Curtis, Dusty Huntington, Beth Williams, Nate Roberts, Curtis Mason (NRCS), Mistie Christiansen, Ryan Jones, Julie Weber, Shelley Barton, Rowe Zwahlen, 
Motion to approve the agenda and minutes made by Roger Barton and seconded by Ted Curtis - Approved
Requests for Assistance: Ryan said that Cory Worwood came and asked about a project in Cleveland to remove tamarisk.  The tamarisk is blocking the wash and needs to be removed so the water can flow through better, especially during heavy rain episodes.  Beth contacted the landowner.  They talked about different funding possibilities.  Cory is requesting that the district help by asking the FFA students to help clear the tamarisk.  The students have been willing to help in return for the financial support they have had from the district.  NRCS is also looking at using Strategic Funding money.
Leon said it’s a concern that building permits are issued for flood plains.  The supervisors would like to send a letter to the county and cities requesting that they stop issuing building permits in flood plains.  Roger will write a letter.
Conservation Business

Grazing Improvement – Nate Roberts asked what he can do next for water projects the district is interested in doing on the desert.  He said we need to hold a meeting to see how best to help the permitees.   Nate will send Roger a list of permitees to contact to help decide what kind of help they need and where.  
Curtis said he asked for a list from the Forest Service permitees where NEPA is done.  
Muddy Creek/Emery Reservoir Study- Mistie Christiansen asked if the district wants in invoice from the Muddy Creek Irrigation Company or from the engineers?  The district will pay the $10,000 contribution to the irrigation company, so an invoice was requested from them.
SERA – Julie distributed a tracking chart for SERA that will be used now that the district is responsible for reimbursing the supervisors.  We will need to amend the budget to include $2800 SERA funds.  The board needs to decide if they want to be paid quarterly or every 6 months.
ARDL loans – Ryan had received another application for a loan.  It was for Seth Weber.  He contacted the board electronically to approve 2 loans, one for Tate Weber and another for Michael Johansen.
Motion to ratify two loans from electronic approval for Tate Weber and Michael Johansen, and to approve one for Seth Weber, made by Roger Barton and seconded by Ted Curtis - Approved
Finance: Shelley distributed a list of transactions to approve and updates on the finances.  The following bills were submitted for payment:

USPS  (Stamps)






$  73.00


Emery Telcom (Advertising)





  114.86


State of Utah (Entity Registration)




    25.00


Hansen’s Equipment Service (Repairs on drill)


  878.18


Truax (No-till drill parts)





1959.55


Total






         $3,050.59
Ratify the check for Reuben’s BBQ for the Zone meeting                        $1,636.95

Reimbursement was received from UDAF for the first two quarters.  
Motion to approve the payment of the bills and to ratify the check for Reuben’s BBQ made by Roger Barton and seconded by Dusty Huntington – Approved

Employee Report – Beth Williams reported that she is working on the Cleveland project for tamarisk removal and on a project in Price.  She is also helping with NRCS contracts.
Meetings/Trainings/Upcoming Events:
Rancher Drought Summit on April 16th at 6pm USU Eastern (G. J. Reeves           Building, Room 187, 451 E 400 N)  
This meeting has been well attended in the other locations, so it was decided that one will be held in Price on April 16.
Green River Crop School on April 17th in Green River – Soil Health will be the theme of the meeting.    
Price River Field Day on April 22nd – Cancelled
Motion for supervisors to attend these meetings made by Roger Barton and seconded by Dusty Huntington – Approved
UDAF/ UACD Zone 7 Business: Ryan said that the time period for AG VIP applications will open soon.  Ryan recommends that landowners sign up, especially anyone putting manure on their fields.  
Cody Nielson was elected as a UACD representative for the Zone.
NRCS Business - Curtis talked about manure management programs and said it needs to include as many resource concerns as possible.  Forage quality is a resource concern that could be associated with manure management.
There are lots of high tunnel applications all over the state.  They extend the growing season for users.
NRCS may be able to help with water for livestock.

NRCS is very short on engineering help right now.  They are down 40% on their engineers.

FSA Business: Mistie said that Emery County hit D2 in the drought rating today.  If we stay in D2 for 8 weeks they will pay for hauling water.  

Crop reports for 2024 are paying out.  
Extension Business: Rowe Zwahlen is working with a wildlife specialist studying Prairie dog control.  This is a big problem in our area.
SERA forms were signed and the meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
Next Meeting- May 12th  
San Rafael Conservation District is legally classified as a limited purpose local government entity and a political subdivision of the state (Title 17D – Chapter 03).

