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Events Advisory Commission
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, April 10, 2025

Place: Orem City Center, 56 North State Street, City Council Conference Room
Time:  4:00-5:30 p.m.
Link to Meeting https://youtu.be/kU5DXQvYAcw
[bookmark: _Hlk188353356] In Attendance: Kenice Whitaker, Sydney Wong, Bryce Merrill, Peter Wolfley, Jenn Gale, Ashlie Mann (Chair), Ashley Shumway, Christie Ekins, Kami Burgess, Rodney Gardner, Paula Pilivi, Debby Lauret, Jill Winder 
Absent/Excused: Chris Killpack, Krista Tate
Guests: Brooke Williams  
 Welcome/Introductions: Ashley Mann welcomed everyone to the April Events Advisory Commission meeting. https://youtu.be/kU5DXQvYAcw?t=519
[bookmark: _Hlk195515315]Review and Approval of the Minutes of March 13, 2025: https://youtu.be/kU5DXQvYAcw?t=521  Ashlie Mann asked for a motion to approve the March meeting minutes. Ashley Shumway motioned for approval of the minutes with Rodney Gardner seconding the motion. All other attending committee members, Krista Tate, Kami Burgess, Debby Lauret, Christie Ekins, and Paula Pilivi  unanimously accepted the March 10, 2025meeting minutes. Minutes Approved.

City Updates: https://youtu.be/kU5DXQvYAcw?t=554
Oremfest Park Updates: https://youtu.be/kU5DXQvYAcw?t=815
Brooke Williams, Public Works Crew Leader, introduced herself to the committee members as the new Parks Liaison. Harley Holmes, also in the Parks Section and is over the City Center Park, will be working alongside her.  She is taking the place of Tim Dalsing. If at any time during the car show on Monday and the main events in the park Thursday through Saturday, please contact her.

Action Commitment Reporting:  https://youtu.be/kU5DXQvYAcw?t=1347
Sponsorships – Heather Cox has done a tremendous job in finding sponsorships this year. We have raised around $83.500.00 so far. We can still accept sponsorships for the next week or so then it will close in preparation for the magazine going to print. This is the highest ever raised for Oremfest.
 
Two Lights for Tomorrow – Will be held on Saturday, May 10th from 10:00 a.m. to noon. This event is the kickoff for the America 250 Anniversary celebration. This marks the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. The service project will be combined with the Friendship Week project. It will be at Nielsen Grove Park. There will be a short program celebrating Orem’s Birthday, planting a couple of trees, and cleaning up the park. Two lantern lights will shine in the new city hall to represent Paul Revere’s ride to signal the Army that the British was coming.

Open House -   There will be short tours for the public of the new city building on April 21st-23rd. The tours will be from 5:00-8:00 p.m. each night. The grand opening ceremony will be on April 22nd at 6:00 p.m. On the tours will be Mero, Orem City Royalty, Department Representatives, videos, handouts, and much more.

Food Vendors – The twenty-one food vendors have been chosen and notified. They will now begin doing the agreement and payment process.

Parade & Fireworks – Kenice reached out to the committee asking for help with the parade. This would be in the staging area. All three Orem schools will be participating in the parade, along with UVU. The Fireworks will be put to music and be broadcasted through KOHS. There will be a satellite viewing station to watch the fireworks at Orem High School. There will be music played there too.

Sportsfest	- There will be pickleball, kickball, and cornhole competitions. People that are interested in playing will need to sign up online. Again, this year, there will be Zumba at the Recreation Center and on Saturday Yoga in the Park. The Recreation Division will be over these events. 

Baby Contest – They met with the Freedom Festival and went over the details about this event. The registration will be put online in the next couple of weeks.

Pool Party – Half off admission tickets will be sold online. There will be lots of fun things planned with free ice cream, DJ and more. 

Appreciation Dinner – Plans are to have a catered dinner up at Timpanogos Park Hosting Center. It is scheduled for Friday, May 30th. Invitations will be sent out. 

Stage Entertainment – A total over eighty entries were submitted. There will be a wide variety of entertainers that should provide the crowd with a great show. Orem’s Got Talent is open for another week.

Car Show & Memorial Day – Rodney went over the various activities that would be at the Car Show and the Memorial Day Program. 
Memorial Day:  For the Memorial Day Remembrance Program on May 22nd, at 10:00 a.m. The American Legion will begin setting up the crosses and the flags at the Cemetery. On May 27th, the crosses will need to be taken down. Representative from the United States Congress, Mike Kennedy will be the main speaker. 
Car Show –  At the car show this year to begin the event, there will be a posting of colors, Pledge of Alliance, and the National Anthem. JC Hackett will be the announcer in the park. 
Boutiques	- Selections for boutique vendors have been made and the acceptance letters have been sent out. 
Children’s Crafts – Things are moving along smoothly. The two different crafts will be ordered soon. Debby would like it to be a painting craft this year. Debby is going to use the Rotary Club that she is in for volunteers but will also need help finding more. 
Orchards Jam – The applications for the Children’s Booth’s will go online early May. This year there will also be a silent dance party, which is a very poplar activity for all ages. University Place is sponsoring this activity. There will be around five hundred headphones.

Fireworks Tent – The Fireworks Tent is still in the planning stages but is always a magnificent event. Each person will receive six wristbands for family members. 

Spirit of Orem Selections – Kenice presented three names the three top names that the commission members voted to be potential candidates for this year. Ashlie asked if we nominate all three to be recognized this year 2025. After a discussion Ashlie Mann made a motion to change from two people being recognized to three this year. Debby Lauret seconded the motion, and all other commissions members voted unanimously yes.  	
 Next Meeting The next meeting will be on Thursday, May 8, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. The last one before the activities begin. 
Adjournment Ashley Shumway motioned to adjourn the meeting with Christie Ekins seconding and all other attending committee members Ashley Mann, Krista Tate, Paula Pilivi, Kami Burgess, Rodney Gardner, and Debby Lauret voted unanimously to close the meeting. Meeting adjourned at 5:13 p.m.  
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