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Mayor – Cody Grundy ~ Town Clerk – Michelle Brian ~ Town Treasurer – Jeanette Taylor


Loa Town & Waterworks Town Council Meeting	Minutes		April 10, 2025
The mayor welcomes everyone to the meeting. Town board members present: Chris Olsen is present, Don Bone is present, Derek Woolsey is present, Kori Brown is present, Michelle Brian is present, Jeanette Taylor is present, and Cody Peterson is present. 
Public Attendance: Barbara Tewell, 4H Leader – Nadia Harris, Marcy Taylor on behalf of the quilting group, Ashley Flanagan & Laurie Dillenbeck for High Fitness, Travis Van Orden, Brock Jackson from Six County. 
Cody Peterson said that he doesn’t have the arsenic results back yet so he will have to wait until next month for those. The bac T test is good. He did have to fix a leak at the county courthouse that was in the meter. He has been working on getting meters to read and they slowly whittling down the list. He mentioned that they may want to consider doing cement around the east side of the civic center building and around front of it and the town office to help with a drainage issue and also clean up the area by getting rid of small patches of grass in between the sidewalk and the curb. If they do a larger area of concrete, it will look better and tie the town office and the civic center together. The slope of the grass and dirt next to the east side of the civic center is forcing water to drain towards the building instead of away and it has the potential to flood into the east side door of the building. They all went out to survey the area and make a plan of addressing the issue. They may bid it out and see how much it will cost to fix the area and redo some sidewalk and curb as well. They will add to future agendas and also consider adding it as a project to next year’s budget. 
Business Items:
Michelle just talked about the town letter that was sent out. She just wanted to mention a few things in that letter. Cody talked to the county about dumpsters, and they have a larger one they can bring to the cemetery so they felt like maybe having Matt bring one to the park and the county bring one to the cemetery for the town clean up would be a good idea. Matt’s is a little smaller so that will work better at the park for people to use. Michelle said we will be getting out the bills for irrigation soon. She asked Kyle if he had kept track of any ownership changes from last year and he did have a few changes that he let her know about so that was helpful. It sure makes a difference when she can get information from Fremont Irrigation so she doesn’t bill people that may have sold shares. She said we have talked a little bit about vandalism, and they do believe they know who the kids were that did it, but they are only 10 or 11 years old, and they don’t have confessions from them just other kids that knew about it. It is a little hard to deal with minors and also approaching parents when they may deny doing it. Cody was able to put most the pickleball poles back together so they can work. He got a new lock on the gate. They talked about cameras and how the last ones they had were ripped down and stolen. There has been damage to the doors of the restrooms and the door handles like they have taken a screwdriver to them. But we don’t know if it was the kids or someone else that had done that. There was a teacher that sort of had a confession from someone about who had done the damage on the court, but she was going to try to talk to him again and get back to Michelle. Kori asked, are we going to have the sheriff go talk to the kids? Michelle said, well right now it is just hear say so she doesn’t think they would go talk to them because they are minors. She thought maybe they could just go address that entire class or the school about vandalism and at least see if that helps but not sure if they will do that either. They talked about getting more cameras, but no clear decision was made. The mayor said Greg Pace has some cameras at Loa Builders, maybe we should ask him how well they work and where he got them. He also said the Brown’s have them in their yard too. Kori said she can probably find out about them too. Michelle said she did put information about their knowledge of kids being the vandals so hopefully parents will talk to their kids and be more aware of it at least. Kori said her vote is we do pursue something and not just let it go by the way side or it will keep happening. But no one made a decision as to what they wanted to do. 
Brock just handed out papers about the Regional Growth Summit in a few weeks and reminded them to get registered. He mentioned there is some money out there for water infrastructure and also Six County received a grant so he can now print large maps of your towns and zones so when they want one of those, he can bring one. He said if you are going to be annexing land in then you may want to wait but just so you are aware. Hanksville is hosting the next mayor’s/commission meeting, and everyone is welcome to attend. They will be serving brisket sandwiches and doing clay shooting. So, if anyone can go to that it should be a good time. It’s Tuesday April 22nd.  Kori asked Brock if he could talk about the recreation grants that are available. It is for large projects like campgrounds but don’t let that discourage you. If you have a project in mind there are also grants for feasibility studies as well. Kori said she noticed there was a planning grant that was of no cost to the town that might be good for scoping a project. He can help with anything that they may be thinking. Kori also asked about the safe routes to the school grant, it’s for sidewalks going to school. This may not be a viable option as the school will be moving to Bicknell in the next year or two. 
Brock said as you know the taxes the town passed have been identified on the Garkane bills as a city tax and a community tax. Most utility companies list them like they are municipal energy tax and sales tax, so it just gets added to their sales tax line item. Brock and Michelle figured it would be a good idea if Garkane could clear up confusion by listing them as the taxes that they are. He reached out to Marcus via email and explained the situation and asked if he could change how they are listed. He also asked him how they were managing the people getting charged the taxes that were not residing withing the municipality. Marcus replied with they were addressing the incorrect charges to people and giving credits. He didn’t mention changing names on the taxes being charged to reflect what they actually were though. So, in other words not exactly the response we were hoping for. We still have no idea how many out-of-town residents are being charged these taxes so hopefully they are taking it seriously and checking to make sure those are being fixed. It may be something we need to ask them to come to a Loa Town meeting and actually discuss. Michelle said I guess pay attention to your bills and talk to other people and tell them to look at theirs if they don’t live inside city limits to see what they are being charged. She said that is hard part is people may not notice or be aware that if they don’t live inside a municipality that they shouldn’t be taxed. Marcie said she called the Kanab office of Garkane, and they told her that it was all surrounding areas to the towns being taxed. Brock said no that isn’t true. If you reside outside the town boundary then you shouldn’t be taxed for those. Michelle said I think that is the problem people are being told conflicting things so not sure we are going to clear this up unless we have Garkane come discuss it with us and we are all on the same page. 
 The mayor addressed the group that uses the civic center building weekly. He thanked them for coming and asked Michelle to explain why we had them come this evening. Michelle just said, as you know, the town has purchased the building, and we are still trying to figure out who uses it when and how expensive the building is going to be to maintain etc. They have found that there are some closets in the back that they do not have keys to and they have learned that two of the doors were used by the American Legion but one is empty and the other one the Legion is supposed to come get stuff out of. She is wondering if the quilters have stuff in the other two or who’s the things belong to. Marcy said the county still has stuff in one of them and she isn’t sure if they even need any of it. The quilters do have stuff in one closet. Michelle is wondering why we have a key to each of the doors when there is also a key to that back room that only a select few have. It just seems like too many keys to keep track of and the town doesn’t have a key to some of them. The town would like to get rid of keys to the doors and rekey the building, so they know who has keys and who doesn’t. The other thing that they wanted to talk about is the cleaning situation. We don’t have anyone hired yet so Jeanette and Michelle have been doing it and getting by, but they were wondering how the groups feel about cleaning up after themselves during the week since the use of the building is free to some and a very low rate to others. They would make cleaning supplies available for them to use of course but it isn’t very feasible to allow free use of the building and then pay to have someone clean up after them. So, if they could take out their own garbage, wipe down things, vacuum or mop as needed that would help them to justify allowing the free or low fees to them. They all agreed that they could do that and would have but never had any access to the supplies. Michelle said she wasn’t sure why the county had things locked up, but they will unlock that door, and they are welcome to the products. They asked the group about any issues they have noticed with the building or things that the town needed to be aware of. Nadia said she hated having a big lock on her door and didn’t see why she couldn’t just have a normal doorknob with lock for the 4H stuff. They said the heating was an issue. Marcie said they couldn’t really get it to heat up past 68 degrees. The furnaces probably need to be checked into, and maybe different thermostats installed, maybe one rather than two as well. Laurie said it would be good to have a normal toilet paper roll in the one bathroom because kids dig it out and it ends up all over. The one bathroom seems to be less messy because of the toilet paper holder its on. The town council will take all the things mentioned into consideration and look into replacing locks etc. They appreciate their willingness to help maintain the building. The town wanted to bring them altogether to be on the same page and hopefully make it easier for them to help them keep things clean and in working order. 
Travis spoke to the town’s attorney after he noticed that annexing the Peterson land would cause a peninsula basically. So, he has come to ask the town not to vote on his petition this month and he will redo things and come back with a new petition. Cody Peterson said he actually found some other information that Travis may want to look at. He spent some time with Colleen this afternoon and has a map to show everyone. They found that when they annexed the subdivision in, they left a chunk in the county, so they created a peninsula there. That was a lot of years ago obviously, but they should have come clear to the road, but they didn’t. Most of it is actually road and where the forest service parks but should have been annexed into. There are a few other properties that should want to get annexed in as well because they are in the same boat where part is in the county and part is out. They suggest that Travis try to clean it all up and get those few people on board then it will make it a straight line and Colleen said it would actually lower their property taxes if they annexed into the town and some of them can’t do much with their properties as they are. Travis asked if Michelle could get him a list of property owners and he would contact them to see if they want to jump on board. She said that she would. Travis explained his plan of subdivision for the lots along that street face. That will be a future plan, but he just wanted to show them really quick his thoughts. He asked if there were any red flags or concerns. They didn’t see anything right off, but they will have time to look more closely when it’s been submitted. 
Travis said now concerning Leavitt’s annexation, they have decided to only annex phase 1 not the entire thing for now. Michelle said, so are you starting clear over with the annexation process? He said, well that will depend on you all. He thinks he can just amend it where it is smaller than what was originally planned. But if your attorney says no that they should start over then they will start over. He said I think we may take Brian Farm off the submittal as well because he does not think BFS will want to bring water to the table and the Leavitt’s are willing to do that. He will talk to Shane tomorrow and find out if he still wants to join them in annexing or not. The thing that the Leavitt’s wants the town to decide is what is the magic number of acre feet per lot. The mayor asked if these are all ½ acre lots in phase one? He said they are like .58 so yes, they are at least ½ acre lots. Michelle said, well when they were going to annex with the church and that went south and they ended up just annexing the 5 acres for the church, Elise did not make them start clear over. They just amended the map and the date for the petition started from that date, but they did not have to do the notice of intent and start clear over. She does not know how Todd will feel but her guess is that it would just be starting from the time the new petition gets submitted. Travis said it would probably be Monday before he had a new map and amended the petition. They talked a little bit about irrigation water and how it doesn’t transfer to culinary so they would want a transfer from the Leavitt’s well not the shares. They just do not have a water ordinance in place yet, so this is a tough one. Ideally, they would have something in place already and they would know what to have Leavitt’s bring and also what to do with others that couldn’t bring water with them but would pay some acquisition fee or something so that they could purchase water from the Leavitt’s down the road or something. Travis said he feels like the annexation is an unrelated issue with the water right dispute that they have over 293. That the town should still annex them in and they can bring different water, and they can still figure out that other later. They do not know because their attorney says not to annex them until the water right 293 disputes have been settled, and they know exactly what water they have and what they need. Travis and the Leavitt’s disagree with this idea. Travis said we are willing to bring different water so you will be gaining water and not giving up water for the annexation. The mayor said we cannot make that decision tonight without legal counsel involved. Don said bottom line we need to get this 293-water figured out though. It has been going on way too long. Travis agrees it does need to be figured out but in this case it has nothing to do with the annexation because the Leavitt’s will use different water to give them not anything from 293, so it is a separate issue. The mayor said we just need to talk to our legal experts and engineers and see what we can come up with. Kori said it sounds to me like no matter what though these 293 issues do need to be solved. The mayor said yes, it is in everyone’s best interest to have it figured out. Travis agrees that it is and that it is being worked on too. Travis just said that just really should not be something that holds up this project. Kori said I disagree because it is the same people wanting to annex and the same people that the water right is being disputed with. She said I do not know the legalities of it all and I guess that is why we pay attorneys those fees to let them guide us on that. Michelle said, well this is just a business item, so you don’t need to decide anything tonight. When Todd responds they can let Travis know if he is good with them amending the petition or starting over. That works with him. Todd ended up calling in and so Michelle briefly gave him the run-down of what Leavitt’s have decided to do now instead of annexing the large amount of land to just do phase 1 with like 15 lots and bring x amount of water determined by the town. They are willing to bring water for that phase only at the time of annexation if the town can give them an amount to bring. Todd says the town does not have a water ordinance and the issue with the water right of 293 is still up in the air so he said he would say no to any annexation until they have things resolved with 293 and they have a clear idea of water they do have and then create a water ordinance based off of the water they do have. That is my view, and it is ultimately up to the council, but my council is that you create a water ordinance, and you resolve the 293 water right issue. Michelle asked if they want to still proceed with the annexation petition for these lesser amounts, can they just amend what they have and start at the petition stage? He said yes that it is fine if the notice that was sent out was more than what it being petitioned for then it would be fine. She said, yes, the notices sent out covered more people than necessary for this amended version. He said I understand they may still want to proceed but I feel like the council should be clear if they are going to deny it based on the issues we have talked about then they need to stop wasting time and money and just tell them it will be denied until things can be resolved. If the council can be clear that they do not want to annex them then hopefully the Leavitt’s will not waste their time in amending and submitting. Michelle asked Travis if you tell them that the town council will most likely deny the annexation will they still proceed or will they withdraw. Travis said they will still proceed. Todd said we can’t stop them from applying if they want to apply but just be clear that it is not until the water right 293 is settled and a water ordinance has been written. Todd said there is only two reasons they would still proceed and that is they are looking to win a political battle after the fact, or they are looking for some sort of procedural fault and both of those are not great reasons. Todd says there is no other logical motive of why they would take that position. Its either legal wrangling or hoping they can change political will as Todd sees it, that is the only reason they would still submit a petition after being told it would be denied. He said if this is the case then this is exactly why Loa should say no in the first place. Michelle said, okay it is not listed as an action item this evening, so we will not talk anymore about it. Todd said the council should consider having a closed session in the near future if not this evening and get some legal counsel as to how to move forward. She thanked him for calling in and they will let him talk to him soon. 
Michelle said we are of course hiring someone to clean the civic center, and Cody thought it might be good to have that same person clean the restrooms and kitchen at the park too, it will give them a little more to clean. If the council is okay with that then she will advertise for both. She has also had people ask how much it will pay, and she isn’t sure what to say.  She has had maybe 3 or 4 people interested in the job so it would be good to know what to say the pay may be.  They said maybe $15-20, and they may land somewhere in the middle. They will just pay an hourly rate and not bid it out like they had discussed at the last meeting. 
Charlie is unhappy with the council’s decision to allow the county to hook onto the irrigation system. Michelle had printed the minutes from the meeting that they had with Roger a year ago when they hooked onto the system without getting proper permission from the town. They said there was an old irrigation line that went to them, so they just hooked onto that old line. It was their line many years prior, so they just thought it wasn’t a big deal to hook back on. The town found out and called them in because they didn’t know if the pump could handle it or if they had it had it engineered or anything, so they called Roger in to discuss it. In that meeting it said that if there were complaints from towns people about a loss of pressure or if the pump was not handling that extra then they would need to kick them off the line. Charlie said he heard they were installing another ball field so he really thinks they should just have their own pump and irrigation pond. They did install a booster pump last year to help on their side of things. They had a couple of neighbors, Rustin Grundy and Kevin Jensen, who said they had less pressure last summer. That was all from which she had heard. Roger said that he did have it engineered last year, and it would work with our pump system, but we never saw that report, so we do not know. They were never asked about our pumps or to our knowledge shown anything on our side. Matt was never notified but they said Mountainland came over and said that it would not hurt the system. The mayor said we just need to have another discussion with them and have our engineer check it out and send them the bill. 
Action Items:
The mayor calls for a motion to approve the minutes for March. Chris motions to approve the minutes for March. Don seconds the motion to approve the minutes for March. All others voted in favor. The motion carries. March minutes are approved.
The mayor calls for a motion to approve accounts payable for April. Derek calls for a motion to approve the accounts payable for April. Chris seconded the motion to approve the accounts payable for April. All others motioned to approve accounts payable for April. Accounts payable for April are approved. 
The delinquent water lists, deposits, bank recs and financial reports were all signed off on. 
Michelle and the mayor, and Cody Peterson all met with the church’s architect, and he explained that the church was asphalting 25 feet of road and that it was plenty big to just have that 25’ and be good. But the same day the annexation was completed on the church parcel, the Leavitt’s also deeded the road to the town on the west side of the church. They didn’t know about that until the church was telling them that information. Michelle checked with Colleen, and it had been deeded to the town. The church doesn’t care if the town wants to asphalt the 25’ or not but the road is the town’s so if they don’t asphalt it then it will be up to the town to do later. The Leavitt’s have proposed asphalting the other half of that same road. That is also up to the town to decide. At this point it makes sense to approve the church to asphalt the east half of 100 west and the Leavitt’s asphalt the other half of 100 west so the town won’t have to foot that bill. It has been deeded and recorded as the town’s road so they might as well formally approve the asphalt on both sides of it.  The mayor called for a motion to approve the asphalt on the full road of 100 west, the east side done by the church and the west side half done by the Leavitt’s. Don motions to approve the asphalt done by both the church and the Leavitt’s on 100 west by the church parcel.  Chris seconded the motion to approve the asphalt done by both the church and the Leavitt’s on 100 west next to the church parcel. All others voted in favor. Motion carried. 
Information Items:
No other items were discussed. 
The mayor calls for a motion to adjourn. Chris motions to adjourn. Kori seconded the motion. All others voted in favor.
Meeting adjourned. 
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Loa Town & Waterworks Town Council Work Meeting Minutes		April 24, 2025

The mayor welcomes everyone to the meeting. Town board members present: Chris Olsen is present, Don Bone is present, Derek Woolsey is present, Kori Brown is present (late), Michelle Brian is present, Jeanette Taylor is present, and Cody Peterson is present.

There is no business other than the mayor calls for a motion to go into a closed session for reasons permitted under UCA 52-2-25(1)© strategy sessions to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation. 

Chris calls for a motion to go into a closed session. Don seconds the motion. All others voted in favor. 

The mayor calls for a motion to adjourn the work meeting. Derek motions to adjourn the work meeting. Don seconded the motion to adjourn the work meeting. All others voted in favor. 

