CITY OF OREM
NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMISSION
April 3, 2025

Place:		Conference Room #2, Public Works Building
Those present: 	Quinn Mecham, Hilary Hungerford (Online), Paul Dunn, Sarah Bateman (Online) - Natural Resources Advisory Commission members; Jenn Gale, City Council Representative (Online), Tyler Peay - Public Works Assistant Director, April Nielson - Public Works Administrative Assistant and Jared Hall – Community Development Planning Manager
Those excused: Darren Hawkins
Commission Chair, Paul Dunn, called the meeting to order.
1. Welcome and Introductions:
Jared Hall, Community Development Planning Manager, was welcomed to the meeting.
2. Discussion with Jared Hall on how to best support Community Development.
· General Plan Update: A major focus is on updating the general plan, with discussions about water conservation, parks and open space, and transportation elements. The commission's input is requested for these elements. 
· Bonneville Trail Connection: A grant application for connecting the Bonneville Trail to the Murdoch Canal Trail is in review, and community support is needed. 
· Downtown Initiatives: Discussions about a city center plan, pedestrian safety during events, and creating an arts district in downtown Orem. 
3. Report on March events – STEM like a Girl:
· STEM like a Girl: Sarah Bateman and Hilary Hungerford reported that the event went well. They thought there were 75 to 100 attendees. Sarah Bateman had a game that was popular with attendees and Hilary Hungerford’s display of items from Mongolia and discussion of sustainability issues in Orem and around the world was very interesting. The commission felt that it was a good start to a collaboration with the Orem City Library.
4. Follow-up on Awards website link and city email address: 
· Awards Website Link: 
· The link is up and running. Concerns were raised that the number of questions on the nomination website might deter people from making nominations. It was decided to make sure that it was clear that the additional questions were optional and only questions with an asterisk (*) required an answer.
· Hilary Hungerford would send a social media flyer with a link to the website to Pete Wolfey to post.
· It was suggested that photos of previous winners at the City Council meeting or pictures of award-winning yards be added to the site as it would be helpful for the public to know what the nominations mean.
· City Email Address: The Orem City IT felt that having an email address that all members of the commission could access would be a security risk. It was decided that nomination notifications would be sent to Tyler Peay and April Nielson and they would forward it on to the commission members. 

5. Planning for upcoming events:
· Earth Day with Bike Orem
· Saturday, April 26, 2025, 9 – 11 AM
· Paul Dunn will bring cups, stirrers and the hot chocolate/apple cider packets
· Hilary Hungerford will send a flyer to Bike Orem and Pete Wolfey to post

· Birding Event: 
· Quinn Mecham has been in contact with Utah Count Birders Field Trip Director, Casey Child and the President, Ivonne Carter. They would like a proposed date for the event.
· Paul Dunn will reach out to Nathan and McKenna with the city library to coordinate for the possibility of doing the birding event in June.

· UVU Events: 
· The Native Garden Grand Opening is on April 16, 2025, 3 – 5 pm. Refreshments and mocktails will be served
6. Preparing for City Council Report:
· City Council Presentation:
· The presentation is scheduled for May 13, 2025
· Paul Dunn will put the presentation together. He asked for any pictures, videos or materials that the commission would like to be included be sent to him.
7. Invitations for Future Guests:
· May: Quinn Mecham will arrange either the sustainability coordinator from Provo or Lehi to come and speak to the commission
· June: Tyler Peay will arrange for Assistant Public Works Director, Reed Price to speak to the commission
8. Committee updates / other items of business:
· Free Swap: In partnership with the Spring Cleanup on April 19, 2025, 8 am to 1 pm.
· Oremfest Booth: Commission will have a booth at Oremfest again this year. The commission would like the booth to be next to the Bike Valet with Bike Orem if possible. Tyler would check to see if they are involved in Oremfest this year.
9. Review and Approval of March 6, 2025, Meeting Minutes
	Quinn Mecham moved to approve the March 6, 2025, meeting minutes.
	Paul Dunn seconded the motion.
	Aye – 4 – Paul Dunn, Quinn Mecham, Sarah Bateman, Hilary Hungerford; Nay – 0
	Minutes approved.
10. Adjournment:
Quinn Mecham moved to adjourn the meeting.
Paul Dunn seconded the motion.
Meeting adjourned.
Meeting minutes were approved May 01, 2025.
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