LAKE POINT ANNEXATION POLICY PLAN
ADOPTED (MONTH) 2025
Introduction
This document is written to provide Lake Point with an outline for growth that shall guide the development and expansion of the municipal boundaries through annexation in a manner that is consistent with the Lake Point General Plan and state law.
It is the intent of this plan to protect and enhance the property rights of property owners within the municipal boundaries and in the unincorporated areas surrounding the city. It is further the intent that the regulations contained herein shall encourage sound planning practices and reduce problems that may be associated with the annexations.
Legislative Policy
The following statements are reflected in the State Law governing annexations and are included as a part of this Annexation Policy Plan:
Sound development within towns and cities is essential to the continued economic development of the State of Utah;
Municipalities are primarily created to provide urban-type governmental services essential for development and for the protection of public health, safety and welfare in residential, commercial, and industrial areas, and in areas under-going development;
Municipal boundaries should be extended, in accordance with specific standards, to include areas where urban-type governmental services are needed and can be provided for the protection of public health, safety and welfare, and to avoid the inequities of double-taxation and the proliferation of special service districts;
Areas annexed to municipalities in accordance with appropriate standards should receive the services provided by the annexing municipality consistent with a planned extension policy;
Areas annexed to municipalities should include all of the urbanized unincorporated areas surrounding municipalities, securing the residents within these areas a voice in the selection of their government and the services they shall receive;
Decisions with respect to municipal boundaries and urban development need to be made with adequate consideration of the effect of the proposed actions on adjacent areas and on the interests of other government units, on the cost of needed local government services, the ability to deliver the services under the proposed actions, and on factors related to population growth and density of the geographic area
The economic and financial impacts of annexation to existing towns and cities must be evaluated to ensure that annexation is financially desirable; and
To aid in an informed decision regarding expansion of the city’s municipal boundaries, concept plans to show intended uses and a potential street layout must be presented to the City Council.
Annexation Process Summary
It is expected that the Annexation Process will include, but is not limited, to the following, according to state code:
1. Filing of a notice of intent and application with Lake Point.
Preparation of legal maps of areas for the proposed annexation.
Preparation of an official petition for annexation.
Annexation can be initiated by either:
Property Owner Petition
Landowners must comply with Utah State Code § 10-2-403, including required signatures and a legal description.
City-Initiated Annexation
Lake Point may initiate annexation where it serves the public interest, especially for economic development, infrastructure efficiency, or historic preservation.
Publishing and noticing the petition.
Recommendation for zoning by the Planning Commission and final zoning designation by the City Council.
Completion of a public hearing.
Review and approval by City Council.
Opportunities for protest by entities.
Final review by City Council.
Annexation Criteria
The following criteria shall guide Lake Point’s decisions about future annexation petitions:
The need for municipal services: 
Municipal services would likely be provided either by the city or through special service districts, including but not limited to North Tooele Fire District, Lake Point Improvement Sewer District, and Lake Point Cemetery and Park District.
Lake Point believes it is in the interest of its citizens and will provide public health, safety, and welfare to assure the responsibility for providing municipal services to the expansion area as adopted by the city. The provision of municipal services to this area will assure the city of the ability to protect the interests of its residents in maximizing the benefits of the economies of scale in the provision of municipal services and in minimizing the harmful impacts of conflicting uses of land that may be proposed or occur within the expansion area.
Petitioners must outline required services and financing plans. The city will determine service necessity and provision. Lake Point will ensure annexed areas receive appropriate municipal services either directly or through special service districts. Lake Point's approach to balancing development with resource availability is mirrored in Lake Point’s annexation strategy.
The character of the community:
Lake Point is in Tooele County, Utah, has a rich history that dates to its original settlement in 1854. At that time, the area was established under the name of E.T. City. Early settlers were attracted to the region's open lands, proximity to water sources, and its potential for agriculture and livestock. They worked hard to establish a community, cultivating crops, raising livestock, and building homes. 
Lake Point has a high potential to experience significant commercial development in the near future. Recent developments in the Lake Point area have focused on expanding residential areas to accommodate the increasing population in the region. As a rapidly growing community, Lake Point is strategically positioned near the employment centers of the Wasatch Front and Tooele County, and benefits from its proximity to major transportation corridors, including Interstate 80. Looking ahead, Lake Point is expected to continue its upward trajectory, with projected growth in both residential and commercial sectors.
Lake Point’s Vision and Core Values preserve our rural lifestyle and heritage. We welcome new residents and ask all to share our commitment to maintaining a peaceful and self-sufficient way of life. We believe that the natural beauty, gorgeous sunsets, and resources of Lake Point provide ample opportunities for individuals and families to live fulfilling lives, free from the stresses and pressures of metro area living.
Plans for extension of municipal services.
Lake Point provides Waste Services. Infrastructure studies have been done or are in process by Lake Point regarding stormwater and drainage management, geotechnical studies, transportation master planning and similar, along with other information which guides service expansion. 
Development agreements and interlocal agreements will ensure infrastructure alignment with city planning, city ordinances, and the general plan. Lake Point will extend services efficiently while maintaining budget constraints and leveraging partnerships with service districts for Sewer, Water, Fire and Cemetery and Parks where applicable. The use of phased infrastructure expansion will also be considered in Lake Point to support sustainable development.
[bookmark: 4._How_the_services_shall_be_financed.]How the services shall be financed.
[bookmark: Value_3_(growth_management)_of_the_Nephi]Lake Point welcomes moderate population growth at a reasonable pace and believes that new growth should pay its own way and not create economic hardship for existing residents and businesses. To this end, Lake Point will look closely at using annexation agreements, development agreements, annexation petition fees, dedication of water shares, and similar tools to offset the financial costs of annexation.
A long-range financing plan shall be developed consistent with the General Plan to extend services to new areas. A uniform financing plan that outlines the cost of providing new services to annexed areas shall be developed with each annexation, as well as how these costs shall be met. The cost to provide new services to annexed areas shall be financed by the lands in that area unless otherwise determined by the city council
An estimate of the tax consequences:
Annexed areas must sustain municipal service costs to avoid undue tax burdens. Tax evaluations accompany annexation petitions. Lake Point’s approach to balancing tax implications will be considered in annexation policies. Commercial and industrial developments will be encouraged in strategic annexation areas to offset tax burdens on residential properties.
The expansion area map presented here, identified as favorable for annexation to Lake Point, encompasses a range of development potential at varying distances from the city. It is believed that Lake Point could adequately provide service in all these areas. Many of the lands within these areas may be suitable for industrial and commercial development and would be considered for such. Lake Point’s property tax base relies primarily upon taxing residential property. The development of non-residential uses in some newly annexed areas could ultimately result in some relief for the residential properties throughout the city. 
It is generally believed that annexation in the general areas shown, if monitored by the city to assure a satisfactory balance of land uses, would not alter the distribution of taxes to any great extent. It is recognized also that the potential exists for commercial development and the generation of sales taxes to augment the city’s revenues. 
The areas shown as favorable for annexation are all or partially within the Lake Point Improvement Sewer District, Oquirrh Mountain Water Company District, North Tooele Fire District, and the Tooele Valley Mosquito Abatement District and are subject to tax levies imposed by these special districts.
The interests of all affected entities. 
Entities potentially impacted by annexation may include but are not limited to Tooele County School District, North Tooele Fire District, Lake Point Improvement District (sewer), Lake Point Cemetery and Park District, Tooele Valley Mosquito Abatement District, Toole County Sheriff, Unincorporated Tooele County, BLM, and water conservancy districts. 
Input from these entities will be sought, mirroring Lake Point’s practice of consulting impacted jurisdictions to ensure seamless service transitions. Additionally, interlocal agreements, similar to those used by Lake Point will be considered to streamline the integration of services in newly annexed areas.
20 Year Population Projection
The 20-year population projection required by Utah law, is included in the city’s General Plan and in Table I below:
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Full Development Plan. 
Lake Point is a Gateway to Tooele County and Lake Point prioritizes commercial, industrial, recreational, and other expansion. Lake Point desires increased commercial and industrial expansion and supports mixed use development west of Highway 36 and south of Pole Canyon road East of Highway 36. 
Lake Point’s focus on preventing fragmented developments will be incorporated into Lake Point’s growth planning. 
In conjunction with Lake Point’s General Plan, the need for additional land suitable for residential, commercial, and industrial development over the next 20 years will be evaluated. 
Lake Point will also consider the need for including and expanding agricultural lands, recreational areas, historical sites, wildlife management, and similar expansion areas for the municipality.
New annexations may include areas which are undeveloped, and which contain unique features and characteristics. Such areas may include historic sites, open space, riparian areas, shore lands, and natural resource areas. Expansion of the city into these areas will allow appropriate preservation while blending in development and providing appropriate growth and management opportunities to benefit property owners and the citizens of Lake Point.
Consistency with General Plan. 
All annexations shall be considered from the point of view of the general plan. The goals and objectives of the general plan shall guide in the development and consideration of the annexation.
Annexations must support the General Plan’s objectives, balancing growth with infrastructure capacity and the General Plan. Lake Point will ensure annexation policies are consistent with long-term city planning. A structured annexation review process will be implemented to maintain consistency with broader city goals.
Lake Point will review and consider the impact that various types of zoning and growth will have on existing rural character of the area, agriculture use, and rural residential neighborhoods with the goal of maintaining liberty, the rural small-town character, and open feel, of the area. Lake Point will be mindful of land use changes as it impacts natural resources and the overall aesthetic of the city.
The annexation plan will consider compatibility with surrounding and abutting parcels in terms of land use, zoning regulations, and architectural guidelines. This approach will help preserve the cohesive character of Lake Point while accommodating growth in a harmonious manner. By maintaining compatibility, Lake Point aims to continue fostering a sense of community and belonging for all residents.
Lake Point’s methodology for defining annexation areas based on serviceability, geographic considerations, impact on current and future residents, adherence to the general plan and other policy plan factors will be applied consistently in Lake Point. Specific land use designations will be assigned to annexation areas when reviewed in advance to ensure alignment with the city’s long-term vision.
Expansion Area Defined. 
Attachment A includes the Expansion Area Map, defining areas for expansion feasibility and long-term planning. 
The expansion area is determined based on proximity to existing infrastructure and the feasibility of extending municipal services efficiently and providing additional opportunities for preservation and recreation for residents.
The Expansion Area of Lake Point shall be of sufficient size to accommodate planned commercial, industrial, residential and recreational growth consistent with the General Plan taking into account the following: 
1. Land with natural constraints, i.e., sensitive lands, water sheds, water drainage, cliffs, steep slopes, views, vegetation preservation, etc. 
Existing and proposed streets including Master Transportation Planning.
Land use patterns already created by existing subdivisions, recorded plats, or large-lot divisions, etc. 
Plans to continue existing developments to their completion. 
Preservation of public infrastructure and water sources.
Needs for preservation and expansion of open space, parks, trails, and wildlife habitat. 
Consider population growth projections for the municipality and adjoining areas for the next 20 years as outlined in the General Plan.
Consider, in conjunction with the municipality's general plan, the need over the next 20 years for additional land suitable for residential, commercial, and industrial development
Consider the reasons for including agricultural lands, forests, recreational areas, and wildlife management areas in the municipality
Expansion Area Boundary Guidelines. 
The following factors shall be considered in determining the precise location of Expansion Boundaries. 
1. Geographic, topographic, and man-made features. 
Location of public facilities. 
Availability of services needed. 
Location of natural resource lands and critical areas. 
Planning growth in this way shall provide the following advantages to Lake Point: 
1. Encourage an effective development pattern. 
Provide a focused plan for preserving existing public facilities and capital investments and extension of public facilities in the future. 
Develop and maintain fiscal integrity in city operations by encouraging the full utilization of existing streets and other public facilities. 
Diversify and strengthen the tax base of the community. 
Protect and preserve natural and environmental and rural features that are desired by the community. 
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