Emery County Public Lands Meeting
October 7, 2014
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Ed Geary, Rod Player, Mark H. Williams, Chuck Semborski, Jon Gilbert, Mistie Christiansen
PLC Staff:  Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  Jake Mellor, Paul Cowley, Josh Winkler, Matt Blocker, Jaydon Mead, Commissioner Nelson, Alice Wadley, Kelsey Berg, Garrick Hall, Ken Theis, Kyle Beagley, Ahmed Mohsen, Becky Andres, Val Payne, Laurel Nielson, Paula Wellnitz, Steve Fluke, Susan White, Hannah Lockhart
Excused:  
1. Welcome:  Ed welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Rod Player made motion to accept the September 2, 2014 PLC Meeting Minutes as recorded, seconded by Mark H. Williams, motion carried. 
3.  Chairman Comments and Report on Public Meeting and Field Trip:  Ed stated that the Council held their Public Meeting and Field Trip and that both were very much worth while. There was not a lot of attendance at the public meeting but had representation from grazing permittees, motorized recreation, delegation from the BLM and Congressional Staffs.  They had good points come out and had good discussion and thinks it was worthwhile and it was important that we did it because that is our commitment - to keep people informed.  We know that if our recommendation is ever implemented that suddenly there will be people who will rise up and say why wasn’t I told about it?  Due to road damage they could not go to the northern part of the proposed park expansion but did have permittees from that area who were able to share their concerns.  They also had a permittee whose allotment is adjacent to the current park who shared some of the things he was concerned about.  Ed thanked everyone who attended the meeting and the field trip as it was a productive use of our time.
4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill:  Commissioner Nelson stated that they went to Washington DC and had very productive meetings.  
Commissioner Nelson also reported on a tour of the swell he took with DNR on September 9th.   Everyone from the state that had something to do with the Division of Natural Resources was represented there – State Parks, Wildlife Resources, DOGM, etc. but the nice part about that was that they also had federal agencies represented – Ahmed Mohsen from BLM, Allen Rowley from FS, and it was nice to let them see what is going on in the Emery County Public Lands Initiative.  They also had representation from Farm Bureau and the Washington Delegations.  
5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  None
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  Steve Fluke with the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Program reported that they are getting ready to begin the construction work for the San Rafael Mine Closure project next week and it will be about four months of continuous work but will shut down for the winter and begin again in the spring.  They will be working in Red’s Canyon – Tomsich Butte area, Hidden Spender and still have some work around Bottle Neck and Wickiup areas.  There will be two crews working to close about 150 mine openings.
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Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  None
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  None
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Kyle Beagley reported that they had an internal Resource Specialist onsite looking at a potential route connecting Wagon Road Ridge to the Mary’s Lake road and is in the preliminary phase and are looking at various options.  Ray stated in regards to the Wagon Road Ridge proposed trail, that it was proposed several years ago and the Ranger at that time made a decision not to proceed with it so it should be a part of the record.  This council did not support that going forward so the FS needs to bring it to this Council to make a decision on that and he does not know why that is being revisited as a previous decision has been made.  Kyle stated that the road is basically in Sanpete County and that is where the pressure is coming from.  Ray stated that the road is in Sanpete County but it is in Emery County’s watershed.  
Internally, the Des Bee Dove trail has also been talked about and at this point they have not gone out on the ground to do an initial analysis in the field.  He is working at Skyline and Sufco mines on projects and exploration drilling plans.  Skyline Mine does have a proposal to do a vent shaft in Swen Canyon north of Electric Lake which includes a power line coming from their mining location to the vent shaft.  They also have another vent shaft proposal from the Granger Ridge area.  
Randy stated that we have been working with Darren on the log jams in Huntington Canyon and Left Hand Fork.  There are now three log jams along Hwy 31 above the debris basin and there are least four very large log jams up Left Hand Fork.  There has been discussion with all the various entities with what to do with these.  Some would like to leave the log jams in place in Left fork because there are many places on the forest where they actually work to create that kind of situation for various purposes and it also costs money to move them so they have a decision to make.  Their concern is that they won’t stay there as they have seen the power that is in the storms and if one or more of them came down in a major storm all at once it could literally wipe the highway and bridge completely out.  At this point, it looks like they are going to remove the ones along Hwy 31 and then they are still talking about Left Hand Fork.  There is some talk about putting another small catch basin where the campground used to be in Left Hand Fork and if a log jam did release then at least it would catch most of the debris. They had a concept drawn up for that and looked at costs on it and we don’t have any more federal money available so they have to figure whether or not if they can get state money and/or find some forest money.  
Their new Manti-LaSal forest supervisor, Mark Pentecost, will start Mid-October. 

Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  None
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  Aaron Farmer reported that the parks have been very busy.  Goblin Valley had two medical call outs one in Ding Canyon and the other in Dang Canyon.  He thanked both the Sheriff’s Office and Sheriff’s Posse for their help on these.  They have a meeting with the BLM on Thursday in Price and with SITLA next week at Goblin Valley.  There is a State Parks Board Meeting in Green River on October 28th & 29th.  
Washington Delegation Staff:  Kelsey from Congressman Chaffetz’s Office appreciated being invited on the Goblin Valley Tour.  She thinks that everything talked about in regards to everyone’s concerns – permittees, state parks, etc. that they are positive on going forward.  They would like the Escalante-Dominguez NCA in Colorado to come over and do a presentation 
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with Emery County, Grand, and San Juan counties to try and get all of our questions answered and she will send out some dates to see what works for everyone.  

On Wednesday, October 8th, Chief Tom Tidwell from the Forest Service is in town and the Congressman and Wade Garrett will meet with him and will discuss public lands and some of the things asking for their support because there are things that will impact the FS. They will also be discussing riparian grazing and are hoping that the cooperation that they are getting on the local level will translate to the federal level. They will also discuss the Bighorn Sheep issue, state water rights for ranchers, and waters of the US and also the permits to take pictures in wilderness and will try to get more clarification on this.  
This past week the Fish & Wildlife came out with their listing for the Yellow-billed Cuckoo and apparently Utah is in its 9 states, 65 counties, 80 river habitat area.  They have signed a letter along with many other western states because if you look at their proposed land it is pretty much the whole west and it includes areas where the Cuckoo has never existed nor currently exists.  Their concern is the riparian areas.  In their letter they hope to extend the comment period because it was 60 days with no public hearings.  Their concern, along with Sage Grouse, is why they are doing whole regions when there are only individual areas with the birds.   
Hannah from Senator Lee’s Office reported that the Senator was elected to be the Steering Committee Chairman for the next couple of years.  The Steering Committee is a separate caucus in the Senate and they meet every week to talk about what is happening on the floor and looks toward moving in a uniform block to pass legislation or amend them.  He met with Leader McConnell and talked policy for two hours and it seems that if the republicans take the senate they would need an agenda and Senator Lee has some pieces of legislation-bills that he has introduced that kind of fit right in that hole and Senator McConnell was very interested in hearing to what he had to say.  She passed out a booklet of Senator Lee’s agenda in regards to things across the board.  They will get back into session November 12th.  

Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  Ahmed reported that he made a Decision on the San Rafael River Restoration Project which is a cooperative program between BLM and Department of Wildlife on restoring the San Rafael watershed.  It is a phased project to improve the water flow as it is has channelized and they have also been working with the DWR on increasing the meandering part and pool rippling ratio to allow for a habitat for fish and also for sediments to settle.  It will probably take 5-7 years to implement.  
They are getting some oil & gas activity up on the Tavaputs and that is not slowing down.  They have a couple of proposals for a pipeline coming out from Uintah and Duchesne Counties to Price.  They do not have a formal application but they have met with the applicants.  

They are about ready to make a decision on the Range Creek Fire & Fuels Project planned for the area and it includes grazing as one of the biological control treatments.  The project is for a 62,000 acre area and they will use different land treatments to deal with the fuel loads.  
Ahmed introduced Rebecca Andres their new Law Enforcement Officer.  Rebecca stated as far as public service, she worked in Arizona with the FS as an archaeologist and spent a year in fire there as well.  She then accepted the law enforcement officer position out of Missoula, MT for the FS and did that for eight years and then accepted the position in Price.  She is still waiting for some paperwork to get done then she will do 3-6 weeks training with other BLM rangers and then will hit the ground running.
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6.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Ed had the council look at the paper of the PLC meeting dates schedule for next year to see if there were any problems and if so can review at next months meeting.  There are also three Council seats that expire at the end of the year and hope they think of reapplying.  
Ray stated that he would like to set a Work Meeting for the Council on October 14th at 1:00 pm to discuss some issues that some conservation partners have brought up in their Washington visit and subsequent visit with them to look at fine tuning our proposal.
7.  Concerned Citizens:  None
8.  Adjourn:  Rod Player made motion to adjourn, seconded by Jon Gilbert, meeting adjourned.
11-4-14:  Minutes approved with corrections.

