

Logan Municipal Council

     Logan, Utah

        October 21, 2014

Minutes of the meeting of the Logan Municipal Council convened in regular session on Tuesday, October 21, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Logan City Municipal Council Chamber, 290 North 100 West, Logan, Utah.  Chairman Karl B. Ward conducting.

Council members present at the beginning of the meeting: Chairman Karl B. Ward, Vice Chairman Jeannie F. Simmonds, Councilmember Holly H. Daines and Councilmember S. Eugene Needham.  Administration present:  Finance Director Richard Anderson, City Attorney Kymber Housley and City Recorder Teresa Harris. Excused: Mayor H. Craig Petersen and Councilmember Herm Olsen.
OPENING CEREMONY. 

Logan City Finance Director Richard Anderson gave the opening thought/prayer and led the audience in the pledge of allegiance.  
Chairman Ward welcomed those present. There were approximately 18 citizens in the audience at the beginning of the meeting. 


Meeting Minutes.  Minutes of the Council meeting from October 7, 2014 were reviewed and approved with minor changes.
ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Daines seconded by Councilmember Needham to approve the October 7, 2014 minutes and approve tonight’s agenda. Motion carried unanimously.
  
Meeting Agenda.  Chairman Ward announced there would be one public hearing at tonight’s Council meeting.  

Meeting Schedule.  Chairman Ward announced that regular Council meetings would be held the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 5:30 p.m. The next regular Council meeting is Tuesday, November 4, 2014. 
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL.
Logan resident Bill Bower addressed the Council. He recently met with Mayor Petersen regarding pedestrian crossings and expressed his concern about the safety of pedestrians. He feels the police department needs to better enforce the rights of pedestrians in a crosswalk. 
Vice Chairman Simmonds suggested an educational campaign regarding pedestrians and crosswalks be sent out in the utility bills.
Logan resident Michael Anthony addressed the Council regarding what he feels is an economic concern for the City of Logan regarding non-owner occupied housing trends in Logan City. He referred to the older communities in Logan as our “Heritage Centers”.
He feels that City leaders need to address the possibility of degradation of values to these areas due to market conditions and the increase in non-owner occupancy impacting the “Heritage Centers.”
He stated that one area of Logan’s “Heritage Homes” located in the area of 600 South to 1000 North framed by Main Street to 600 West. Mr. Anthony referred to this area as the “West Heritage District.” In this area there are a multitude of residential properties ranging from mansions to small cottages as well as multi-residential. Again, Mr. Anthony noted his concern about the growing single family non-owner occupancy trend. He would like to see City leaders and civic leaders come together and help themselves by doing more than just observe the ongoing problem and promote home ownership occupancy in Logan. He feels that civic intervention by the private sector in support with and by the City of Logan is needed. If no action is taken, he feels that the current condition will increase not only non-owner occupancy but in the near term of years, the spiraling of values and again furthering Logan City services and costs. 
Mr. Anthony suggested a private altruistic organization aimed at causing home occupancy ownership for now and in the future is needed. A potential retiree and new home owner market is a potential solution to aid in stabilizing a de-stabling trend. 
Mr. Anthony stated that he will email his comments in their entirety to the Council. 
MAYOR/STAFF REPORTS.
Updates on Projects/Issues – Teresa Harris, City Recorder
The following updates were given:

Mark Nielsen, Public Works Director – Mr. Nielsen reported he has received several calls regarding the new intersection at Center Street 200 East. Traffic counts are being completed at this intersection and will be evaluated to determine if a traffic light is warranted. Once that has been completed, it will take approximately four months for the overhead traffic lights to be installed. Flashing stop signs have been ordered and will be installed until the overhead traffic lights are implemented.
Richard Anderson, Finance Director – Mr. Anderson reported the new utility billing system has been up and going now for three weeks and is going well. He is very pleased with the new system and billing has been sent out. The cost of postage continues going up so his department is trying to incentivize people to pay their bill online, several people have already signed up to pay their bill this way. 
Vice Chairman Simmonds commented that she would like to see this incentivized the opposite way so that someone who is elderly or doesn’t know how to pay their bill online does not get penalized but they will get an incentive if they want to pay online.  

Mr. Anderson responded there will be situations where they will grant a waiver to those who are absolutely not able to pay their bill online and each individual case will be considered. He is also hoping to outsource printing of the utility bills to save on costs. 

Issa Hamud, Environmental Director – Mr. Hamud reported that a meeting was held on October 9 with Clarkston landowners to discuss right-of-way acquisitions for the access road to the new landfill. He felt the meeting was productive and most of the questions from the property owners were answered which included drainage, greenbelt/tax issues, etc. He said most of the questions have been answered and not everyone was in favor but at this time there is 30% that have committed to transfer right-of-way to the City of Logan and they have already signed a contract. He feels by the end of the week it will go to 50%. There are still questions from property owners, some might hold out and they might have to be handled differently. The deadline to sign is this Thursday, October 23 and by signing on or before this date they will receive a $500 bonus. Most of the concerns from the property owners are related to the landfill itself.

City Attorney Kymber Housley commented that most property owners have accepted the fact that the road is going in. There are some situations where the properties are affected by the conservation program and property owners are concerned about how this will impact them.   
COUNCIL BUSINESS.
Board Appointment – Chairman Karl B. Ward.

Chairman Ward asked the Council for ratification of the appointment of Matt Perry to serve on the Renewable Energy and Conservation Advisory Board (RECAB) which is a three year term. Chairman Ward clarified that members of RECAB are appointed by the Municipal Council. 

ACTION. Motion by Vice Chairman Simmonds seconded by Councilmember Daines to approve ratification of Matt Perry as presented. Motion carried unanimously.
Councilmember Daines commented that last year the Council talked about what they could do to help educate the public regarding air quality. She announced that a flyer has been designed and prepared by the Bear River Health Department and it will go out in the November utility bills. She also suggested that an educational campaign regarding pedestrian safety could go out in the utility bills as well. 
Vice Chairman Simmonds added that a renewable/solar energy flyer will also go out in the utility bills in the near future. 
Mr. Anderson stated that we need to be careful about what is going out in the utility bills and to remember the purpose is for people to look at their billing and it should not included a lot of additional information. As we transition to online billing, we will not be able to include flyers in the utility bills but there are other ways to send critical notices to people if needed. 
ACTION ITEM. 
PUBLIC HEARING - Budget Adjustment FY 2014-2015 appropriating: $41,255 reimbursement for the Little Bridge Creek Fire; $15,346 additional funds awarded to the Logan City Police Department for Bullet Proof Vest Purchases – Resolution 14-77 
At the October 7, 2014 Council meeting, Finance Director Richard Anderson addressed the Council and explained the proposed budget adjustment. 

Chairman Ward opened the meeting to a public hearing.

There were no comments and Chairman Ward closed the public hearing. 

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Daines seconded by Vice Chairman Simmonds to approve Resolution 14-77 as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

WORKSHOP ITEM.

Budget Adjustment FY 2014-2015 appropriating: $26,747 to reimburse the Fire Department for expenses incurred for the Sunflower Fire; $95 restricted donated K-9 funds for the purchase of K-9 bite sleeves; $195,000 from the Public Works Equipment Reserves for the purchase of a sweeper; $32,730 for a grant the Parks & Recreation Department received for their After School Program; $10,000 for an additional Emergency Management Performance Grant – Resolution 14-80 – Richard Anderson
Finance Director Richard Anderson addressed the Council and explained the proposed budget adjustment. Reimbursement for the expenses incurred for the Sunflower Fire come from the United States Forest Service. 
The proposed resolution will be an action item and public hearing at the November 4, 2014 Council meeting. 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS. 
There were no other considerations from the Mayor or Council. 
ADJOURN to meeting of the Logan Redevelopment Agency
Chairman Ward welcomed everyone to the Logan Redevelopment Agency meeting. 

WORKSHOP ITEMS.

Consideration of a proposed resolution authorizing the preparation of the Auto Mall Community Development Project Area Draft Plan – Resolution 14-78 RDA – Kymber Housley, City Attorney
City Attorney Kymber Housley explained the proposed resolution which starts the process for a Community Development Area (CDA) authorizing the preparation of the Auto Mall Community Development Project Area Draft Plan. A meeting was held with representatives of the taxing entities and there is general support for the concept and they are waiting to see the specifics. The proposed resolution is to authorize staff to create a draft plan and once created there will be public notice/public hearing. There is no requirement for a blight hearing. We have an existing RDA in this area now and the request is to extend and include other areas. The intent is for the Young Auto Group to separate the two dealerships they have now and eventually add up to 3 more for a total of 5 dealerships. 
Mr. Housley continued and said this RDA area has already paid for the infrastructure costs and the City won’t put in additional improvements and if so they will be minor. This will be an incentive to bring other dealerships into the new facility and they will be privately developed. The RDA will continue until its lifespan. 
Mr. Anderson commented the deficit in this RDA will be close to a break even. In the origination of this RDA almost 15 years ago the general fund loaned $75,000 and the Environmental Department loaned $90,000. These two funds took a loss which occurred 3 years ago. 
The proposed resolution will be an action item and public hearing at the November 4, 2014 Council meeting. 

Consideration of a proposed resolution approving Agency Assistance in the Neighborhood Nonprofit Housing Corporation’s “Welcome Home-Own in Logan” Program – Resolution 14-79 RDA – Kymber Housley

Community Development Director Mike DeSimone explained the proposed resolution which is a program that encourages home ownership within the City of Logan by making the acquisition of a home more affordable by providing down payment/closing cost assistance to low-to-moderate income homebuyers. The Economic Development Committee has reviewed the requested assistance and recommended approval to the Logan Municipal Council of a grant from the Agency’s affordable housing funds, in an amount not to exceed $70,000, to provide funding to Neighborhood Nonprofit Housing Corporation’s “Welcome Home – Own in Logan” program. The program will provide additional incentives for rental conversions. 
Program Summary:

· Increase the Base Grant to $5,000 and include a repayment requirement of this amount in the case of death or sale of the home to a non-qualified buyer. No 10 years forgiveness on this base grant.

· The Matching Grant remains the same and will match dollar for dollar on down payment funds provided by a prospective purchaser, up to $2,500. This grant is forgiven after 10 years and can roll over to another qualified purchaser if the property is sold.

· The Rental Conversion Grant is new and is intended to stimulate the conversion of existing single family dwelling units used as rentals into owner occupied single family dwellings. This grant is forgiven after 10 years and can roll over to another qualified purchaser if the property is sold. 

General Program Parameters:

· Not limited to just first time homebuyers.

· Eligibility based on income – household below 80% of Logan’s annual median income.

· 10 year lien filed on property – repaid if sale/forgiven after 10 years.

· Welcome Home Ownership Program administered by Neighborhood Non-Profit.

· Rental Conversion Grant requires proof of rental usage for the 24 month period of time prior to the sales date.
The proposed resolution will be an action item and public hearing at the November 4, 2014 Council meeting. 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m.                                    
          Teresa Harris, City Recorder
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