Minutes of the Commission Meeting of the Board of Commissioners, Carbon County, State of Utah, held Wednesday, April 2, 2025 in the Commission Room of the Administration Building, Price, Utah, commencing at 4:30 p.m.

Those present:	Tony Martines, Commission Chair 
Larry Jensen, Commissioner
Jared Haddock, Commissioner - Excused

Also present:	Lyn Hansen, Deputy County Attorney
			Geni Hawk, Commission Secretary
			Seth Marsing, Clerk/Auditor - Excused
Lori Perez, Chief Deputy Clerk
Kellie Payne, HR Director
Jeff Woods, Sheriff

Commissioner Martines recognized that it was Commissioner Jensen’s birthday today. We appreciate all that Commissioner Jensen has brought to the County.

Commissioner Haddock and Clerk/Auditor Seth Marsing are excused from the meeting.

1)  Approval of Minutes

Commissioner Martines stepped down and approved the March 19, 2025 Commission Meeting minutes. Commissioner Jensen seconded. Motion carried.

2) Employee of the Month – Kellie Payne

Kellie introduced Steve Maxfield as the April Employee of the Month. Steve is from the IT Department and is full of knowledge. We truly appreciate him. He was nominated by Zac Wise. It is also Steve’s 10th year anniversary with the County.

Zac Wise said he wanted to show appreciation for Steve and the IT Department. Zac recently transitioned to the Communications Department and Steve has been helping him learn things and adjust to his new job. He has been patient and understanding and brings things down to Zac’s level. Steve finds ways to save the County money and is a great steward of the public funds. Steve much deserves this recognition. The Commissioners thanked Steve for his hard work.
 
3) Super Service Award  - Tina Grange

Tina said this nomination came from someone in the public who said Connor works at the drive-up window during lunch and is always so kind and gives great recommendations of what to order. The April Super Service Award goes to Connor Bakelar at Taco Time. Connor thanked all. 

4) Consideration and possible approval of Public Arts Grant Memorandum of Understanding applicants, Helper Brewing LLC, Alexandra Fuller-Lo and Behold LLC and Boys & Girls Club – Tina Grange

Tina said their board has completed the scoring of the public arts grant applications. Public art is an important part of our community. It beautifies our community, starts conversations and visitors like to see and take pictures of the art and post selfies on social media. The board received five applications and three have qualified for the grant. Helper Brewing Company partnered with Chris for a mural on the rail car that is used for storage. Alexandra Fuller partnered with Helper City for a photography piece on the sidewall of the Rio Theater. The Boys and Girls Club of Price along with the Salt Lake Boys & Girls Club are painting the side of their building. The kids will play a part in creating the mural. The total for all three is $22,400.

Tina said the grant money comes from the Restaurant Tax that is collected at our restaurants. Her board likes a portion of the restaurant tax to go back into the community. This is a matching grant and the applicants have to match with in-kind work or cash dollars.

Commissioner Jensen made a motion to approve the Public Arts Grant Memorandum of Understanding applications for Helper Brewing LLC, Lo and Behold LLC and the Boys & Girls Club of Salt Lake and Price. Commissioner Martines stepped down and seconded. Motion carried.

5) Sealed Request for Proposal for commercial valuation services – Amy Peters

Assessor Amy Peters said one bid was received. This request is for appraising commercial properties in the County and includes a cost analysis. Geni Hawk, Commission Secretary, read the bid.

Johnson Appraisal Inc – St. George, UT  The detail review is $240,000, time required is varied. The fee for services is $200 per hour and an $80,000 retainer. Geni read additional requirements. The bid includes qualifications.

Amy asked to allow this bid to be reviewed in order to check for credentials and then a decision would be made on whether to accept or deny.

Commissioner Jensen made a motion to acknowledge the bid from Johnson Appraisal, St. George, Utah and authorize Amy and Keven to make a recommendation. Commissioner Martines stepped down and seconded.  Motion carried.

6) Consideration and possible approval of Resolution 2025-01 authorizing an interlocal agreement for the RC Solar Community Reinvestment Project Area

Commissioner Martines said this is another opportunity for a second solar project in Carbon County. We are glad to see the growth in our community which will help the tax base. 

Commissioner Jensen said this is Phase 2, the first phase being the Wellington project. The agreements have to be made with the County first and then with each of the taxing entities including the Carbon School District, Price River Water Improvement District and Water Conservancy District. Each of these entities agree that they are willing to give part of the taxes back to the developer to help make it financially work. The Wellington project taxes began to be paid in 2024. This has brought money in for the County, School District, PRWID and the Water Conservancy District. This is added to the tax base and will help lower residential taxes.

Commissioner Martines said the community involvement includes using local services and companies. They have established scholarships to Utah State University Eastern.

Luigi Resta, President & CEO of rPlus Energies, said the first project, Graphite Solar Project, began in 2016. He is glad to hear that the taxes are starting to come in 2024 and are beneficial. They are excited to be able to establish the local scholarships not only with Graphite Solar but also with the Green River Solar Project in Emery County. The are collectively, over $450,000 in scholarships to the community.

The RC Solar project is located north of the Graphite Solar project on State Trust Land and on the Jensen family property. This project is not located on any high valued land. They are now working on the offtake contract for that project. PacifiCorp is challenged with economic uncertainty and the overall world related to tariffs and inflation in the coming months. Getting the CRA in place is a critical step in advancing the project. They really appreciate building projects - In the State, By the State, For the State. The projects have used local resources and construction companies on all three projects. 
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Commissioner Jensen noted that the Jensen property referred to in Luigi’s comments, has no relationship to his family. They are a different Jensen family. Commissioner Martines said along with the scholarships, rPlus Energies has also sponsored the rodeo.

Commissioner Jensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-01 authorizing the interlocal agreement for RC Solar Community Reinvestment Project Area. Commissioner Martines stepped down and seconded. Motion carried.


7) Adjourn as the Carbon County Board of Commissioners and convene as the Redevelopment Agency of Carbon County

Commissioner Jensen made the motion to adjourn as the Carbon County Board of Commissioners and convene as the Carbon County Redevelopment Agency. Commissioner Martines stepped down and seconded. Motion carried.

Commissioner Jensen said this next item addresses the agreements with each of the taxing entities. This allows the County to send a bill to RC Solar for their taxes. RC Solar pays their taxes to the County; the County takes, by State Statute, 10% of that tax and put it into a housing fund and 3% for administrative fees. The remaining money is split in half between each of the taxing entities and RC Solar. In order for us to move forward and be able to hold back some of the tax we receive in the beginning, we enter into these agreements with the taxing entities. 

8) Consideration and possible approval of Resolution RDA 2025-01 Authorizing the Execution of the Interlocal Agreement for the RC Solar Community Reinvestment Project Area

Commissioner Jensen made a motion to approve Resolution RDA 2025-01 Authorizing the Execution of the Interlocal Agreement for the RC Solar Community Reinvestment Project Area. Commissioner Martines stepped down and seconded. Motion carried.

9) Consideration and possible approval of Resolution RDA 2025-02 Authorizing a Participation Agreement for the RC Solar Community Reinvestment Project Area

Commissioner Jensen said this is a continuation of the required steps. 

Commissioner Martines stepped down and made a motion to approve RDA 2025-02 Authorizing a Participation Agreement for the RC Solar Community Reinvestment Project Area.  Commissioner Jensen seconded. Motion carried.

10) Adjourn as the Redevelopment Agency of Carbon County and convene as Carbon County Board of Commissioners

Commissioner Jensen made a motion to adjourn as the Redevelopment Agency of Carbon County and convene as the Carbon County Board of Commissioners. Commissioner Martines stepped down and seconded. Motion carried.

11) Review of Department Reports

Commissioner Jensen made a motion to adjourn. 
	
The meeting adjourned at 4:52 p.m.	 
	


							_________________________________ 
							Tony Martines, Chairman
				Carbon County Commission
ATTEST:	
____________________________
Seth Marsing, County Clerk/Auditor 	
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