MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF EMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HELD IN THE EMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

APRIL 1, 2025


Present at the meeting was Commission Chairman Keven Jensen, Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Dennis Worwood, Attorney Mike Olsen, Sheriff Tyson Huntington, Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox, elected officials and citizens.

CONSENT AGENDA

(1)
APPROVAL OF CHECK EDIT LIST, REQUISITIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS..

The Warrant Check Edit List #268021 through and including #268096 was presented for payment.

Requisitions were presented for the following:

Requisition	Description							Amount

18-25		2021 Ford F-150 Supercrew
		Sheriff								$36,000.

19-25		2021 Ford F-150 Supercrew
		Sheriff								$34,000.

20-25		2020 Ford F-150 Supercrew
		Sheriff								$26,000.

21-25		Remodel-Wall-Assessor’s Office
		Assessor							$21,600.

22-25		Furnace-installation Green River Substation
		Sheriff-Green River						  $3,495.

There were no dispositions.

(2)
APPROVAL OF MARCH 18, 2025 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES.


(3)
APPROVAL OF BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATION FOR MONA SCHOENFELDER FOR SHORT TERM RENTAL/AIRBNB.

(4)
APPROVAL OF LETTER OF SUPPORT TO HUNTINGTON CITY FOR THEIR APPLICATION FOR FUNDING TO BUILD PICKLE COURTS.

(5)
APPROVAL TO APPOINT KEERA JUSTICE TO THE EMERY COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD TO SERVE A FOUR(4) YEAR TERM.

(6)
APPROVAL TO RESCIND SETH MANNINGS APPOINTMENT TO THE EMERY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION BOARD.

(7)
APPROVAL OF OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL FOR ECSO DISPATCHERS TO ATTEND THE NENA 2025 ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND EXPO IN LONG BEACH, CA.

(8)
NOTIFICATION: SELECTED EMMA GRIMM AS PART TIME LIFEGUARD WORKING UP TO 19.75 HOURS PER WEEK.  WAGE GRADE 3.

(9)
NOTIFICATION: SELECTED KYLEE TAYLOR AS THE PART TIME ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN FOR THE FERRON LIBRARY.  WORKING 19 HOURS PER WEEK, WAGE GRADE 9.

(10)
APPROVAL TO REHIRE MADI BUNNELL AS A SEASONAL HEAD LIFEGUARD WORKING UP TO 29 HOURS PER WEEK.  WAGE GRADE 5.

(11)
APPROVAL TO GIVE KAILA MARTINEAU AND RYAN NEFF A 3% WAGE INCREASE FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THEIR 6 MONTH ORIENTATION PERIOD AS A LIFEGUARD AND 3% COLA GIVEN THE FIRST OF THE YEAR, EFFECTIVE 4-14-25.

(12)
APPROVAL OF KAYLEE MORRIS AS A VOLUNTEER IN ARCHIVES.

(13)
APPROVAL TO HIRE ZAYN BELL AS A FULL TIME DISPATCHER I WITH FULL BENEFITS, WAGE GRADE 14, ONCE CERTIFIED HE WILL MOVE TO A DEPUTY.

(14)
APPROVAL TO GIVE JOSIE LUKE A 3% WAGE INCREASE FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF HER 6 MONTH ORIENTATION PERIOD AS AN ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN AND RECLASSIFY HER TO GRADE 9 ALONG WITH THE 3% COLA GIVEN THE FIRST OF THE YEAR.  EFFECTIVE 4-14-25.

Commissioner Dennis Worwood made note that the check edit list showed a double payment on his credit card.  With that note, Commissioner Worwood made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

DISCUSSION AGENDA

(1)
ITEMS PULLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA.

(2)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY THE COUNTY’S MEDICAL, DENTAL, VISION, LIFE AND AD&D INSURANCE RENEWAL FOR PLAN YEAR JULY 1, 2025, TO JUNE 30, 2026, 

Jeff Kelsey, Intermountain Insurance Brokers presented information regarding the County’s Medical, Dental, Vision, Life and AD&D Insurance renewal plan for July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026.  He recommends remaining with PEHP as the County’s carrier.  The loss ratio is 130%  which resulted in a much higher premium. With negotiated revision the renewal increase is a reasonable 9.8%.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve the County’s insurance renewal plan for the year July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 at the proposed 9.8% increase in premiums.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(3)
RATIFICATION OF APPROVAL OF LETTER TO THE NRCS REGARDING THE PL566 COTTONWOOD CREEK-JOES VALLEY WATERSHED PLAN.

This letter is being submitted to request consideration to categorize the increments consisting of the radial gate and bypass structure on Lowry Water and also the radial gate and bypass structure on Seely Creek as flood control for the authorized project purpose.  It is our opinion, that the flood damage reduction and mitigation measures proposed by the radial gate and bypass structures reduce flood damages by ‘modifying the susceptibility of improvements in the floodplain to damage’ as defined in the 390 M National Watershed Program Manual Part 500 Subpart A on page 4. Hence, we are considering the ‘improvements’ as Joe’s Valley Reservoir.
It is important to understand the function of the radial gate and bypass structures on Lowry Water and Seely Creek.  The purpose of the proposed on-stream structures is to reduce flood damage to Joe’s Valley Dam and Reservoir.  The proposed structures along each river system act in concert and provide separate but combined benefits.  The upstream trash rack structures are designed to remove debris (namely trees, brush,and other debris) generated by severe erosion during spring runoff and summer storms. These structures not only protect Joe’s Valley Reservoir, but also the function of the proposed radial gate and bypass structures.  The downstream radial gate and bypass structure is designed to prevent sediment deposits from entering Joe’s Valley Reservoir.  
When Emery County decided to apply for funding for this PL-566 watershed study, it was motivated to provide essential protection to Joe’s Valley Reservoir for present and future conditions.  This motivation stemmed from a series of natural disasters that occurred in neighboring drainages.  If a similar natural disaster were to occur upstream of Joe’s Valley Reservoir, it would be absolutely devastating to the area and would greatly affect the sustainability of our communities.  This reservoir is critical to the economy and livelihood of Emery County as a whole. Providing protection to this reservoir was the paramount reason the County moved forward with this study.
We respectfully request your consideration to categorize the radial gate and bypass structures on both rivers as flood damage reduction for the authorized project purpose. 
 US Forest Service Ranger Daren Olsen expressed concern to retain the scenic integrity of the area and the desire that the catch basins be maintained.  Jay Mark Humphrey added that it would be the responsibility of EWCSSD to maintain the catch basins. Fish ladders have been included in the design of the catch basins.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to ratify approval of a letter to NRCS regarding PL566 Cottonwood Creek - Joe’s Valley Watershed Plan.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(4)
RATIFICATION OF APPROVAL OF CONTRACT BETWEEN ARROWHEAD CONSTRUCTION AND EMERY COUNTY REGARDING THE HUNTINGTON LIBRARY ENTRANCE PROJECT.

Desiree Malley requested ratification of a contract between Arrowhead Construction and Emery County regarding the Huntington Library Entrance Project.  She explained that the front door will be removed and replaced with an ADA compliant automatic door at a cost of $23,450.00.  To comply with a grant deadline the contract was signed and now needs to be ratified.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to ratify the signing of a Contract between Arrowhead Construction and Emery County regarding the Huntington Library entrance project.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(5)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY STUDENT COUNCIL REQUEST FOR DONATION TOWARDS THE 2025 EHS GRADUATION PARTY.

Emery High School Social Committee members came before the Board of Emery County Commissioners to request a donation towards the 2025 EHS Graduation Party.  Cy Weber, Kailey Jensen and Daisy Thatcher relayed their plans for Graduation night festivities.  Their supervisor Lori Huntington assists the Committee with the plans.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to donate $550.00 towards the 2025 EH Graduation Party.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(6)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY REQUEST FOR DONATION FOR BOY’S STATE AND GIRL’S STATE ATTENDEES.

Logan Huntington, Beau Stilson, Jaxson Durrant (on behalf of Gideon Mecham) Laynee Monsen and Grace Kelly came before the Emery County Board of Commissioners to request donations for them to attend Boy’s State and Girl’s State.  Each of the prospective attendees gave reasons for wanting to attend and what they expect to learn.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve $250.00 per student who attended today's meeting and requested a donation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.  The Commissioners requested that they return and report on what they learned.  
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(7)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY AMENDMENT NO.1 TO MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (PER CAPITA GRANT) BETWEEN THE EMERY COUNTY SHERIFF AND THE STATE OF UTAH DPS BUREAU OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES.

Sheriff Tyson Huntington explained that Dispatchers are required to earn medical dispatcher certification to deal with medical emergency calls that come in to dispatch since ambulance calls are sent through dispatch. The amendment No 1 to Memorandum of Agreement is to increase per capita funding FY2025.  The original amount was $2,854.  The funding will be increased by $499 in state funds.  The new total funding is $3,353.00 to be used in accordance with the provisions in the MOA. Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve Amendment #1 to MOA (Per Capita Grant) between the Emery County Sheriff and the State of Utah DPS Bureau of Emergency Medical Services.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(8)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY CONTRACT BETWEEN ARROWHEAD CONSTRUCTION AND EMERY COUNTY FOR THE ASSESSOR’S OFFICE REMODEL PROJECT.

Kyle Scow requested approval for a contract between Arrowhead Construction and Emery County for the Assessor’s Office remodel project.  Arrowhead Construction agrees to remove existing cupboards, install new cupboards, frame a new doorway and windows above the new cupboards, install a new door, removing existing door on the south wall.  The cost of the project is $21,600.00.  The project will provide security for the Assessor’s office and staff. Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve a contract between Arrowhead Construction and Emery County for the  Assessor’s Office remodel project.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.  Kyle Scow appealed to the contractors in the County to contact him so he can create a more comprehensive list of available contractors for various jobs throughout the county.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(9)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY CONTRACT BETWEEN JESSE SLOAN PLUMBING, INC. AND EMERY COUNTY FOR PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF A WATER SOFTENER AT THE EMERY COUNTY JAIL.

Kyle Scow requested approval for a contract between Jesse Sloan Plumbing, INC and Emery County for purchase and installation of a water softener at the Emery County Jail.  He explained that the existing appliance was found to not be efficient and substandard and replacing it will extend the life of the plumbing at the Jail.  The cost of the contract is $9,750.00.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve a contract between Jesse Sloan Plumbing, INC and Emery County for purchase of a water softener at the Emery County Jail. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(10)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2-3-22 REGARDING EMERY COUNTY TRAVEL BUREAU BYLAWS.

AnnDee Mead requested approval for a resolution amending Emery County Resolution 2-3-22 so it will conform with State statute and reflect current conditions.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve Resolution 4-1-25A, a resolution amending EC Resolution 2-3-22.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
         Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none 

(11)
DISCUSSION REGARDING MANAGEMENT OF COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (COG) BEING DELEGATED TO CHRISTINE WATKINS WITH THE SEUALG.

Utah State Representative, Christine Watkins, talked about management of the Council of Governments (COG) being delegated to SEULG where she is the Local Administrative Advisor.  The group is composed of current mayors, commissioners and other government leaders who decide who chairs the committee and discusses County, State and Federal issues that may affect the cities that they represent.  Their next meeting is April 4, 2025 at !:00 pm.   This was a discussion item only.

(12)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY RESOLUTION OPPOSING SOLAR PANELS ON FEDERAL AND STATE LANDS IN EMERY COUNTY, UTAH.

Commissioner Jensen read a proposed resolution opposing solar panels on Federal and State lands in Emery County.

The Board of Commissioners of Emery County, Utah by adopting this resolution, expresses opposition to the development of solar farms on federal and state lands in Emery County.
Under Utah Code 17-50-301, the powers of a county as a body politic and corporate are exercised by its Board of County Commissioners; and
Utah Code 17-50-302 provides that Counties may exercise a power related to the safety, health, morals, and welfare of county inhabitants; and
The Bureau of Land Management came out with their Utility-Scale Solar Energy Development PEIS/RMPA in 2024; and
The Utility-Scale Solar Energy Development PEIS/RMPA allows application on over 200,000 acres for solar development in Emery County, Utah; and
Emery County sits in an advantageous position for access to transmission lines; and
Emery County has 2 base load power plants that sustain quality jobs and good tax base; and 
Emery County desires to protect and maintain transmission capacity for base laid power; and
Solar farm development is a sole use of federal or state lands; and Emery County’s General Plan encourages multiple use on federal and state lands.  
Therefore, Emery County Board of Commissioners are strongly opposed to the further development of solar farms on federal and state lands in Emery County, Utah.
Commissioner Worwood commented that though the resolution states the County’s stance, EC has no authority to stop development. There may be businesses that want to come in and generate their own power.  Commissioner Leonard expressed his concern about the SITLA property on Cedar Mountain. It was decided that the County may have no say, as much of the land may not be in Emery County. Nevertheless, stating EC’s opposition will be on record. Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to adopt Resolution 4-1-25B, a resolution opposing solar panels on Federal and State lands in Emery County.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none   

(13)
PRESENTATION BY THE 2025 JUNIOR ENTREPRENEURS.  

Etthan Migliori reported that the Young Entrepreneurs Program had 52 participants and 26 new businesses. The program goal is to learn how to start a business, as well as financial management, principles that they can use in their life.  Their businesses range from lawn care business to glass blowing.  Young Entrepreneurs introduced themselves to the Commissioners. 
Asher Kelly, Axel Mead, Riggin Bagley, Kaden Rivas, Ethan Mills and Abigail, Elizabeth and Aubrey Moulton.  The program is coordinated by Emery County Events Coordinator Amanda Leonard. 

(14)
ELECTED OFFICIAL REPORTS

Sheriff Tyson Huntington reported on a recent drug bust on I-70.  It was determined to be an attempt to distribute.

Commissioner Worwood reported that the Senior Center in Huntington is scheduled for completion in late May.  The landscaping will be done by USU Extension.  They are looking for volunteers to help with installation of the sprinkling system.

Representative Christine Watkins was asked to give a brief update of Legislative activity. Larry Ellertson reported on Senator Curtis’ legislative activity.
Brian Jones, USDA was asked to report on topics to be covered in the upcoming Crop School to be held in Green River City.  
Commissioner Leonard reported that the Millsite on Ice (Off Ice this year) will be a fund raiser support for Ryan Johansen.
Commissioner Jensen reported on the Emery County Library’s ‘Color Our World’  reading Program.  Other programs include ‘Aging Masterfully’ at the CD and Orangeville Libraries and ‘Comics Plus’ providing access to graphic comics and novels.

(15)
ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Dennis Worwood, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leoanrd, and the motion passed.




ATTEST:______________________ COMMISSIONER:_________________________


