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WEBER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (WCD) MEETING
Regular Meeting, March 4, 2025, FSA Office Ogden, UT 84401
ATTENDANCE: 
Appointed Weber Conservation District (WCD) Voting Members: 
John Degiorgio, Chairman				Trevor Wayment, Supervisor
Kelly Wangsgard, Supervisor 			Ronald Stratford, Supervisor
Matt Peterson, Supervisor		
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF):
Parker Wayment, Resource Coordinator
National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS):
Kenny Oswald, District Conservationist
Clayson Cook, NRCS Planner
Natasia Bender, NRCS Planner
Jace Atkinson, NRCS Planner
Utah State University Extension:
Maggi Mathews, Extension Agent
Weber County Weed Board:
Bart Cragun, Weed Supervisor
Guest:
Sarah Kapel, Ogden Nature Center
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WCD MEETING- CALL TO ORDER
WCD Chairman John Degiorgio called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. A motion was made by Mr. Matthew Peterson to approve the February 4, 2025 meeting minutes and was seconded by Mr. Kelly Wangsgard. The motion was carried unanimously.

OGDEN NATURE CENTER
Per Sarah Kapel, Ogden Nature Center, 2 canals run through the Nature Center. They have had some issues with Beavers creating blockages near a culvert on the Millcreek Canal. She is looking for some help with funding to replace the culvert with a bridge or some other divergence to prevent flooding. The canal is maintained as a natural stream on the Nature Center property. Matt suggested the Millcreek Canal may need to be cleaned out further downstream to allow for faster water flow. Dredging may also be an option. Parker recommends the non-point source grant for some funding, and a couple of other programs that she might be able to qualify for. Matt has received a separate complaint regarding this issue.

RESOURCE COORDINATOR UPDATE
Per Parker Wayment, Resource Coordinator, The ISM Grant system is not currently open for applications. The Weber County Weed Board will be seeking their own grant funding and then possibly combining the efforts to be able to have more of an impact. Per Parker they could go for one big grant, but the bigger the project, the more detailed the application needs to be. If it is broken down into smaller projects it might be easier to secure the funding. John would like to keep things separate so that the county doesn’t take over the program the district has worked hard to build. John would like to have 2 separate grants. One for phragmites and the other for misc. noxious weeds in the upper Ogden Valley. Matt, Kelly, and Butch concur. 
Jace Farnsworth will be hosting a Conservation Fair in Box Elder County on March 6, 2025. The board is welcome to attend, and may want to pattern future grill your district events after this one.
Zone Conference will be held April 1st from 4-6:00 p.m. in Morgan at 1010 Rifle Range Rd.
Commissioner Butters will be retiring this year. Interviews for a replacement are currently being held. 
The Pollinator program is open now until the end of April.


The UACD IRA funds are at risk. This could have a major impact on some partner employees and their employment. The board is encouraged to contact their representatives in favor of keeping the funding and retaining these employees. Parker will draft a letter for the board to sign and submit. Butch will be attending the session later this week and can take the letter to present it.  
Parker had a great follow-up on Water Op and various other grants following the Grill Your District event. The legislature has approved funding for Water Op employees through 2028. They also approved funding for Ag protection.
John would like to have a burn day organized to burn the Phragmites that was sprayed last fall. Bart will work to get this coordinated, and invite the fire marshal come to the weed board meeting.
NRCS UPDATE
Kenny Oswald, District Conservationist, provided a brief NRCS update.
EXTENSION UPDATE
Per Maggie Mathews, USU Extension Agent, the water fair dates have been confirmed. Maggie is not in charge of the presenters, but she has given the boards info to the person in charge. The dates are April 15-17th.
				   WEED BOARD UPDATE
Per Bart, Weber County Weed Board, a Spray Training meeting will be held on March 13th at 8:00 a.m. at the Eccles Conference Center.

  APPROVED FINANCES
Trevor Wayment made a motion to reimburse Matt Peterson $232.00 for Goat Soap purchased for a district event. Kelly Wangsgard seconded the motion, the motion passed unanimously.

NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, April 22, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. At Trevor Wayment’s Dairy.
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