


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
February 12, 2025
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  Mayor Armstrong, Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen, Council Members Mecham, Anderson, R Holmgren, J Holmgren.

VISITORS:  Curtis Christensen, Alan Christensen, Estelle Price, Deputy Lindstrom

ABSENT: Council Member Dallin

WELCOME: Invocation by Council Member Anderson

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  April 9, 2025

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from March 12, 2025 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.  One item under the Business License Ordinance needs to be changed.  There was one part stating that Karter (our engineer) had stated something, and he didn’t. Council Member J Holmgren motioned the minutes from March 12, 2025 be approved with the mentioned change.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    Deputy Lindstrom stated there hasn’t been much to be concerned about.  The biggest concern right now is the speeding around the school.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Estelle Price is attending on the behalf of the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers.  They would like to thank the City for everything they do for them.  They are asking for permission to put one quilt in the July 24th auction again.  Council Member Dallin is not in attendance tonight.  The City will pass this on to Council Member Dallin for a decision.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND 2025 PRE-DISASTER MITIGATION PLAN UPDATE: Council Member Anderson and Alan Christensen have been working on our Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan.  This plan is the way we can get grants and funding in the event of an emergency.  This is a long and detailed report with lots of different categories.  It needs to be finished by March 20th in order to move on to the next step.  Some items can just be transferred over and some need to be updated.  They are asking for the Mayor and Council Members' help on this also.  It is a worksheet that everyone can access and add to the form.  

CURTIS CHRISTENSEN REPORT ON CITIZEN MEETING:  Report on Citizen Meeting - Curtis felt the Town Hall Meeting went well.  He had a few moments when he had to reel people back in.  There were 31 people in attendance.  His intent for the meeting was to get ideas on what the citizens need or want and to figure out how to help make this happen.  Trying to ask for solutions for problems brought up.  The following items were brought up:
Speed and caution on East Bridge Street. 
Handicap Parking at the Park - Curtis would like to help solve this problem.
Meeting Schedules between the water board and the town board - Communication for water outages and other issues.
Speeding on 4800 West by the School.  Stop signs on each end of the school was a suggestion.
Offensive animals - Dogs barking, smells, etc.
It was suggested to have more Town Hall Meetings like this one.
Would like to see someone do a Town Media Post in the newspaper.
Waterlines across the Cemetery - some don’t work
Garbage cans after the farmers market need to be taken to the road for garbage collection and not left for park staff to move around.  (This was mostly when it was being held on the east side.)
Would like to see road signs in Bear River City guiding semi’s to Proctor and Gamble, Walmart, Hay Plant, etc.
Beautification for the Town.
Mayor Armstrong thanked Curtis for holding and handling the meeting the way that he did.  It never got out of hand.

SET CITY IRRIGATION ASSESSMENT FOR 2025:  The Irrigation fees for the BR Canal Co for 2024 was Ag Share $31.50/share, Resident $63/share (2 shares and over), and Resident $126.00 minimum (Under 2 shares).  2025 Fees for BR Canal are as follows:  Ag share $34, Resident $68/share (2 shares and over), and Resident $136.00 (Under 2 shares).  The City Assessment for 2024 was $12 for Ag share, $24 minimum (Under 2 shares), and Grand Haven $20.00.  Suggested City Assessment for 2025 are as follows:  Ag shares $13, Minimum assessment $27 (under 2 shares, and Grand Haven $20).  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the suggested City Assessment rates for 2025.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

PRIVACY POLICY:  There is an upcoming requirement for towns to establish a privacy plan by May 2025, as outlined by the State of Utah.  The State’s Privacy Office has recommended three key steps for compliance.  We need to designate a Chief Administrative Officer, appoint a Records Officer, review the State’s matrix of privacy controls and choose two or three areas from the framework that we can work on during the coming year.  It was suggested that the Mayor be the Chief Administrative Officer and the Clerk be the Records Officer.  We will also work on the different areas of the policy in the coming months.  Council Member Mecham motioned to approve the Mayor as Chief Administrative Officer, Clerk as the Records Officer and we will begin planning for privacy improvements in the upcoming 2025 year.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER TO REPLACE VACANT SEAT:  Mayor asked Council Members to try and think of some names to be considered for the Vacant Seat and present them at next month's meeting.

BUSINESS LICENSE ORDINANCE: Clerk Andreasen had a few clarification questions.  (Page 2) If the business requires an inspection, the inspector can visit the business during regular hours.  If the business does not have regular business hours, the inspection will be scheduled with the owner at a reasonable time.  (Page 4) Should the license fees be the same rate throughout the year, even though they apply later in the year?  Council agreed it should be prorated after 6 months.  (Page 6) Do we want to add an exemption for any classes which promote the arts in the home or an accessory building?  We have not charged for this in the past.  The council agrees with this.  Council Member Mecham would like to change the Arts to read music and art lessons.  8 & 9 are added for agriculture.  We talked about this last meeting.  Do we want to allow business signs in residential areas?  We have conflicting ordinances.  Some say they are allowed and some say they are not.  Council Members agree a small sign would be fine.  This is in the Home Occupation part of the Business License.  The LMDC would need to be changed to this same verbiage.  Council Member Mecham stated in our LMDC Chapter 1 it says if there is a conflict in code, the planning commission solves the conflict in the code.  He does not believe this is right.  The Planning Commission recommends and the City Council should be the legislative body that solves the conflict.  Food and Beverage section:  We added the food trucks should bring their own garbage containers.  Should they take their garbage with them when they leave?  Mayor and Council Members agree they should take their garbage with them. Section 6 6.5(10) Council Member Mecham would like to strike another political entity and have it just say Bear River City.   Micro School:  The legislature made some changes to this.  We will need to study and add to our ordinance.  We have added a fire safety inspection that will be required with the initial business license approval and annually, prior to the business license renewal.  This needs to be checked on with the new legislation.  Clerk Andreasen would like the planning commission to review the parking.  She would also like to see it say only one school (entity) can be in the same building.  Council Member Mecham stated the legislature changed the definition of a micro entity classification.  

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Mecham, Anderson, R Holmgren and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN:  None

DEPARTMENTS:  Sewer - The Department of Environmental Quality sent Council Member J Holmgren a Warning Letter  in response to a violation of UPDES Permit No. UT0020311 (“Permit”). Specifically, failure to sample from Outfall.  This letter was received Mar 10, 2025 and the meeting at the pond with the DEQ was back in November.  Council Member J Holmgren stated they stopped at the place in the system if we were to discharge to the Malad that is where it would happen.  She could hear a small trickle in the manhole.  She said you are discharging and Council Member J Holmgren stated we were not.  The manhole is about 14 feet deep.  He tried to get her to look at it and she wouldn’t.  She was determined that we were discharging.  Council Member Anderson stated we need to respond to the letter.  Council Members agree that we should send this to the attorney or the engineer.  And provide justification.  

Irrigation - Council Member R Holmgren has met with Clayton Grover about the irrigation ditch project.  Clayton is ordering boxes and Council Member R Holmgren is ordering the pipe.  Trees need to be trimmed and cut down before this all happens.  

First East Drain - Kotter’s sent a bid for $25,000 to replace the drain.  He just needs approval from the City and he can start.  

Youth - A bill was passed that anyone working with youth needs a background and sex offender check.  

Open and Public Meeting Training - Clerk Holmgren has sent out a link for everyone to do the Open and Public Meetings Training.  She would like everyone to do this as soon as possible.

Animal Control Ordinance - Council Member Mecham is working on this still.

Cemetery - Cemetery Personnel has been reconfigured.  

Beautification - Alpine Garden would like to donate the gift certificate for the yards this year.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 9:48 pm. Council Member Mecham seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved April 9, 2025.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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