MILLARD CONSESRVATION DISTRICT
Regular Meeting of Supervisors
Tuesday, March 11, 2025
4:00p.m.
Meeting Minutes



Those Present:
CD Supervisors:  Blake Stevens, Jacob Robison, Heber Finlinson, and Dan Anderson  
Clerk:  Lynette Bond
Representing UDAF:  Tracy Balch 
Representing NRCS:  Russell Monroe
Representing USU Extension: Kalen Taylor
Representing Millard County Commissioners: Bill Wright
Others:  
Excused From This Meeting:  Kolby Bond

-Blake called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  

ADMINISTRATIVE
-Blake called for a declaration of conflict of interest.  None were declared.
-Jacob moved to approve the January 2025 Regular Meeting minutes and the March Agenda.  Dan seconded and the motion carried.
-Blake welcomed Russell Monroe as the new Planner for the District.  He said he is happy to be here.  
MILLARD CD FINANCIAL 
· $418.00 to Millard Chronicle Progress for Planner Position advertisement
· $200.00 to Garett Finlinson for sponsorship to attend Society for Range Management Annual Meeting.  This action was ratified
· $158.24 to Sevier Conservation for Zone Meeting building rental and lunch
· $2,298.06 2nd Qtr. Reimbursement deposited in checking
Dan moved to approve all above listed items.  Heber seconded and the motion carried.

COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT
-Kalen reported that the Dept. of Ag is expecting a bad year for grasshoppers.  They will pay.  Kalen may be able to do the evaluations.   Pay for one treatment per year, best to get them early before they lay eggs or start flying.   We have a lot of Federal land and they don’t have funding to do grasshopper control which causes a problem.   They will pay for half of your land for aerial spray and bait.  They reimburse quickly.  At the end of March look for tiny grasshoppers.   You will still have them move in from neighbors that didn’t control, but getting them young is best.  Encourage neighbors to treat, there is no limit to funding everyone.   

COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
-Commissioner Wright County is working on Energy and putting money into Snow College to give schools to encourage work in Energy fields.  He cautions that the same is true with Ag.  There won’t be interest if encouragement isn’t given.  
-Big explosion of energy been fighting for several years and have tried to keep some kind of energy generation in Utah.   Utah Power (Pacific Corp) provides power to this area.  Figured how much energy is needed.  IPP has not kept up with the infrastructure we need.   AI needs more power.  Short 20-30% power.   Land is in State Trust Lands and will developed into these data centers.  With recent legislation, the State will take over half of IPP.  We need power for Utah.  A big energy co will come in and take over from the state.  Will want to produce for data centers and also to provide power for Utah.  Eventually will be nuclear.  Will come here because of caverns that can store all kinds of energy sources.   Blake asked if the Commission is doing something to protect the water.   He doesn’t how legally they can do much, when sold to IPP they sold their rights.  They are aware of the water situation and will do what they can.  They can try to make sure they don’t forget about their base, the farmers.   70% of the budget comes from ene4rgy and there is no way to say they can’t come.  Blake asked if the Commission could be a voice for our local Ag producers with the State.    
Will still use coal for a while.  Then convert to Natural Gas or Nuclear.  
Now we have a great AG base.  But there needs to keep attention on Ag because there are companies paying unlimited amounts of money to get kids to go into other industry.  



ARDL BUSINESS
-Between meetings, the following was done electronically: Heber moved to approve an ARDL for a cooperator in the Kanosh area for planning and funding.  Jacob seconded and the motion carried.   This action was ratified in this meeting.   
-Two additional ARDL’s in the Holden area that needed to replace pivots that were addressed between meetings.  Heber moved to approve for planning ad funding and Kolby seconded.  Jacob signed and returned to Sherie Edginton.
Moved by Jacob seconded by Heber.  
NRCS BUSINESS
-Russell reported that there is not much to report due to the hold that has been put on programs recently. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS
-Between meetings Blake moved to sponsor Garett Finlinson in the amount of $200.00 to attend the “Society for Range Management Annual Meeting” in Spokane, Washington from February 9-13, 2025.  Jacob seconded and the motion carried.   This action was ratified in this meeting. 
-Between meetings the Supervisors confirmed that they have approved to sponsor a scholarship every year.   Lynette notified the school that the District will be involved.  
-Between meetings Blake signed the UCC Grant Agreement.  This action was ratified in this meeting.
-There were two applicants for the Millard Planner position.  Jason Krebs from Fountain Green and Russell Monroe from Scipio.  Russell has been an employee in the Fillmore NRCS office but was just let go with the Reduction in Force.  Tracy and Tyrell held interviews with the applicants and suggested Russell be hired to the Supervisors.  The Supervisors agreed that Russell would be the best choice.  Russell was offered the position and accepted.  
-Tree sales are going forward, and there are quite a few big orders for the Millard District.  Tracy handed out a report with the details.  180 trees sold with $1,080 in sales.  
-The SERA contract has been modified. Blake signed between meetings.  Dan moved seconded by Heber.  Motion carried.  Ratified in this meeting.    
Conservation Boards will reimburse Supervisors and pay, then the Clerk will submit request for reimbursement from the State.  This SERA funding will need to be added to the annual budget.  
-AG VIP Tracy provided flyers explaining the program.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]-AG Protection Areas.  You can request your land be put into this area.  Needs to be zoned in your local area.  It can help against nuisance suits.  
-Tracy has accepted a position with the ARDL division with the State.  She said it was a tough decision to take as she would not be as closely working with the Conservation Districts.  She has been a great asset to the District and has gone above and beyond in her duties. She has made a difference in the area that she served. She will be greatly missed.  
-Stewardship week. “Home is Where the Habitat Is”.  The District can work with the Schools if they would like to.  
-The Supervisors signed their SERA forms.

-Heber motioned to adjourn.  Dan seconded.  The motion carried.
 The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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