CITY OF OREM
NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMISSION
February 6, 2025

Place:		Conference Room #2, Public Works Building
Those present: 	Quinn Mecham, Hilary Hungerford, Paul Dunn, Sarah Bateman, and Darren Hawkins (Online) - Natural Resources Advisory Commission members; Tyler Peay, Public Works Assistant Director and April Nielson, Public Works Administrative Assistant.
Those excused: None absent. 
Commission Chair, Paul Dunn, called the meeting to order.
1. Welcome and Introductions:
No new individuals attended the meeting.
2. Upcoming Events and Program Updates:
· February Snowshoeing Event: Indefinitely postponed due to lack of snow. Supplies for the snowshoeing event can possibly be used for planting at the Utah Lake event in April
· Birding Event Update: Nathan with the Library is excited to co-sponsor the event. We will have to work with their events personnel to advertise. They hope to do a birding event in the summer.
· STEM like a Girl Event: Being held same night as Natural Resources meeting. Sarah Bateman and Hilary Hungerford were attending.
· Possible Earth Day Collaboration with Bike Orem: Darren Hawkins reported that Shauna liked the idea of cleaning up and planting at Utah Lake. Hilary Hungerford will check on what dates might work. 
3. Preparing for awards & annual City Council report:
· Date of Report: Typically scheduled for beginning of April. Tyler Peay will check on the availability on City Council Agenda. 
· Rebrand City’s Beautification Website for Awards: Neighborhood Commission would like to continue with the Beautification awards, but the city would be happy to help create a new site for Natural Resources award nominations. Tyler Peay will coordinate with Pete Wolfley about how and when the site can be set up. The nomination site may not be ready in time for this year’s awards. 
· Other Nominations or Ideas: Quinn Mecham would take point on the nominations. Hilary Hungerford had a possible nomination. Hilary Hungerford and Quinn Mecham will visit the owners about receiving the award.
· Plan for Preparing the Repot: Quinn Mecham will send what he did for last year to Paul Dunn. Any visuals taken would be sent to Paul Dunn. The Commission would email and/or text each other with events that were attended throughout the year.
4. Invited Guest Schedule: 
· April: Have a Planning representative from the Development Service Department come and speak to the commission. Tyler Peay will coordinate with Development Services for someone to speak about the aspirations and goals of upcoming projects and how the commission may be able to contribute.
· Sustainability Coordinators from Other Cities: Quinn Mecham has been in contact with the Lehi City and Provo City coordinators. Plan on having one come for the May 1, 2025, meeting.

5. Advertising Plan for Next Month:
· Central Utah Water Conservancy District (CUWCD) Rebate Programs: 
· Tree Rebate Program: CUWCD offers a “Treebate” that must meet certain criteria, $50/tree up to 5 trees for residential, $10 for commercial. Sarah will check on requirements.
· Turf Buy Back Program: City of Orem ordinances doesn’t allow Orem to participate, but CUWCD modified the program to allow residents to get a partial refund of $1.50/sq. foot.
· Toilet Replacement Program: Encourage residents to check CUWCD website.

· Award Nominations: Once the nomination site is up the Commission will start advertising for it. Suggested to have nomination site sent to the Orem Business Alliance. Tyler Peay will check on the timing for the nomination site and if possible, a city email for the commission to receive the nominations.
· Birding Event: Quinn Mecham reached out to the Utah County Birders Association to participate in the event. Paul Dunn suggested that they could possibly co-sponsor with the commission and library in the summer.
6. Committee Updates/Other Items:
· UVU Events: Sarah Bateman reported on upcoming events in April at UVU that may be of interest. Paul Dunn asked about the possibility of inviting city officials to attend.
· Utah Valley Earth Forum – Natures Heroes, on April 12, 2025
· Native Garden Ribbon Cutting on April 16, 2025
· Tree Planting on April 17, 2025
· Coalition of Nonprofit Organizations with Senator Curtis about climate on April 21, 2025 
· UDOT Expansion on 1600 North: Tyler Peay reported that wayfinding signs may be provided for bikers, and he would share the email providing more information with the commission members. Darren Hawkins would share the information with Bike Orem.
7. Review and Approval of February 6, 2025, Meeting Minutes:
April Nielson confirmed that the errors of “Mike Moore” instead of “Bike Orem,” the spelling corrections of names and the commissions correct title of Natural Resources Advisory Commission had been corrected. 
Sarah Bateman moved to approve the minutes.
Darren Hawkins seconded the motion.
Aye – 5 - Paul Dunn, Sarah Bateman, Quinn Mecham, Hilary Hungerford, Darren Hawkins; Nay – 0.
8. Adjournment:
Quinn Mecham moved to adjourn the meeting.
Paul Dunn seconded the motion.
Meeting adjourned.
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