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The Utah Office of Energy Development (OED), the officially designated applicant for the State of Utah, provides the Program Narrative as part of the application for funding under the U.S. Department of Energy’s IIJA Preventing Outages and Enhancing the Resilience of the Electric Grid Formula Grant Program. The Program Narrative covers the implementation plan for FY2025. 

1. Objectives and Metrics:

Objectives  
1. Overall reduction of the disruptive events[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  The term “disruptive event” means “an event in which operations of the electric grid are disrupted, preventively shut off, or cannot operate safely due to extreme weather, wildfire, or a natural disaster.” 42 U.S.C. 18711(a)(1).  ] 

· Utah’s residential and commercial power end users
· Utah’s disadvantaged communities, including but not limited to those identified in the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST). 
· Utah’s economy, including but not limited to the shutting down of businesses, loss of workers’ income, as well as loss of goods, services, and other revenue potential. 
2. Address energy burden experienced by rural, remote, and/or low-income families and businesses that experience frequent disruptions to electricity service by ensuring a more reliable and adequate electricity distribution infrastructure and service. 
3. Address other outdated and/or failing energy infrastructure items and materials (i.e., power lines, power poles, transformers, bucket trucks, etc.) serving Utah communities.
4. Increase the skilled and/or new workforce within the local area(s) of the resilience project where possible. The workforce must be paid equal to or better than the prevailing wage in the area per the Davis Bacon Act requirements. 

Metrics [footnoteRef:2] [2:  
These metrics are an initial list of metrics to quantify the impacts of investment in the grid resilience in the State of Utah.  Each project will have metrics including those applicable from the list. Metrics that measure reductions must also include the data source for baseline data.  The metrics are subject to review and edits based on DOE’s recommendation.] 

· Reduction in frequency (occurrences per year) of electricity service disruptions of one hour or more to residences and businesses.
· Reduction in total number of hours of electricity service disruptions to residences and businesses.
· Reduction of disruptive events to critical facilities[footnoteRef:3], report using feeder level utility disruption data. [3:  Facilities and infrastructure that are critical to the health and welfare of the population and that are especially important following hazard events.] 

· System Average Interruption Frequency Index (SAIFI).
· System Average Interruption Duration Index (SAIDI).
· Customer Average Interruption Frequency Index (CAIFI).
· Customer Average Interruption Duration Index (CAIDI).
· Momentary Average Interruption Frequency Index (MAIFI).
· Momentary Average Interruption Duration Index (MAIDI). 
· Number/miles of tangible assets (e.g., poles, covered conductors, underground wires, cameras, switches, relays, and controllers) installed as part of the resilience project(s). 
· Wildfire management and miles vegetation mitigation.
· Percentage of the resilience projects conducted in or benefitting disadvantaged communities.
· Number of jobs created in the State of Utah to construct, operate, and maintain the resilience project.
· Numbers of local and disadvantaged workforce hires. 
· Number of small businesses in the State of Utah retained to develop/maintain the modernized grid infrastructure.
· Number of individuals trained and retained through partnerships with labor unions (apprenticeships) and/or workforce training programs (certificates) within the State of Utah to advance the workforce in grid resilience.
· Compliance with prevailing wage requirements, including average hourly wages.
· [bookmark: _Hlk128674700]The total personnel costs paid to implement and maintain the resilience project(s).
· Reporting on health and safety records and required reporting of safety violations.

2. Criteria:

Our main objective is reducing the likelihood and consequences of disruptive events. Priority will be given to the projects that: 
· Benefit rural and/or remote area of Utah,
· Provide the highest benefit to the community with regard to both residences and businesses,
· Support/use local contractors/subcontractor

The development and selection of grid resilience projects will be done through Request of Grant Application (RFGA). Utah OED will provide documents on rules, guidelines, and application narrative forms for eligible entities to apply as part of the RFGA. Each grant proposal will be evaluated on a competitive basis against the application response to the application criteria. The RFGA application criteria includes but is not limited to: 
1. Project Description: Applicants should include a description of the proposed project including: scale of proposed project, estimated number of customers served, target communities; residential, commercial, city locations, historic frequency and duration of power outages, potential weather hazard threats to the grid, and address if the proposed project is within/serves a disadvantaged community (CJEST tool)
2. Project Objectives: Applications should outline and provide a brief description of the proposed project’s objective and how it aligns with the program’s objectives.
3. Project Improvement and Impact: Applicants should provide a comprehensive narrative about the proposed projects including identification of whether the project is an Improvement Project or New Technology Adoption Project. 
4. Workforce Development and Community Involvement: Applicant should describe how the workforce involved with your proposed project will align with the program's objective. Including details, if possible, on recruitment, community involvement, new training, worker retention, and reskilling of existing workforce.
5. Budget Justification: Applicants should outline the total cost of the proposed project, the source of the match funding, and amount requested for GRID matching amount/percentage. Demonstrate any financial needs to complete the project.
6. Project Timeline: Applicants should outline the proposed project timeline; project schedule should include design, permits, site control, and construction timeframe breakouts.
7. Expected Outcome: Applicants should provide details on the proposed project’s expected outcome and methodology to track how the outcome will be met.

The eligible activities within the RFGA will be given equal weight during the selection process, including: 
a) weatherization technologies and equipment,
b) fire-resistant technologies and fire prevention systems,
c) monitoring and control technologies,
d) the undergrounding of electrical equipment,
e) utility pole management,
f) the relocation of power lines or the reconductoring of power lines with low-sag, advanced conductors,
g) vegetation and fuel-load management,
h) the use or construction of distributed energy resources for enhancing system adaptive capacity during disruptive events, including a. microgrids; and b. battery-storage subcomponents,
i) adaptive protection technologies,
j) advanced modeling technologies, 
k) hardening of power lines, facilities, substations, of other systems, and 
l) the replacement of old overhead conductors and underground cables. 

The allocation of the funding will be available Small[footnoteRef:4] utilities/cooperatives serving the State of Utah.  The Small utilities are expected to provide no less than 33.34% of the requested funding match.  [4:  Small Utilities are defined as entities that sell not more than 4,000,000 megawatt hours of electricity per year.] 


3. Methods: 

Utah OED will select award recipients through the competitive Request for Grant Application (RFGA) as mentioned in Section 2. Criteria.

Utah OED will release the annual RFGA within 180 days of contracting. The RFGA document and application narrative will be distributed to all eligible entities. The application will remain open for minimum of 6 weeks. Utah OED will host a grant kick-off meeting to establish the program’s objectives, set expectations, and answer any questions. Evaluation and section process will be addressed in the RFGA document to ensure fair and equal award section process. The entities that receive the highest scores will be recommended to the OED energy program manager to finalize award recipients.   

OED will publish and maintain a webpage dedicated to the program which will provide publicly accessible information on awardee projects and success stories, metrics achieved, and use of program funds to improve resilience, generate quality jobs, improve equity and community benefits. 

4. [bookmark: _Hlk128905494]Funding Distribution:  

The allocation of the funding will be available to Small utilities serving the State of Utah as mentioned in Section 2. Criteria. 

Starting FY2025, the 50% “set-aside” between large and small utility component to the allocation will be removed. One hundred percent of the allocation will be used to support small utility/cooperative projects. 

5. Equity Approach:  

As stated above, overall reduction of disruptive events is the main objective of this program. It is also important to Utah that the communities all across the state have adequate and reliable access to electricity distribution services and infrastructures. To ensure equity, Utah OED will ensure that the grant program will be promoted to all utility providers and utility unions, and technical assistance will be available to all.  To ensure the award selection process is fair and un-biased, maximum points/weight of the questions to each RFGA application criteria will be addressed clearly in the RFGA, and a copy of the evaluation sheet will be attached to the document. Additionally, Information relating to the program will be made publicly available on Utah OED’s website. Utah OED will prioritize projects that provide the greatest impact to communities served based on the application narrative. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Utah OED will include and ensure the terms and conditions established in the grant contract will be passed through to sub-recipients, contractors, and subcontractors. 

6. Technical Assistance and Administration:  

The state of Utah intends utilize the five percent allowance of the Federal grant funds to offset expenses related to the administration of the formula grant towards OED staff and 3rd party technical assistance.

OED will partner with a major State University to for the following assistance a) provide technical assistance to eligible entities on how to prepare an application, prepare application package, and prepare reports, b) develop and present education webinars related to the grant and overall knowledge, and c) develop a webpage to provide the public with a resource, information, and display metrics. 

7.   Public Notice and Hearing:  Actual Posting below –

The Public Hearing will be held on April 2, 2025 (11:00-12:00pm am. MST). The hearing will be held virtually via Google Meet for those who wanting to participate. 





