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   Safety Net 
         May 6, 2010 

    Meeting Minutes
Meeting held:  DWS North Administration Building, 300 Sound 140 East, Room 101 with transmission to St. George Employment Center, North Conference Rm, 162 N. 400 E. Bldg B. 

Salt Lake Attendees:   Pat Merkley, Bonnie Peters, Shelley Osterloh, Hannah Harding

AJ Hunt, Colby Sanders, Leslie Wayman, Paul Murphy, Lloyd Pendleton, Janet Averett, Del Bircher, Gary Batchelor, Mary Batchelor, Carlene Cannon, Heidi Foster, and Anne Wilde.
St. George Attendees:  Jan Thompson, Laurence Barlow, Madonna Milton, Gordon Gunn, Teresa Banks, and Ann Wright 
Meeting commenced at 9:21am due to technical difficulties.

1. Welcome and Introductions:  Everyone went around the room introducing themselves and saying what agency or community they represent.
a. Representatives were present from the  Family Support Center, Department of Workforce Services, Utah Commission on Communities, Office of the Attorney General, Department of Economic Security, Link Line, Dove Center, and members of the FLDS, AUB, Centennial Park, and other non-affiliated fundamentalists in Utah, and other concerned citizens. 

2. Minutes in General:  
a. It was recommended that Pat bring several copies of the minutes to the meeting for those unable to access the internet to review them. 
b. Action to be Taken: Pat will ensure extra copies of the minutes are available in printed form at each meeting for those who need them.
3.  April Minutes:

a. Motion to approve as is: Lloyd Pendleton
b. Seconded by:  Del Bircher
c. Motion Passed:  April minutes approves as stand.
4.  Agency and Community Updates:

a. Chelsea Gamble is no longer with Family Support Services or the Safety Net.  Gratitude was extended for her service and thank you cards passed around in both areas to sign and mail to her.
i. Applications for her case manager job are being accepted to replace her in the St. George area.  Must be a licensed clinical social worker registered in the State of Utah to apply.

b. PCN Open enrollment begins May 10th.

c. The Dove Center has hired a bilingual case manager who starts next week.

d. The Family Support Center (FSC) training in Juab County went well.  David Dye and Aaron Bronson helped sponsor it.  Many from Utah County also came.

e. The FSC training at NASW (on the University of Utah campus) was excellent and brought together very thoughtful professionals who were very mindful of cultural competency and had good insights.

5.  Support and Governing Bylaws of the Family Support Center( FSC):

a. Bonnie Peters, Executive Director of FSC introduced Shelly Osterloh, who is a nationally acclaimed media representative and holds a seat on the FSC Board of Directors.  She is one of 13 volunteers on the Board.
b. The Mission of the Family Support Center is to protect children, strengthen families, and prevent child abuse.  The mission of the Safety Net to strengthen and protect families falls within these goals.
c. FSC was organized 33 years ago.  It has been providing services for families in polygamy since 1991.  FSC hopes it’s respect and strength will be used to sustain and strengthen the Safety Net.
d. On December 20, 2007, after consent and support from the Attorney General’s office, the Board of Directors met and unanimously voted to accept the responsibility of the Safety Net within their jurisdiction.  As of that date, the Safety Net has been governed and administered by the Family Support Center, who has ultimate responsibility and liability. 
e. The Safety Net will continue to be governed by the FSC and the policies, procedures, and bylaws already established.
f. Funding for the Safety Net is still obtained by the grant and FSC is seeking outside financial resources  to augment funding and ensure continued support.
g. Having the Safety Net independent of the Attorney General’s (AG) office will ensure greater security, so that changes in the AG office won’t affect the status of the Safety Net.
h.  The FSC is seeking resources to privately fund the Safety Net, if the Attorney General ever pulled funding.  We want and need to keep the AG involved because this is a collaborative effort and we need the mutual support.

i. The FSC understands the concerns expressed about having another entity wanting to change and/or control what the Safety Net has already established.  History shows the years of FSC’s work on behalf of polygamist communities which should speak for itself.  The FSC is here to support the Safety Net’s mission and efforts.
6.  Changes and Status of The Primer:

a. The Primer is printed under the budget allowed for the Safety Net under the Family Support Center.
b. The Primer has been put on the FSC website and they have full liability and responsibility for it.  The Safety Net is not the producer of The Primer, but the FSC is.  The Safety Net and others are free to make suggestions and recommendations to the Board, but FSC has final say since they have legal responsibility.
c. In the past The Primer has been a publication of both the Utah and Arizona Attorney General Offices.  However, it has been handed off to the FSC and is now under the umbrella of the Family Support Center.  The Attorney General’s office still endorses and supports The Primer and its goals and will continue to be an active member and participant in the Safety Net committee. 

d. Motion:  Pending approval from the Utah and Arizona Attorney General’s Offices, the next printing of The Primer will have logos of the Family Support Center, and the Safety Net, along with the current logos for the Attorney General’s office.  A statement in the introduction will be added to include: 
“The Primer is a publication of the Family Support Center, with endorsement from the Attorney General’s Offices of Utah and Arizona.”
i.  Action to be taken prior to next meeting:  
1. Bonnie will bring back a resolution from the Board of Directors.  
2. Paul will return with feedback from the Utah and Arizona Offices of the Attorney General (verifying they agree with indicating their continued support and endorsement).
ii. Motion by:  Lloyd Pendleton.

iii. Seconded by: Del Bircher.

iv. Motion passed unanimously to the affirmative.
e. Protocols for changing and adding to The Primer are already established and guidelines are included in those protocols to ensure communities are represented. 
f.  It’s difficult for only a few to speak for so many people; therefore, everyone is welcome to give their input.  The current Primer has been a work of monumental proportions and was seriously debated and evaluated over an extensive period of time.  The content of The Primer must be a balance and synthesis of differing views.  The Primer is currently a mixture of all the views, both positive and negative.  Although clashes will exist regarding wording, the FSC Board will have the ultimate say over what and how things are represented.  Those who want their beliefs explained more liberally should feel free to publish their own views.  
g. Changes to The Primer will be collected throughout each year.  Suggestions can be submitted by anyone to the Safety Net Director (Pat Merkley) who will keep them on file until October.  In October, a sub-committee from the Safety Net will gather to review the recommendations.  Final changes will be brought back to the Safety Net by the February meeting and the changes will be presented to the FSC Board Members for final approval and printing.

h. The current Primer is on the AG website and FSC website.  However, when you Google it, it pulls up the old primer as the key reference, rather than the AG or FSC.  

i. Action to be taken:  Pat will contact the website through their IP address to request they update their website and replace it with the current Primer.

7. It was recommended that as the Board of Directors for the FSC consider including a member of the fundamentalist community on the Board.  Bonnie and Shelley said it was a good suggestion and they would take that into advisement.
8. Although the AG, FSC, and DCFS are all a part of the Safety Net with members of various fundamentalist communities, they DO NOT advise the Attorney General’s office about law enforcement.  Nor do they advise DCFS, fundamentalists, or other entities about what they should or shouldn’t do.  It’s FSC’s job to engage in their mission.  Their job is to promote the mission of the Safety Net which ties into their mission of strengthening families and protecting children.  

9. The question was raised about the involvement of the Justice Department in the Safety Net.  However, the Safety Net’s goal is to open communications, provide services, and break down prejudice and barriers.  The law enforcement’s job it to prevent crime and protect people.  We would like to have more people from the Justice Department involved on the Safety Net committee, but we all have separate roles. The Safety Net has never been nor ever will be a part of the Justice track.

10. It was recommended that when protocols are established, that the title or role of the person be indicated, rather than the specific name of a person.  
11. Protocols and changes will be brought to the Principal Rights coalition to receive their input and feedback.
12. The Safety Net Coordinator (Pat Merkley) presented the Quarterly Report, which indicated they had provided services from January to March of 2010 to a total of 361 people, which included 212 people who received cultural sensitivity training.

13. Link-Line will start giving quarterly reports on their data as well, indicating how many families in plural marriage were given support services and helped with resources.

14. The Safety Net would like data collected on how many youth are actually being asked to leave fundamentalist communities.  Those numbers purported by the media seem to have no backing or documented proof of their extravagant figures.

a. It was recommended to do an analysis to know if youth being sent out of communities is decreasing or increasing.  These kids of reports have been desired for some time, however, they are difficult to obtain because of all the secrecy among many fundamentalist groups.  It is also difficult to locate the youth and get them to participate.  Pat felt that perhaps the research from the Amish studies and process may help.
b. Action to be taken:  Pat will get with Shannon from Diversity and Zach Bale from the Homeless Youth Agency to get some feedback and figures.  

15. Resources available from the FSC (Call 211 or 801-955-9110) for any family in need includes:  
a. Parenting seminars – 10 week class or Fast Track 4 week class

b. Parenting workshops – 2-3 hours on the basics on development, behavior, etc.

c. Support groups

d. Counseling and Clinicians trained to work with fundamentalist families, rebellious teens, etc.

e. Tips they can mail to people.

f. FSC is an information center for anyone needing help of any kind.
g. Link-Line is also available for any domestic violence issues.  Call 1-800-897-LINK (5465) 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for a live person. Totally confidential.
16. The 2010 Second-Annual Safety Net Clinical Conference is being held June 17th.  Key focus is on disaffiliated youth, emotional health issues, etc.  Goal of conference is for professionals to learn how to assist and provide support and treatment for youth from fundamentalist communities and broaden their scope of experience and knowledge.

a. E-Mail Pat if you need scholarship assistance. 
b. Discounts at Abby Inn if mention Safety Net.

c. Deadline of June 1st for $50 entrance. Price goes up to $60 if late, and even higher at the door. 
17.  Next Safety Net meeting to be held in Colorado City, Thursday, June 3, 2010 at 9:00am at El Capitan School.

18. Meeting adjourned at 11:11am.
4

