
Newton Town Council Meeting
January 2, 2025, 7:00 P.M.
Newton Town Hall, 51 South Center, Newton UT
Minutes
Agenda
1. [bookmark: _Hlk181787072][bookmark: _Hlk161656342][bookmark: _Hlk157592943][bookmark: _Hlk102556435][bookmark: _Hlk104900569][bookmark: _Hlk120543348][bookmark: _Hlk139458966][bookmark: _Hlk128570745]Call to Order/Roll Call
2. Opening Ceremony – Jed Woodward
3. Approval of December 5, 2024, Minutes 
4. [bookmark: _Hlk189653390][bookmark: _Hlk168493470][bookmark: _Hlk161659991]Adoption of Ordinance 2025-01 “Title 10 Development and Subdivision” 
5. [bookmark: _Hlk189653896][bookmark: _Hlk178772914]Source Protection Penalties Review 
6. [bookmark: _Hlk189654155][bookmark: _Hlk186555142][bookmark: _Hlk178773289]Pickleball Courts installation and funding 
7. Review of 2023-2024 fiscal year audit by Allred Jackson, Diana Cannell 
8. [bookmark: _Hlk189655220][bookmark: _Hlk181790621]Open and Public Meetings Training
9. [bookmark: _Hlk189655512]Annual Review
a. Conflict of Interest Disclosure forms 
b. Ethical behavior form
c. Regular meeting schedule
10. [bookmark: _Hlk110349425]Report on Mayor/Council Member Assignments

1. Call to Order and Roll Call of Members present. 
[bookmark: _Hlk141888914][bookmark: _Hlk173343086]Members present: Mayor Mike Benson, Jake Christiansen, Steven Jenkins, Brett Petersen and Jed Woodward.  Absent: None
Electronic attendance by Zoom: None
Karla Ferguson (Recorder) and Kathryn Rigby (Treasurer) 
Others present: Sarah Rigby, Von Brown, Dave Jones, and Eric Dursteler. 

2. Opening ceremony conducted by Jed Woodward

3. The Newton Town Council meeting minutes for December 5, 2024, were approved. 

4. Adoption of Ordinance 2025-01 “Title 10 Development and Subdivision”– Brett Petersen reviewed that Newton Planning Commission reviewed suggested changes and held a public hearing. The Newton Planning Commission recommends adoption of the recommended changes as required by Utah law.
Brett Petersen made a motion to accept ordinance 2025-01 “Title 10 Development and Subdivision”. Steven Jenkins seconded the motion. 
 
ORDINANCE # 2025-01 SUBDIVISION AND CODIFICATION 
An Ordinance Revising the Subdivision Ordinance of Newton, Utah

WHEREAS the Town Council of Newton, Utah, pursuant to the provisions of §10-3-707 of Utah State Code, as amended, has the authority to revise ordinances of the municipality of a general and permanent character; 
WHEREAS the Town Council has reviewed the proposed revisions and has made such changes, alterations, modifications, additions, and substitutions as it deems best; and
WHEREAS the Town Planning Commission has held a public hearing on the proposed revisions and provided a recommendation on the same to the Town Council.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF NEWTON, UTAH: 
SECTION I:  The document titled “TITLE 10 DEVELOPMENT AND SUBDIVISION”, attached as Exhibit ‘A’, is hereby adopted as a replacement for the currently existing Title10 of the Town’s ordinances (governing the subdivision of land within the Town), subject to any immaterial changes that may occur post-adoption during the codification process. This document shall be accepted in all courts without question as the official subdivision ordinances of the Town as enacted by the Town Council.
SECTION II: If any provisions of the Town’s code previously adopted are inconsistent herewith, they are hereby repealed.

SECTION III: This ordinance, being necessary for the peace, health, and safety of the municipality, shall become effective immediately upon posting.  

Roll call vote: 
	COUNCILMEMBER
	YES
	NO
	ABSENT
	ABSTAIN

	Mike Benson
	X
	
	
	

	Jake Christiansen
	X
	
	
	

	Steven Jenkins
	X
	
	
	

	Brett Petersen
	X
	
	
	

	Jed Woodward
	X
	
	
	


PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Town Council of Newton, Utah, this 2nd day of January, 2025.

[bookmark: _Hlk163472476]5. Source Protection Penalties Review – Mike Benson discussed Newton’s attorney recommendation to have penalties associated with violations to the source protection areas. Clarkston Town is also currently looking at penalties. The document Clarkston is considering was reviewed. Eric Dursteler is also currently reviewing it and will make recommendations at next month's town council meeting.  Mike Benson asked council members to continue to review Clarkston’s proposal and bring suggestions. 

6. Pickleball Courts installation and funding – Mike Benson said he would like to move forward with the project and seek more funding to help pay for it. Council members expressed concern about putting money towards pickleball courts instead of a new fire station. Funding opportunities such as a RAPZ grant and a grant from the State of Utah for recreation were discussed. Splitting the project up into phases was discussed. Eric Dursteler said a project over $50,000 requires that it is put out for bids and a project over $10,000 should have multiple quotes. Mike Benson said he would like to put a committee together to seek funding for the project. Eric Dursteler suggested putting it out to bid again to get updated costs which will help with seeking funding. It was discussed to then put in another RAPZ application and do in-kind work. All council members agreed to put it out to bid again and form a pickleball committee. Next month the town council will review bids.
 
8. Open and Public Meetings Training – All council members were in attendance for training. The Utah state auditor’s training video on open and public meetings was viewed.

7. Review of 2023-2024 fiscal year audit by Allred Jackson, Diana Cannel – The report was given to the Newton Town Council. Diana Cannel reviewed highlights from the fiscal year 2023-2024 financial statements. The agreed upon procedures findings were reviewed. Diana asked council members to contact her if there are any questions. 

9. Annual Review
a. Conflict of Interest Disclosure forms – all town council members completed an annual disclosure form. The forms will be posted to the Newton website.
b. Ethical behavior form - all town council members completed the form.
c. Regular meeting schedule – The regular meeting schedule for 2025 was reviewed. The Newton Town Council will continue to meet on the first Thursday of each month, beginning at 7:00 pm. Possible meeting date changes might be needed for April and July.

Report on Mayor/Council Member Assignments
· Mayor Benson – Animal Control/Administration/Nuisance/Parks
· Jake Christiansen – Library/Special Events/Youth Council  
· Steven Jenkins – Buildings/Land Management
· Brett Petersen – Planning/Fire Dept./EMS
Mike Benson discussed that he filled the pothole by the post office, but an additional pothole needs repair, and he will work on that.
Jake Christiansen reported the town ski night at Beaver Mountain is scheduled for March 4. Lift tickets are $15 and rentals are $15. 
Steven Jenkins said he got signs made for the building that it is under video surveillance. He will get the signs put up. Steven had an electrician work on the outside building lights, and they are now working. Additional cameras for the park and tennis court were discussed. It was approved to go ahead and order an additional camera for the tennis court area.
Brett Petersen discussed the need for a new Planning Commission member. Brett requested it to be placed in the town newsletter seeking a volunteer for the Planning Commission. Brett discussed that the Christmas lights were taken down, but more storage space is needed. The Town Council discussed purchasing a 20’ storage container. Brett will investigate costs. A new fire station was discussed. Brett would like to organize a new fire station committee to come up with ideas and seek funding.
Jed Woodward reported that there is no snow but Newton still has water. Jake Christiansen discussed that the road to the dam is in terrible condition with bad drops off the sides of the road and it is narrow. Jed Woodward will follow up with Cache County to see if they will repair the road.

The regular meeting was adjourned.

Minutes prepared by:

 _____________________________________ 	__________________
Karla R. Ferguson, Newton Town Clerk			Approval Date 
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