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	Committee
	Judicial Performance Evaluation Commission (JPEC)

	

	Date
Time
Location
	Tuesday, March 11th 2025
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Online 

	

	Members Present
	Gil A. Miller, Christian Hansen, Christine Durham, Bridget Romano, Tom Ross, Curtis Jensen, Ally Isom, Mary Noonan, Lisa Watts Baskin, Sonya Martinez-Ortiz, Mallory Bateman

	Members Excused
	Blair Hodson

	Guests
	

	Staff
	Mary-Margaret Pingree, Madison Klein, Chris Russell, Jamie Nelson, Paul Tonks (AG)

	Agenda Item:
	Announcements / January 14th, 2025 Minutes                Mary-Margaret Pingree  
                                                Bridget Romano                                                                                                        

	Notes:
	Motion – Tom moves to approve minutes. Mallory seconds the minutes. It passed unanimously.

Mary-Margaret announces that JPEC Staff will start coordinating with the new survey contractor, UNH, next week to kick off the next survey cycle. 

Paul Tonks in welcomed back as JPEC’s lawyer from the AG’s office. 

	

	Agenda Item:
	Adjectives Update	                                                                       Bridget Romano  
Open Session                                                                                

	Notes:
	Bridget gives the Commission an update on the conclusions the adjective subcommittee has come to. Due to concerns about adjectives in the survey potentially containing bias, being unclear in definition, and confusing to the general public the subcommittee has two recommendations. The first is to remove the formulaic results of adjectives from the narrative paragraph. Sonya motioned to vote on removing adjectives from the narrative. Mallory seconded. It passed with one vote in opposition (Ally).

The second recommendation was to remove the adjective “Ethical” due to its lack of clarity. Gil motioned to remove “ethical” from the survey, Sonya seconded. It passed with one vote in opposition (Ally).



	Agenda Item:                                                                                                               
	Review of Performance Measures                                                        Paul Tonks
Open Session                                                                                

	Notes:
	Paul Tonks reviews which of JPEC’s performance measures are in statute (78A-12-(201-207)) or in Rule (597-6). Given the previous legislative session, he encourages commissioners to consider which performance measures may need to be updated.
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	Agenda Item:
	Retention Judge Survey Results                                                    Madison Klein
 Open Session                                                                 

	Notes:
	Madison shared the results of this cycles “retention judge feedback” survey. The feedback from judges was largely positive, but comments did contain a few questions or misconceptions about the JPEC evaluation process. 

Staff will put together a response to send out to judges to address these questions and concerns. 

	Agenda Item:                                                                                                               
	Appellate Pilot                                                               Mary-Margaret Pingree
Open Session

	Notes:
	JPEC met with appellate court judges on January 27, and adjusted some survey
questions. All were supportive of test.

Given the current political climate, it does not seem tenable to have judges evaluating other judges despite the test resulting in both positive and negative feedback for Appellate judges and justices. 

The Commission decided to visit this issue later to decide if a test for the appellate pilot should be implemented this fall. 


	Agenda Item:                                                                                                               
	Legislative Update                                                             Mary-Margaret Pingree
Open Session

	Notes:
	Mary-Margaret reviews bills HB296, HB451, HB412, HB512. 

This legislative session did not result in any major changes to JPEC’s process but shows that discussions and possible changes are likely to come in the next session. JPEC would like to be part of the discussions and has recommendations of its own to improve the current evaluation process. 

Tom recommends the Commission approach the legislature from a position of curiosity and to start conversation with the Governor’s Office as well. 
 

	

	Next Meeting
	May 13th, 2025
9:00 a.m. – noon 
CCJJ Conference Room
East Senate Building
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