 M I N U T E S 

RICH COUTY Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting, February 11th, 2024
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 

Judy Stuart, Treasurer 

Braden Cornia (absent)
Yale Johnson  
Cole Weston 
Conservation District Supervisors Absent: 
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Jace Farnsworth, Conservation Planner 

Justin Elsner, District Conservationist (absent)
Taylor Payne, GIP 
Jayme Kofoed, Conservation Planner 

Reganne Briggs, Utah State University Extension 
Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Candy Cornia called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were emailed prior to the meeting along with hard copies provided at the start of the meeting.  Cole Weston made a motion to approve the minutes, Yale Johnson seconding and they were unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Financial Report-Jeanne Weston

It was stated that currently there is $62,344.56 in the general operating fund. The deposits recorded were $7,350.00 for North Eden Fence project (Michael Nebeker)
There were no checks that processed. 

The checks that have not processed are: Woodruff Stock Association for $200.00 #306, Invoice for planner wages $18,585.19 (October through December) #320, Invoice for clerk wages $1,117.50 (October through December) #319, 2025 District Dues $625.00 #321, National Association of Conservation District- $101.00 #322 and Michael Nebeker- Check for $6,950 #323.
There are no outstanding bills at this time
AGENDA ITEM
Jace Farnsworth- UDAF update
The Water Op application period is open right now and producers can apply for an ARDL loan that will help with the remaining 50%. 
This Thursday, February 13th, there is a conservation fair. It will be an all-day event starting off as crop school and then going into break out sessions. The conservation fair will follow. March 6th will be the Box Elder one and that is when the Zone meeting will take place from 12:00pm-4:00pm with the conservation fair to follow until 8:00pm.

The supervisor will have a new pay structure. Now each district will need to submit for travel and time in a budget in June. The clerk will submit, pay from the district and the state will reimburse. Each supervisor will receive a check soon, for the hours since July 1st. Whatever remains after that will be an even split. As far as taxes go unless their hours end up being over $600 a year there will not be an issue. The hotel, food, and mileage does not count towards the $600. This year the rate will be $15 an hour and .42 cents a mile. 

The Non-Point Source application is open through March 17th. Jace said if you have any water quality projects, he will help with that. 

AGENDA ITEM
Taylor Ward– NRCS
There has been shake ups from the new administration. The guidance is to see how things go. USDA is reviewing all of the new orders. There are a lot of things unknow as of right now. The secretary of agriculture is Brooke Rowlands- once she gets appointed then things will get more solid. All of the IRA funding is on hold at this time. They can not make payments or certifications. EQIP and CSP program do not have any changes at the moment. This year the application deadline is past. All high tunnels that applied in Rich County were approved. They are working on writing contracts on those and should be done in a few weeks. They are holding off on approving new CSP projects. They can be funded under IRA or non-IRA money. The planner will know if IRA funds were used in the contract or not. 
AGENDA ITEM
Taylor Payne- GIP
There are several GIP contracts this year. Something new for our county is a chance at predator control funds. There is a partnering match dollar with State funds for predator efforts. Taylor is going to see what needs to be matched for a 1:1- fixed wing flight time to kill coyotes therefore taking care of other predator issues. The GIP also has a separate predator control fund. He is hoping to get the county on board and is going to talk to the commissioners tomorrow. 
In the past the district has gave $200 to some of the GIP projects. He wanted to approach the supervisors to see if they want to contribute to several or to do more money to one producer. “Some of the people doing the projects could sure use it” Taylor stated. GIP money ranks better with having the extra partner. Taylor said the $200 does help with their ranking to compete with other counties. Every partner gets 50 extra points. Yale said that he thinks the supervisors should help the producers. Cole spoke up and said that he would like to do the $2,000 still. Cole Weston made a motion for $2,000 to go to GIP projects spread out through all the applicants, Yale Johnson seconded it unanimously approved.
Judy Stuart made a motion to contribute $1,000 to the predator control, Cole Weston seconded, unanimously approved. Taylor will know more after the meeting tomorrow with the commissioners.
Young rancher has hosted clinics in lots of different parts in the states.  There is potentially one in northern Utah coming up.
AGENDA ITEM

Reganne Briggs- USU Extension
Reganne has been looking at funding to help with applied research. She wanted to see if the district would look into being the match. She needs to find the right grant to fit her goal. She is currently looking but not all grants are available at this time. 
At the end of this month, she is putting on a young farmers and ranch dinner, partnering with western ag credit. It will be targeting 18-35 years old, taking place on February 26th at 5:00pm in the senior center building.
The 4H coordinators are starting a service club with the youth. If there is any service that needs to be done or any ideas is always welcomed. In March they are starting a gardening series, season extension, soil health and much more. Spring is devoted to education and summer is focused on junior livestock
AGENDA ITEM

Jayme Kofoed- Conservation Planner

She is writing contracts, finishing high tunnels and helping some water optimization applicants. 

AGENDA ITEM

Taylor Deppen- Northern Utah Forestry Coordinator-
Taylor attended the meeting want to get the word out and let producers know that NRCS can do forestry. She would like to help anyone who has direct problems or concerns. She can make forest stewardship plans and visits. There are a few state plans for forestry available at this time. They are more geared towards the education aspects of forestry. 

AGENDA ITEM
Nick Coffey- Water Op Coordinator

Nick help with Water Op for this region. He is happy to address any questions or concerns. 
DISTRICT BUSINESS

Candy Cornia- Chair 
Candy asked about scholarship and posters progress. Candy asked Jayme to look up the scholarship and get with Mrs. Muir to get to the scholarship applications out.  It was suggested that the district can display the posters in the home arts building during the county fair. 
Closed Meeting

Judy Stuart made a motion to go into a close the session and Yale Johnson seconded, unanimously approved. 
Cole Weston made a motion to go back into the general session, Yale Johson seconded, unanimously approved.

Cole Weston made a motion to approve the $3,000.00 raise for Jayme Kofoed and Yale Johnson seconded, unanimously approved.

Cole Weston made a motion to approved the ARDL application, Yale Johson seconded, unanimously approved. 

Next meeting will be held on March 12th at 1:00pm. 
The SERA forms were filled out. 
Judy Stuart made a motion with Yale Johnson seconding to pay the SERA, this was unanimously approved.
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Yale Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting and Judy Stuart seconded, unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:15pm. 
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