
NOTICE OF MEETING 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

CITY OF ST. GEORGE 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, UTAH 

 

Public Notice 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of St. George, Washington County, 

Utah, will hold a regular meeting at the Council Chambers, 175 East 200 North, St. George, Utah on Wednesday, 

March 19, 2025, commencing at 5:00 p.m.  
 

The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

1. LANDMARK SITE DESIGNATION 

Consider a request to designate the home at 255 South 100 West as a landmark site to be known 

as the Miles Romney. 
 

2. MINUTES 

Consider approval of the April 17, 2024, meeting minutes. 
 

3. ADJOURN 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

CITY OF ST. GEORGE 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, UTAH 
 

Public Notice 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of St. George, Washington County, 

Utah, will hold a Public Meeting at the Council Chambers, 175 East 200 North, St. George, Utah on Wednesday, 

March 19, 2025, commencing at 6:00 p.m.  
 

The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

1. DISCUSSION ITEM 

                  Discuss designation of a Downtown Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places.   
 

 

 
_______________________________ 

Brenda Hatch, Planner II  
 

Reasonable Accommodation: The City of St. George will make efforts to provide reasonable accommodations 

to disabled members of the public in accessing City programs.  Please contact the City Human Resources Office 

at (435) 627-4674 at least 24 hours in advance if you have special needs. 



ITEM 1 
Landmark Site Designation 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION AGENDA REPORT: 03/19/2025 

 

Miles Romney Home 
Local Landmark Designation (Case No. 2025-HPC-002) 

Request: To consider a request to designate a Local Landmark Site. 

Applicant: The Greyhound Trust 

Representative: Katie Woods 

Location: 255 South 100 West St. George, UT 84770 

General Plan: DTTN, Downtown Traditional Neighborhood 

 Zoning: RCC (Residential Central City) 

Land Area: Approximately .40 acres 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Development 

Miles Romney 

Home 



BACKGROUND:  
The owner of the home at 255 S 100 W Street would like to designate this home as a local landmark in 
the City of St. George. This home falls within the boundaries of the St. George Arts District and was 
built in 1862 by Miles Romney shortly after he moved to the area. Miles Romney was the superintendent 
for both the original St. George Temple and the Brigham Young winter home and office. His name 
appears on the old Pioneer Map as the parcel owner of this home. He is the ancestor of Mitt Romney, 
the American businessman, former Governor of Massachusetts, former U.S. Senator and Presidential 
Candidate.  
 
There have been no major exterior alterations to the exterior of this building. The shed in the backyard 
was replaced as the prior shed was dilapidated. The shed matches the coloring and  style of the home 
and is set back far enough that there is no effect on the historical nature/view of the home from the 
street. This property is listed as a contributing building on the RLS survey provided by the consultant 
for the proposed St. George Historic District.  
 
The RLS survey shows the home built in 1865, the construction material as stucco/plaster, the plan 
type as other residential and the style as Greek Revival. 
 
In order to be eligible to become a landmark site, the home must meet the criteria found in Section 10-
13E-4 of our Zoning Regulations. Please see the criteria below:  
 

REQUIREMENTS TO BECOME A LOCAL LANDMARK 

Must Meet All Criteria Below 

a. It is located within the boundaries of St. George City YES 

b. The building or structure was constructed before 1970 
YES - Per applicant the home 

was built in 1862 

c. 
There are no major alterations or additions that have 
obscured or destroyed significant historic features, 
such as: changes in pitch of the main roof, enlargement or 
enclosure of windows on the principal façades, addition of 
upper stories or the removal of original upper stories, 
covering the exterior walls with nonhistoric materials, 
moving the resource from its original location to one that 
is dissimilar to the original, or additions which significantly 
detract from or obscure the original form and appearance 
of the building or structure when viewed from the public 
way. 

YES - Per applicant, there have 
been no improvements made to 
the home itself other than minor 
cosmetic ones. The shed in the 
backyard was replaced as the 

prior shed was dilapidated. The 
shed matches the coloring and  

style of the home and is set 
back far enough that there is no 

effect on the historical 
nature/view of the home from 

the street. 
 

Must Meet at Least One Criteria 

d. NATIONAL REGISTER 
It is currently listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places, or it has been officially determined eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places under 
the provisions of 36 CFR 60.6. Properties listed on or 
determined to be eligible for the national register must 
still retain their integrity 

NO 

https://stgeorge.municipal.codes/US/CFR/36
https://stgeorge.municipal.codes/US/CFR/36/60.6


e. EVENTS 
It is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of the 
history of the city, state or nation 

NO 

f. PERSON 
It is associated with lives of persons significant in the 
history of the city, state or nation 

YES, Miles Romney (please see 
attached documentation) 

g ARCHITECTURE / CONSTRUCTION 
It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a rare or 
unique type, period or method of construction, or 
represents the work of an architect or builder recognized 
as a master in his/her field, or possesses high artistic 
values or style, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction 

NO 

h. ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
It has yielded or may be likely to yield information 
important in prehistory or history (archaeological sites, 
for example). 

NO 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends the Commission take into consideration the person (item10-13E-4f) that have made 
a significant contribution to the history of St. George before making a recommendation for the petition 
of the Miles Romney home to become a local landmark. 
  



EXHIBIT A 
Applicant’s Narrative 

 
 
The “Miles Romney Home” 
255 S. 100 W., St. George, UT 84770 
Detailed Project Narrative: 
 
I am fortunate to own and live in the above home. I purchased this property in 2020 
because I desired to live in downtown St. George, and the property and house were very 
cute, quaint, and had many large, mature pecan trees in the yard. This creates a very 
peaceful place to live, and I have enjoyed it very much. I am a native of St. George, and I 
really love living here. I have lived in this property since 2020 as my primary residence, and 
have only grown fonder of this home and the downtown area. 
 

I am almost done building a new primary residence in St. George. Instead of selling this 
property or renting it out as a landlord, I would love to utilize it as my law office. 
I have been a lawyer since 2009. I currently rent office space, but would like to qualify the 
above address as the new location for my law office (The Law Office of Kristin K. Woods, 
PLLC). I am a sole practitioner with two assistants, so I am a small operation. One of my 
assistants works from her home. I will only regularly have two employees at the office 
during the day, and I only see one client at a time. This means Traffic impact and parking will 
be very minimal, and the backyard is large and open enough to develop parking spaces 
behind the house, so there will be no impact on street parking. 
Since I have moved into the home, there have been no improvements made to the home 
itself, besides minor cosmetic ones. The largest change to the property is that I upgraded 
the shed in the backyard, as the prior one was dilapidated. However, I made efforts with the 
new shed to match the coloring and style of the home as best as possible, and the 
backyard shed is set back far enough that there is no effect on the historical nature/view of 
the home from the street. I did this consciously, and with an eye toward preserving the 
historical nature of the property. 
 

If I am allowed to proceed with this project, I would have the incentive and motivation to 
invest financial resources into restoring this property and making it look very nice. This will 
simultaneously help me as a business owner, and will help the city as a whole as I invest 
resources into beautifying and restoring a piece of St. George’s early history. 
The house needs extensive renovation, particularly on the exterior. The home needs to be 
re-faced (plaster, I believe), re-painted, windows replaced/restored, and this home 
contains a beautiful wooden trim at the top that I would like to restore. On the interior, 
improvements to the condition of the flooring and the bathrooms are the most important 
for the purposes of an office. The interior is completely functional (I have lived in it for 5 
years) but could be improved to be more comfortable and useable. 
Previous owners have done prior work to this property, including upgrading water/sewer 
pipes and electricity, so the “bones” of the house have been fine, and there are no 
emergent issues with vital functions. 
I would be hiring a contractor to oversee this project, as I do not have the expertise to do it 
myself. 
 

 I believe that this home fulfills subsection e, f, and g because of the individual who built it. Miles Romney was 
the superintendent of construction for the St. George Temple, and the architect who designed the St. George 
Tabernacle and the Brigham Young Winter Home and Office. Both of these buildings are listed on the U.S. 
National Register of Historic Places. He was a noteworthy early Mormon pioneer who had the trust of Brigham 
Young. His name appears on the old Pioneer Map as the parcel owner of my current home. He is also the 
ancestor of noteworthy politician Mitt Romney. He's an important person in the history of St. George and the 
United States, and I would love for the city to memorialize his house as a noteworthy place.  
I have attached some documents that talk about Mr. Romney and his history. Further, the Romney Home is 
recognized by the Washington County Historical Society, and I have attached that as well.  



 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 



brenda.hatch
Highlight
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Miles Romney

Elizabeth Gaskell
Romney (1809–1884)

Miles Romney
Miles Romney (July 13, 1806 – May 3, 1877) was a British
convert to Mormonism, Mormon pioneer and early settler of
the American west, including St. George, Utah. In 1837,
Romney and his wife, Elizabeth, joined the Church of the Latter
Day Saints in a baptism ceremony just south of Preston,
Lancashire, England.[1] Soon after, they emigrated to the
United States to join with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints in Nauvoo, Illinois.

Romney was born in Dalton-in-Furness, Lancashire in 1806.
He was the son of George Romney, Jr. (whose father, George
Romney, Sr., was first cousin to the English portrait artist also
named George Romney[1][2]) and Sarah King. On November 16,
1830, he married Elizabeth Gaskell.[3] The couple eventually
had nine children, including Miles Park Romney, and moved to
the Preston area where they may have been practising members
of the Church of England congregation at St Mary's parish
church in Penwortham.[1]

Romney worked as a carpenter in the area,[1] also working in nearby
Preston. Seven years after the founding of Church of Christ (renamed the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in 1838), in 1837 seven
missionaries were sent to Northwest England, and started preaching in
Preston. Romney and his wife were early converts, baptized in the River
Ribble at Preston.[1] They later emigrated to join other members of the
Church in Nauvoo, Illinois.

Once in the United States, Romney worked as an architect,[4] designing or assisting in building
early temples, tabernacles and other buildings important to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints (LDS Church). Romney worked in both Nauvoo and westward in Utah, and assisted in
building the Nauvoo Temple.

Early life

United States

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Miles_Romney.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Elizabeth_Gaskell_Romney.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mormonism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mormon_pioneer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._George,_Utah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Christ_(Latter_Day_Saints)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preston,_Lancashire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nauvoo,_Illinois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dalton-in-Furness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Romney_(painter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miles_Park_Romney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Mary%27s_Church,_Penwortham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penwortham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carpenter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Christ_(Latter_Day_Saints)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwest_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Ribble
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nauvoo,_Illinois
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Church_of_Jesus_Christ_of_Latter-day_Saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nauvoo_Temple


3/29/24, 3:17 PMMiles Romney - Wikipedia

Page 2 of 3https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miles_Romney

St. George Tabernacle,
designed by Romney,
was completed in 1876

Brigham Young's winter
home in St. George,
Utah, completed in 1871

After coming to Utah, Romney went with a group of pioneers to settle St. George, Utah. There he
served as superintendent of construction for the St. George Utah Temple, the first LDS temple
completed in the state of Utah.[5] As an architect, Romney designed the St. George Tabernacle and
Brigham Young Winter Home and Office, the latter with his son, Miles Park Romney. Both are
listed on the U.S. National Register of Historic Places.[6][7] Miles Romney supervised the
construction of the St. George Temple and Tabernacle.[8]

Romney died in St. George, Utah, on May 3, 1877, from complications suffered from a fall while
working on the St. George Temple.

Romney is an ancestor of politicians George W. Romney and Mitt Romney.

Romney-Pratt family

1. Cordelia Hebblethwaite (13 June 2012). "Mitt Romney's Mormon
roots in northern England" (https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-18
422949). BBC News, Preston. Retrieved 13 June 2012.

2. Bennett, Archibald Fowler (1951), A Guide for Genealogical Research
(https://books.google.com/books?id=FrFpAAAAMAAJ&q=%22portrait
+painter%22), Genealogical Society of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, pp. 154–157

3. Elizabeth Gaskell (Dalton-in-Furness, Lancashire, January 8, 1809 –
St. George, Utah, October 11, 1884)

4. Mitt Romney, Turarnound (Washington: Regnery Publishing, 2004) p.
8

5. https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/GetAsset/NRHP/77001325_text
6. "A Gathering of Eagles: Conversions from the Four Quarters of the

Earth" (https://books.google.com/books?id=Lfygxs65k_EC), Daniel B.
Gibbons. iUniverse, 2002. ISBN 0-595-21970-5, 9780595219704. p.
245-247

7. Harris, T. George (2012), "3" (https://books.google.com/books?id=_Q
LoF5iz6-QC&pg=PT22), Romney's Way: A Man and an Idea, Garrett
County Press, ISBN 9781891053917

8. Romney, Catharine Cottam; Hansen, Jennifer Moulton (ed.) (1992),
Letters of Catharine Cottam Romney, Plural Wife (https://books.googl
e.com/books?id=cWww69owr1kC), University of Illinois Press, ISBN 9780252018688
{{citation}}: |first2= has generic name (help)
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1 of 3Mitt Romney, March 21, 1969.

The series

» Series link — Special report from The Boston
Globe

NANTES, France — Elder

Romney didn't even have time

to put on his shoes.

The 19-year-old missionary was

in his apartment when a woman

burst in to say some Frenchmen were beating up one of his fellow Mormons down

the street.

The barefoot Mitt Romney, who had been in France for just six months, joined his

roommates in rushing into the snowy night.

They found a team of rugby players, drowning their sorrows after a lost match,

hassling two female missionaries. The women had cried out "Allez-y!" which means

"go on," rather than "Allez-vous en," meaning "go away." The male missionary who

leapt to their defense had been punched out. Romney ended up with a badly bruised

jaw.

"There were about 20 guys, very large and very muscular, and we were a group of

very young and very small American guys," Romney would recall 40 years later. "If

you get into a !ght with Muhammad Ali, you don't return the punch, you just put

your arms up."

In a lifetime of good fortune, the January 1967 rumble in Nantes stands out as a rare

moment of defeat. But as a snapshot of his 30 months as an LDS missionary, it is less

https://cdn.vox-cdn.com/uploads/chorus_asset/file/16797635/675216544.jpg
http://www.boston.com/news/politics/2008/specials/romney
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exceptional: His time in France posed one of the great challenges of his life. It was

marked by frustration and, ultimately, tragedy. The victories were visible only in

hindsight.

Day after day, he knocked on doors urging people, most of them Catholic but many

of them hostile to religion and often to the United States as well, to join The Church

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Mormonism was a religion of mystery to most

French people, recognized mostly for its history of polygamy and, in a country that

takes its wine seriously, for its prohibition against alcohol.

Serving as a missionary was an LDS tradition. From the very start, in the 1830s, the

Latter-day Saints had sent out missionaries to preach the gospel.

"Your presiding officers have recommended you as one worthy to represent the

Church of our Lord as a Minister of the Gospel," said the letter sent to missionaries

in 1966 by David O. McKay, who as church president was revered as a living prophet

by Mormons.

For 2 1/2 years, Romney would wear the dark suits and white shirts of an LDS

missionary. He would be allowed to call home only on Christmas and Mother's Day.

There would be no drinking, no smoking, no sex and no dating. He would be alone

only in the bathroom — Mormon missionaries are paired always with a companion

to reduce the opportunity for mischief. All of his time, all of his energy, would be

devoted to trying to persuade the people of France to join the LDS Church.

France was, of course, glamorous and beautiful, and the missionaries had half a day

off each week for "diversions," which often meant a chance to visit a chateau. But

France was also one of the most inhospitable countries to Mormonism.

The !rst Mormon missionary had arrived in 1849, but the missionaries had been

evicted during the reign of Napoleon III and $ed again during World War II. By the
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time Romney arrived, there were just 6,500 LDS Church members in the entire

country.

"Being in a foreign place in a foreign language with a foreign faith, you really do a

lot of soul-searching about what you believe and what you're going to do with the

rest of your life," Romney would recall decades later.

Romney said he found inspiration in the story of a Utah chemist, Henry Eyring,

who, hobbled by cancer, nonetheless struggled to help his church weed an onion

patch, only to learn that the row he had worked on didn't need weeding. Eyring, as

Romney tells the story, responded, "Well, that's OK, I didn't come here for the

onions."

"He came to respond to the call of service," Romney said, "and I think that's what

happens to young men or young women who go on a mission."

LDS roots

Romney's family history is intertwined with that of the LDS Church. The Romneys

came from the English village of Dalton-in-Furness, about 280 miles northwest of

London, and immigrated to America in response to the same kind of missionary

work that Mitt would perform.

Mormonism was in its infancy in 1837 when the Romney family, headed by a

carpenter named Miles Archibald Romney, heard a missionary speak near their

home about the story of the religion's founder and prophet, Joseph Smith.

Born in the little village of Sharon, Vt., Smith was praying in the woods of western

New York when, according to his account, he saw "a pillar of light exactly over my

head." Two personages, God and Jesus, appeared before him, telling him that other

churches "were all wrong." Several years later, in the same woods, the angel Moroni

appeared to him, directing him to a set of golden plates on which was recorded the
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history of an Israelite tribe that migrated to America and became the ancestors of

the Native Americans.

The Romneys were so moved by the missionary's story that they were baptized as

Mormons and, in 1841, they journeyed to Nauvoo, Ill., where Smith had established a

Mormon community. On Aug. 18, 1843, the Romneys had a son named Miles Park

Romney, the great-grandfather of Mitt Romney.

A year later, Smith was assassinated and the Mormons were driven out of Nauvoo,

headed for a new promised land of Utah.

The Mormons believed that the great mountains of the West would protect them

from persecution and from hostility toward polygamy. Mormon men had begun

taking "plural wives" after Smith said God told him to revive the Old Testament

practice of polygamy.

When Miles Park Romney turned 18, he followed instructions from Mormon leader

Brigham Young that he !nd a wife. On May 10, 1862, Miles married a woman who

would eventually bear him 10 children, Hannah Hood Hill. One month later, with

Hannah pregnant, Miles left to perform church missionary duties in England for

nearly 3 years.

Two months after the marriage, on July 8, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln signed

an antibigamy act, which prohibited polygamy in Utah and the other territories.

Miles believed strongly in the church's practices and was committed to his mission

to bring converts to America. He laid out his beliefs in England in an article titled

"Persecution."

"Many, now, wonder why it is that we are so despised," Miles wrote. But Miles stood

by his faith, writing that "from the earliest ages of the history of man, Truth and

those who strictly adhere to its principles have been unpopular."
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Miles returned to Utah in October 1865, meeting his 2-year-old daughter for the !rst

time. The family was poor, possessing a small cook stove, a bed, three chairs and a

small table. Miles, a carpenter, bought land and built a two-room wooden house.

Hannah became pregnant again, and a second daughter was born.

"We were happy," Hannah recalled, in an autobiography written for her family when

she was 80 years old. "We had two sweet little girls to bless our home and make it

more happy and they bound us together in love and union."

Addition to marriage

It was then, in 1867, that Miles P. Romney had a fateful meeting with Young.

"Brother Miles P., I want you to take another wife," Young requested, according to

Hannah's autobiography.

Miles faced the choice of obeying U.S. law, under which polygamy was illegal, or the

head of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He chose the church.

Hannah was distraught.

"I felt that was more than I could endure, to have him divide his time and

affections," Hannah wrote later. "I She "used to walk the $oor and shed tears of

sorrow. If anything will make a woman's heart ache, it is for her husband to take

another wife, but I put my trust in my Heavenly Father and prayed and pleaded with

him to give me strength to bear this great trial."

Then Hannah performed her duty: She prepared a room for her husband's new wife,

Caroline Lambourne. Hannah wrote, "I was able to live in the principle of polygamy

and give my husband many wives." But her despair deepened when her younger

daughter died at 10 months.
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Soon, Young gave Miles and his two wives a new mission: Sell your home, and move

to the southern Utah town of St. George. The new settlement about 300 miles south

of Salt Lake was in a vast desert, surrounded by red-toned ridges in a region where

summer temperatures often topped 100 degrees.

Young prophesied that, "There will yet be built between these volcanic ridges, a

city, with spires and towers and steeples, with homes containing many inhabitants."

The Romneys sold their Salt Lake City home and moved to St. George, where they

lived "in a little shanty, a small board room and a wagon box," Hannah wrote.

From the shanty, the Romneys wrote themselves into church history as builders.

Miles played a major role in the construction of St. George Temple. Then, Brigham

Young hired Miles to build a two-story addition to his winter home in St. George.

Miles took on the task with zeal, constructing one of the most lavish residences in

Utah, a sandstone brick dwelling with an elaborate porch painted red and green.

The restored home is visited today by Mormons from around the world, who are

told of Miles's role in building the house. Pictures of Young and Romney hang in an

adjoining building.

But while Miles was prospering as a builder, he had increasing trouble handling two

wives. Hannah wrote that Caroline "was very jealous of me.... She wanted all my

husband's attention. When she couldn't get it there was always a fuss in the house.

(Miles), being a just man, didn't give way to her tantrums."

Miles and Caroline had two children, whom Hannah helped to care for. But Caroline

was not satis!ed. She asked Young for permission to return to her parents in Salt

Lake City. The separation was "the severest trial ever experienced" by Miles,

according to "Life Story of Miles Park Romney," written by his son, Thomas. Miles

and Hannah "made a special trip of three hundred miles by wagon to try to induce

Carrie to return to her home in Saint George. But all their pleadings were in vain,"

and a divorce was granted, according to the biography.
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Miles, meanwhile, was climbing in prominence in the church. He was given a new

responsibility: defeat a congressional effort to enforce antipolygamy prohibitions.

Miles and four other Mormon leaders signed a letter stating that "the Anti-

polygamy bill ... is unconstitutional and is an act of special legislation and ostracism,

never before heard of in a republican government and its parallel hardly to be found

in the most absolute despotisms, disfranchising and discriminating, as it does,

200,000 free and loyal citizens, because of a particular tenet in their religious faith."

Miles and the others said the legislation violated the Declaration of Independence's

guarantee that all men had the rights of "life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness"

and the Constitution's guarantee of freedom of religion.

The lobbying paid off and the bill died in the Senate, but other antipolygamy laws

remained on the books.

For a brief time, with Caroline having left, Miles and Hannah were once again in a

single-wife marriage. It was then, in 1871, that Hannah gave birth to Gaskell, the

grandfather of Mitt Romney.

Two years after Gaskell's birth, however, Miles met the fair-skinned Catharine

Cottam, who had $owing hair, a serene smile, and was described by her brother as

the "prettiest girl in St. George." Miles married Catharine in Salt Lake City on Sept.

15, 1873.

Hannah, seven months pregnant, did not attend the wedding. Instead, she prepared

a room for Catharine, whom she called "a girl of good principles and a good Latter-

day Saint."

"I cannot explain how I suffered in my feelings while I was doing all this hard work,

but I felt that I would do my duty if my heart did ache," Hannah wrote.
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Two months after Miles and Catharine were married, the child of Miles and Hannah

died during delivery. Hannah blamed herself.

"I felt I had caused it by doing so much hard work," Hannah wrote.

Nearly four years later, Miles married again, taking as his wife Annie M. Woodbury,

a schoolteacher.

Miles's life in St. George with Hannah, Catharine and Annie brie$y settled into a

comfortable, devout routine. But church leaders in Salt Lake City intervened,

devising a plan to plant Mormon communities in an arc throughout the West. Miles

was told by church leaders to uproot his family and help settle the town of St. Johns,

Ariz.

The journey of almost 500 miles was harrowing, requiring the wagon trains to skirt

the northern rim of the Grand Canyon.

"Here you can see the river hundreds of feet below you winding its way between

perpendicular banks of solid rock without a tree to be seen and devoid of

vegetation," Catharine wrote her parents, as quoted in a volume compiled by her

great-granddaughter, titled, "Letters of Catharine Cottam Romney, Plural Wife."

Finally, the Romneys arrived in St. Johns. It was a sparsely settled town, a Wild West

amalgamation of gun-toting farmers and laborers, including American Indians and

Mexicans, who were especially resentful of new settlers such as the Mormons. The

local newspaper, the Apache Chief, urged on May 30, 1884, that "the shotgun and

rope" be used to get rid of Mormon settlers.

"Hang a few of their polygamist leaders such as ... Romney ... and a stop will be put

to it," the newspaper said.

Catharine began to fear her surroundings, writing, "I believe there are some as
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wicked people here as can be found anywhere on the footstool of God."

The tensions accelerated as local authorities sought to try Romney on charges of

polygamy. To avoid prosecution, Miles sent Catharine and Annie into hiding.

But authorities brought new charges, alleging that Miles lied about having title to

his land. One night, a marshal arrived at the Romney home after midnight,

demanding that Miles surrender.

"The marshal had a gun in one hand and handcuffs in the other," Hannah wrote.

A colony in Mexico

Miles $ed to Utah, where he was told by church leaders "to go to Old Mexico and

build a city of refuge for the people that would have to go there on account of

persecutions of polygamy," Hannah wrote. Miles agreed and decided it was safest to

go with only one of his wives, Annie. He left behind Hannah and Catharine and

their children, hoping they would reunite in the coming months.

After weeks of travel, Miles reached a vantage point in the Mexican mountains.

Gazing upon a valley that extended for miles on the banks of the Piedras Verdes

River, Miles Romney saw mesquite and cactus carpeting the $atlands, with stands

of scrub oak shading the riverbanks. The valley $oor was 5,000 feet high, providing

a climate cool enough to support peach and apple trees. Beyond brown hills, the

towering, pine-covered peaks of the Sierra Madre curtained the valley, catching the

winter snows that would provide ample water for irrigation. This would be the

colony of Juarez — Colonia Juarez.

At !rst, Miles was desperately poor and responsible for an enormous family. He

lived out of a wagon, and then a crude hut.
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On Dec. 27, 1885, shortly after helping establish the colony, Miles despaired of his

plight. He feared federal marshals might come to Mexico to arrest him. He was

uncertain about the fate of Hannah and Catharine.

"I sometimes think that I am only an injury now to both my family and my friends,"

Miles wrote to Catharine's brother Thomas. "I have borrowed my friends' money,

and my family receive no support from me, and the prospect ahead seems as black

as midnight darkness."

Soon, Hannah arrived. Then, more than a year after Romney arrived in Mexico,

Catharine joined them. A festive reunion followed, with Miles, his three wives, and

their children. "21 of us all together had a splendid dinner," Catharine wrote her

parents.

The town, meanwhile, began to take shape, due in signi!cant part to Gaskell

Romney. At 15, he helped build the canal that irrigated the !elds, and helped build a

family farm known as Cliff Ranch, in the mountains overlooking Colonia Juarez.

Then the family's world came crashing down once again. Back in Utah, some of the

same LDS leaders who had urged Romney to create a refuge for polygamy now

turned against the practice.

In September 1890, church President Wilford Woodruff issued what was called the

Manifesto: "I now publicly declare that my advice to the Latter-day Saints is to

refrain from contracting any marriage forbidden by the law of the land."

The careful wording of the Manifesto might have given some solace to the

Romneys. They may have believed that Woodruff was referring to the law in the

United States, not Mexico. They continued their practice of plural marriage but

even more isolated than before. Indian attacks and crop failures were common.

Miles moved to a nearby town called Colonia Dublan and, in 1897, seven years after
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the Manifesto, married for a !fth time, to a wealthy widow named Emily Henrietta

Eyring Snow, the only wife with whom he did not have children.

Gaskell, meanwhile, married Anna Amelia Pratt, who would become Mitt Romney's

grandmother. Anna descended from one of the most important families in the LDS

faith. Her grandfather, Parley Pratt, had 12 wives and was chosen by Joseph Smith as

one of the 12 apostles.

Gaskell and Anna broke with their family traditions and did not engage in plural

marriage.

After 12 years of marriage, the couple had a boy whom they named George W.

Romney, the fourth of their seven children.

Revolution and return

The family lived happily in Mexico, where Gaskell and his family operated a

prosperous ranch. But in 1912, after a revolution that ousted dictator Por!rio Diaz,

rebel factions began mounting attacks throughout the countryside. Gaskell and

other Mormons stockpiled guns. In July, the Romneys learned that hundreds of

revolutionaries were nearby.

The family, including 5-year-old George, packed whatever they could carry and

boarded an overloaded train to El Paso. For years afterward, the often-destitute

Romneys moved from house to house, from California to Idaho to Utah. Gaskell

eventually rebuilt his life, constructing homes in Salt Lake City and becoming

bishop of the church's wealthiest ward. In the Great Depression, Gaskell "lost all he

had and more," a family biography says.

He regained his !nancial footing from an unlikely source: Mexico. He had never

given up trying to obtain !nancial compensation from the Mexican government for

losing his family property.
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Twenty-six years after the Romneys were forced from Mexico, the case of "Gaskell

Romney vs. United States of Mexico" was heard in Salt Lake City in 1938. Gaskell

requested $28,753 in damages. He was awarded $9,163, court records show — a

sizable amount then.

The records say Gaskell gave half of the award to his son, George, which would have

helped to put him on his road to becoming chairman of American Motors and

governor of Michigan.

In 1941, three years after receiving the Mexican !nancial settlement, the Romneys

made a sentimental return to Mexico, retracing the route of Miles P. Romney and

his wives from Utah to Arizona to Mexico. Throughout the journey, Gaskell told

George about his hardships but also his pride in establishing the remote Mormon

outpost.

"Despite his many hardships he was never bitter about them," George wrote about

his father. "His religion and the Kingdom of God always came !rst, and as a result

he enabled his children to live through economic difficulties without their feeling

deprived or losing faith in their future."

It was a lesson that George would impart to Mitt.

Mission test

Mitt Romney's missionary work began not in glamorous Paris but in gritty Le

Havre, a seaport along the English Channel.

The one-bedroom apartment that he shared with three other missionaries had no

telephone, no television and no radio. There were also no Mormons in Le Havre, so

the four American missionaries would hold worship in their apartment, taking turns

preaching and singing and offering each other the sacrament of bread and water.
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"I remember we went down and we went to a place where they had used mattresses

off of ships, and so these mattresses were quite good mattresses but they were very

narrow, and so we got some cinder blocks and some plywood doors and a mattress

and that's what we had for beds," said Donald K. Miller, then Romney's senior

companion, and now a dentist in Calgary.

The missionaries would wake up at 6 a.m., eat breakfast, study the Bible, the Book of

Mormon and French, and knock on doors, with breaks for meals and a required

bedtime of 10 p.m. They traveled on Solex motorized bicycles, wearing their suits

and carrying satchels with pamphlets about Mormonism.

"You knock on the door very simply, you say, 'Bonjour, Madame. Nous sommes deux

jeunes Americains,'" Romney would recall. "That means 'We are two young

Americans.' And continuing, 'We're talking to people in your neighborhood about

our faith and wonder if you'd like to ...' BANG! The door shuts. And most people

assumed we were salesmen and said, 'No, I don't want any,' and would shut the

door. A lot of people would say, 'Americans? Get out of Vietnam!' BANG!"

Romney became a passionate defender of America's role in Vietnam. And he

worked hard to memorize key French words and phrases that would help in his

missionary work.

"Whenever we had a discussion he hadn't learned, he would go have a long, hot

bath, and when he would come out, he would have the discussion memorized,"

Miller recalled. "I was dumbfounded."

Romney also stood out for his rare!ed background. One of his fellow missionaries,

Gerald Anderson, now an Alberta agrologist, recalled how Romney, on a trip to

Paris, stunned everyone with his familiarity with the !ne French perfumes in a shop

on the Champs Elysees.
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At the urging of a church official from Utah, Romney encouraged his fellow

missionaries to read "Think and Grow Rich!" a 1937 self-help book by Napoleon Hill

that had been reissued in 1960. The book argued that wealth and success grew out

of the rigorous application of personal beliefs. There was little that was rich or

comfortable in the missionary experience, but fellow missionaries say Romney

applied himself with the faith of a true believer.

In the "Conversion Diary," then a newsletter of the French Mission, he is mentioned

repeatedly for standout numbers of hours spent door-knocking, numbers of copies

of the Book of Mormon distributed and numbers of invitations for return visits. He

was promoted through the ranks, !rst to zone leader in Bordeaux, and then to the

highest position attainable by a missionary, that of assistant to the mission president

in Paris.

But his time in Paris was marred by the car accident that killed Leola Anderson,

wife of the mission president, Duane Anderson. Romney was driving when the

crowded Citroen was hit by another car.

Romney's injuries were serious enough that his father asked Mitt's brother-in-law,

Dr. Bruce Robinson, to $y to France to oversee the medical care. But within a few

weeks, Mitt was seemingly back to normal, and his friends were struck by how

quickly he threw himself back into work, determined not to let the tragedy slow the

mission.

"His resilience was truly astounding," said Joel H. McKinnon, who was the senior

assistant to the president in the mission home. "He would have 20 ideas in 35

minutes, and it'd take me a week to have that many.... He didn't seem to be

particularly pensive or particularly concerned about the accident, as to what had

happened to him and how close he'd come to death.... He was back and ready to

work."
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In the absence of the mission president, who had returned to the United States after

his wife's death, Romney took on a greater leadership role. It was during this

period, in late 1968, that some people say they saw the !rst glimpses of the super-

organized achiever who many knew in later years.

He devised innovative ways to engage the French. In a letter to his parents, he

talked about reaching out to people through "singing, basketball exhibitions,

archelogy (sic) lectures, street meetings.... Why even last Sat night my comp

(companion) and I went into bars, explaining that we had a message of great

happiness and joy."

Noticing some French people's interest in America, he staged USA nights to show

slides about America; in one city he offered a talk on American politics. In

November, just before !nishing his mission, he gave a talk at a missionary

conference based upon the Book of Alma in the Book of Mormon, about "desire"

and "how we can obtain anything we want in life — if we want it badly enough"

according to a missionary's journal.

Romney would go on to great material success, and the LDS Church continued to

play a big role in his life. Over the years, he would give millions of dollars to the

church, following a LDS requirement for tithing, or contributing 10 percent of one's

income; he would visit temples throughout the world; and he would serve in several

key church roles, as bishop of a ward in Belmont and president of the Boston stake,

a group of about a dozen congregations in eastern Massachusetts.

In the late 1990s, a new LDS temple, serving all of the Northeast, rose over his

hometown of Belmont.

Now, as he runs for president, he points to his time in France as a key moment in his

spiritual development: "I came to know my faith a great deal better by virtue of my

two years in France."
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On the campaign trail, he angered some Mormons by denouncing the church's

history of plural marriage, saying on CBS's "60 Minutes," "I can't imagine anything

more awful than polygamy."

But his family's history, like that of his church, is an ever-present part of his life: In

the !rst-$oor hallway of his home the portraits of !ve generations of Romneys hang

in an unbroken line: Miles Archibald, Miles Park, Gaskell, George and Mitt.

Contributing: Michael Kranish reported from Mexico; Michael Paulson reported

from France. Globe correspondent Julie Chazyn contributed from France.

Next: Study, sweat and pro!t
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LOCATION

255 South 100 West 
St. George, UT 84770 

Plat A, Block 3, Lot 3 on the old pioneer map of St. George. 

DESCRRIPTION

TBD 

HISTORY

Miles Romney came to St. George in 1862 and built this house shortly thereafter. 

He sold this house to John P. Atkin. 

Lucile Pitchforth bought the house and the family still lives there. Herbert is the current occupant. 

BIOGRAPHY

Miles Romney   click here. 

John P. Atkin died and left a wife and two daughters, Abbie and Annie. 

PHOTOS
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MILES ROMNEY

• Superintendent of construction for the St. George Temple

• Designed the St. George Tabernacle

• Designed the Brigham Young winter home and office with his son Miles Park Romney

• Supervised construction of both the St. George Temple and the Tabernacle

• Ancestor of the politician Mitt Romney



 

ST. GEORGE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 1 
APRIL 17, 2024, 12:00 P.M. 2 

CITY HALL ADMINISTRATIVE CONFERENCE ROOM 3 
 4 

PRESENT: 5 
Historic Preservation Commission Chair Rick Atkin 6 
Historic Preservation Commission Member Bob Nicholson 7 
Historic Preservation Commission Member Susan Crook 8 
Historic Preservation Commission Member Scott Messel 9 
 10 

EXCUSED: 11 
Historic Preservation Commission Member Cortney Haslam 12 

 13 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: 14 

Community Development Director Carol Winner 15 
Assistant City Attorney Daniel Baldwin 16 
Development Office Supervisor Monica Smith 17 
 18 

OTHERS PRESENT: 19 
 20 
 21 
 22 

CALL TO ORDER: 23 
Historic Preservation Commission Chair Atkin called the meeting to order and 24 
welcomed all in attendance. 25 
 26 
Link to call to order: 00:00:00 27 

 28 
CLG GRANT AWARD DISCUSSION: 29 

CLG GRANT:  30 
 31 
Discussion regarding CLG Grant next steps.  32 
 33 
Link to presentation from Community Development Director, including discussion 34 
between Ms. Winner and Commission Members: 00:00:32 35 
 36 
Link to question by Chair Atkin, including discussion between Mr. Atkin and Ms. 37 
Winner: 00:00:58 38 
 39 
Link to comment by Chair Atkin, including discussion between Commission Members 40 
and Ms. Winner: 00:02:40 41 
 42 
Link to comment by Chair Atkin, including discussion between Ms. Winner and 43 
Commission Members: 00:14:19 44 
 45 
Link to comment by Chair Atkin, including discussion between Commission Members, 46 
and Ms. Winner: 00:15:36 47 
 48 
Link to comment by Commission Member Crook, including discussion between 49 
Commission Members and Ms. Winner: 00:16:23 50 
 51 
 52 

 53 
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 4 

Link to comment by Commission Member Crook, including discussion between 5 
Commission Members, and Ms. Winner: 00:17:09 6 

 7 
Link to comment by Chair Atkin, including discussion between Commission Members 8 
and Ms. Winner: 00:18:20 9 
 10 
Link to comment by Commission Member Crook, including discussion between 11 
Commission Members and Ms. Winner: 00:19:06 12 
 13 
Link to comment by Chair Atkin, including discussion between Commission Members 14 
and Ms. Winner: 00:19:49 15 
 16 
Link to comment by Commission Member Nicholson, including discussion between 17 
Commission Members and Ms. Winner: 00:20:30 18 
 19 
Link to comment by Community Development Director, Carol Winner, including 20 
discussion between Commission Members and Ms. Winner: 00:21:42 21 
 22 
Link to comment by Commission Member Nicholson including discussion between 23 
Commission Members and the Community Development Director: 00:22:25 24 

 25 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 26 

Minutes 27 
 28 
Consider a request to approve the meeting minutes from the December 13, 2023, 29 
meeting. 30 
 31 
Link to motion: 00:23:30 32 
 33 
MOTION:  34 

A motion was made by Historic Preservation Commission Member Messel to 35 
approve the minutes.  36 

SECOND: 37 
The motion was seconded by Historic Preservation Commission Member 38 
Nicholson. 39 

VOTE:   40 
Historic Preservation Commission Chair called for a vote, as follows: 41 
 42 
Historic Preservation Commission Chair Atkin - aye 43 
Historic Preservation Commission Member Nicholson - aye 44 
Historic Preservation Commission Member Crook - aye 45 
Historic Preservation Commission Member Messel - aye 46 
 47 
The vote was unanimous and the motion carried. 48 

 49 
 50 
 51 
 52 
 53 
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 4 
Link to comment by Commission Member Nicholson, including discussion between 5 
Commission Members and Ms. Winner: 00:23:44 6 
 7 
ADJOURN: 8 

Link to motion: 00:25:38 9 
 10 
MOTION:  11 

A motion was made by Historic Preservation Commission Member Messel to 12 
adjourn.  13 

SECOND: 14 
The motion was seconded by Historic Preservation Commission Member 15 
Nicholson. 16 

 17 
 18 

VOTE:   19 
Historic Preservation Commission Chair Atkin called for a vote, as follows: 20 
 21 
Historic Preservation Commission Chair Atkin - aye 22 
Historic Preservation Commission Member Nicholson - aye 23 
Historic Preservation Commission Member Crook - aye 24 
Historic Preservation Commission Member Messel - aye 25 
 26 
The vote was unanimous and the motion carried. 27 

 28 
 29 
 30 
/s/Monica Smith 31 
______________________________ 32 
Monica Smith, Secretary 33 
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