
MINUTES OF WOODLAND HILLS CITY, UTAH, PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING HELD ON November 20, 2024

On November 20, 2024, the planning commission held a public hearing to take public comment on two matters:
1. Amendments to Title 11, Subdivisions, of the Woodland Hills City code
2. Amendments to Title 10 of the Woodland Hills City code,
a. 10.2.1 adding a definition of a wall
b. 10.3.1 change in wording from building inspection to building official
c. 10.11.8D adding a section on retaining walls
The public hearing commenced at 7:05pm.  Chairman Frandsen introduced the topics and gave a brief explanation of each one.  There was no public comment, and the meeting terminated at 7:10pm.
Next, the planning commission held a regularly scheduled public meeting.  The meeting commenced at 7:10pm.  Present were Planning Commissioners Severin Johnson, John Stout, Lori Thomas, Larry Henry and Wayne Frandsen, serving as chairman.  The invocation was offered by Commissioner Thomas and Commissioner Stout lead in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Following the pledge, time was given for any public comment, but none was made.
Item 5 on the agenda was approval of the last planning commission meeting minutes held on September 18, 2024.  Chairman Frandsen called for a motion to be made to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Henry made a motion to approve the minutes, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Johnson.   All voted in favor of approving the minutes.
Item 6 on the agenda was a proposal to consider a zone change from various zones, all to R1-19 for the following properties:
1. Reed and Sally Nelson Serial no. 29:063:0025 consisting of 18.85 acres, presently zoned R1-2
2. Reed and Sally Nelson, Serial no. 51:460:0001 consisting of 9.918 acres, presently zoned R1-2 
3. Reed and Sally Nelson, Serial no. 30:076:0066 consisting of 19.87 acres, presently zoned Agriculture
4. Robert and Linda Nelson, Serial no. 44:059:0003 consisting of 5.25 acres, presently zoned R1-2
Chairman Frandsen explained that the public hearing on the rezone request will be held by the city council.  Robert Nelson was present to present each of the rezone requests to the planning commission, both his and the ones for the properties owned by Reed and Sally Nelsen (at their request).  Following a discussion of the requests, it is understood that the areas where the properties are located are designated in the city’s General Plan to be zoned  for R1-19, for residential development.  At the conclusion of the discussion, Commissioner Thomas made a motion to recommend approval of the rezoning requests.  Commissioner Henry seconded the motion.  All Commissioners voted in favor of the rezone requests.  
Item number 7 on the agenda was a discussion of the proposed amendments to Title 10 of the Woodland Hills City code pertaining to: 1) the definition of a wall, 2) changing the name in the code from Building Inspector to Building Official and 3) adding a section in the code on retaining walls.  To further explain,  Chairman Frandsen stated that there was not a current definition in our city code to describe what a wall is.  Also, the duties and responsibilities in our code under 10-3-1 pertain to the city Building Official and not necessarily to the Building Inspector; and retaining walls are not adequately defined in our city code, and those are the reasons for the suggested changes.  Following a brief discussion of the proposed changes, Commissioner Stout made a motion to approve the suggested changes and forward that decision to the city council.  Commissioner Henry seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the motion.  
Item number 8 on the agenda was consideration of an amendment to the City code relative to changes and additions to our Title 11, Subdivision code.  The state mandated these changes in the 2024 legislative session each city and county to make certain changes and amendments to their own subdivision ordinance.  The purpose for the changes was to make each city ‘s and county’s subdivision ordinances more streamlined with mandated time sensitive review cycle standards and criteria.  Chairman Frandsen advised that the State budgeted $14,000, of State Funds, for city and county governments to have access to in order to have companies assist them in making the required changes in their ordinances to comply with the new state mandate.  A draft was presented to the planning commission by Chairman Frandsen that had been worked on by one of these companies.  The draft was tailored to our present ordinance, with amendments made to it in order to comply with the new state code on subdivision development. Chairman Frandsen outlined two of the major changes which have been made.  They include a provision that the city council would no longer be the approving authority for subdivision development, that the planning commission would take on that role.  Further, there would no longer be a preliminary plat done, only a final plat that would be all inclusive of the requirements needed for both a preliminary and final plat.  Commissioner Henry made a motion to recommend approval to the city council of the drafted ordinance and to allow additional changes that might need to be made to it in order for the ordinance and amendments to be in compliance with State code.    Commissioner Stout seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the new amended Title, to include some minor changes that may still need to be made.  
Item number 9 was a brief discussion about the current building height ordinance.  Chairman Frandsen advised that the builders find it confusing and often do not make the correct calculations to compute the maximum building height.  It was felt that wording and instructions in the “how to calculate” needed to be more clear  to the reader.  Chairman Frandsen will work on this, not changing the definition, but add to or take from the current instructions on how to make the correct calculation in order to clear up any ambiguity. 

Wayne B. Frandsen, Chairman
