[bookmark: _GoBack]Great Salt Lake Advisory Council Meeting – January 8, 2025
Location:  Eccles Wildlife Education Center
(Video Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTqFT6REkzY)

Great Salt Lake Advisory Council Members present
[bookmark: _Hlk170894311]Tim Hawkes, Chair				Brine Shrimp Cooperative					
Leyland Meyers					POTWs
Ryan Doherty					Tooele County
Elizabeth Kitchens				Conservation
Dina Blaes					Salt Lake County
Tom Ward					Municipalities (Sandy City)
Joe Havasi					Mineral Extraction
Jeff Richards					Migratory Bird Protection
Great Salt Lake Advisory Council Staff present
Angela Gong					DNR, Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands
Jim Harris					DEQ, Division of Water Quality
Others present
Ben Stireman					Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands
Chandler Rosenberg				Save our GSL
Christine Rumsey				USGS
Craig Miller					Division of Water Resources
Dan Strauch					UT Audubon Council
Emily Hamel					National Audubon Society
Heidi Hoven					Audubon
Jack Ray					Utah Waterfowl Association
Jamie Barnes 					Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands
Jan Striefel					League of Women Voters
Jesse Stewart					Salt Lake City
Laura Vernon					Division of Water Resources
Lee Perry					Box Elder County
Lynn De Freitas			            	               Friends of Great Salt Lake
Marcelle Schoop				National Audubon Society
Rob Dubuc					Friends of Great Salt Lake
Ryan Rowland					USGS
Steve Erickson					Great Basin Water Network
Tim Davis					GSL Commissioner's Office
Todd Stonely					Division of Water Resources
Trevor Nielson					Bear River Canal Company
Lily Wetterlin					SWCA
Ben Abbott					BYU
Jessica Wade					US Bureau of Land Management
Megan Nelson					The Nature Conservancy
Tyler Smith					GSL Sentinel Landscape
Jill Burton					Utah DEQ
Maddie Gahan					Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands
Monica Hoyt					Carollo Engineers
Mike Dunphy					USFWS
Karen Nichols					HDR, Inc
Steve Morrey					Waterleaf Resources
Soren Simonson				Jordan River Commission
Eric Stucki					Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands
Carla Trentelman
Thomas DeMars
Shelby Cooley					
Stephanie McGinnis					
Tracy Swanson				


Notes

Welcome and Introductions (00:07:07)
Tim Hawkes led the meeting with introductions and introduced Angela Gong, who is taking over from Marisa Weinberg as FFSL staff support to GSLAC. 


Watershed Liaisons (00:13:45) 
Heidi Hoven, liaison for the Jordan River Commission provided background on the formation and composition of the Commission, key aspects of the Jordan River Watershed, and its partners and their restoration and watershed protection activities, including a recent $5M FWS grant for riparian and wetland restoration.  Tyler Smith, GSL Sentinel Landscape, discussed the history of the Sentinel Landscape program, the importance of resiliency and the environment around military installations that are surrounded by development and other competing uses. 

Approval of Agenda and Meeting Notes (00:35:20)
Agenda and Notes Approved.

Office of the Great Salt Lake Commissioner Update (00:36:15)
Tim Davis, Assistant GSL Commissioner, discussed the Commisioner’s Office 2034 Strategic Plan which is planned to be released in the coming weeks. He announced the upcoming GSL Strike Team annual Newsmaker breakfast which will present on the Insight Summary and Assessment. He announced the $50M in Bureau of Reclamation funding available through the Commisioner’s Office intended for securing water, infrastructure and ecosystem restoration. He discussed proposed funding in the Governor’s Budget, including DEQ/DAQ funding for monitoring dust, $16M in matching funds for the Commissioner’s office for securing water for GSL. He highlighted the efforts of FFSL in updating their Comprehensive Management Plans for Utah Lake and GSL and their negotiation voluntary agreements with mineral extraction operations under HB453, and DNRs ongoing studies under their GSLBIP process for municipal/industrial and agricultural conservation, functional flows, dust monitoring, and increasing the flow measurement network with federal partners.

Avoided Costs Study Update (00:42:30)
Leland Meyers, POTW Representative, discussed the RFP for updating the 2019 study “Assessment of Potential Costs of Declining Lake Levels in Great Salt Lake” to incorporate a variety of potential impacts to human health, wildlife, businesses, and water and mitigation costs, among others.  

Ongoing Conservation Programs and Efforts (00:53:55)
Shelby Cooley, Division of Water Resources, provided an update on the ongoing water conservation efforts in the GSL basin, including the Water Conservation Toolbox, Landscape Incentives Program, Integrating Planning for Land and Water Use, and resources such as the Waterwise Plant List and household rebates.

Project Identification and Funding Schedule Discussion (01:07:00)
Angela Gong, Division of Forestry Fire and State Lands, gave an overview of the funding available through GSLAC and potential timelines for identifying funded projects earlier in the fiscal year to make the most of funding before the annual deadline. After discussion, the Council agreed that compiling potential projects in January, choosing projects in March, and finalizing scopes of work in May in order to start work as early in the fiscal year as possible.

Public Comments (01:27:15)
Lynn De Freitas, Friends of GSL, announced that proposals for the Doyle W. Stevens scholarship are open until March 15th.  Steve Morrey, Waterleaf Resources, introduced himself and their current project for lithium extraction from the North Arm of GSL. Ben Stireman addressed the approval of Waterleafs feasibility application for their pilot process in preparation of their largescale project.

Other Member Discussion, Recommendations & Actions (01:30:30)
Trevor Nielson suggested a future presentation on Phragmites research and control efforts. Jeff Richards suggested a tour of the Eccles Wildlife Education Center Phragmites control efforts. Jan Striefel suggested an item of the lithium extraction proposed on GSL. Lynn De Freitas brought up the ongoing development of the Inland Port and suggested a topic of their impacts to wetlands and playas. Jeff Richards suggested and Legislative update.

2024-25 Meeting Schedule (01:41:10)
Next meetings: March 12th, July 19th, September 11th, November 13th.

Adjourn (01:34:15)

