[bookmark: _Hlk97126492]MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE UTAH 
				ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE SERVICES COMMISSION
HELD THURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 2025.


[A copy of the final agenda was posted on the bulletin board at the DABS Administrative Office, emailed to the Salt Lake Tribune and the Deseret News, and posted on the Utah Public Notice Website by 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, January 29, 2025.]


Chair Stephen Handy called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  

Commissioners Present:   Stephen Handy, Jennifer Tarazon, Jacquelyn Orton, Tara Thue, Tom Jacobson and Falyn Owens.

Staff Present:   Tiffany Clason, Executive Director; Cade Meier, Deputy Director; Brian Swan, Deputy Director; Todd Darrington, Finance Director; Doug Murakami, Alcohol Education Director; and Jeremy Sommerlath, Licensing & Compliance Administration Director.

Also Present:  Samuel McHenry, Assistant Attorney General.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   

Craig Warr led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.


ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Mr. Handy introduced the commissioners and staff members that assist the commission.  Mr. Handy made the following announcements:

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]a.	Proposed Future Meeting Schedule:   (subject to change)
-	Thursday, February 27, 2025  - MASOB
	-	Thursday, March 27, 2025  - MASOB

b. 	Upcoming Holiday Closure:
	Liquor stores and the DABS administrative office and warehouse will be closed:
	-	Monday, February 17, 2025  (Washington and Lincoln Day)

d.	Public Comments:
	-	Those present, please complete the form located at the back of the room.
	-	Those participating virtually, please email your name, city, topic, and affiliation (if 
applicable) to hotline@utah.gov by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 28, 2025.
	-	Comments will be addressed at the end of the meeting.


PARENTS EMPOWERED UPDATE:

Mr. Murakami gave an update on the Parents Empowered campaign.  He noted that January is Parents Empowered month and outlined the events held during January.  He also gave an overview of the new campaign reminding parents and kids that underage drinking is very wrong.


FINANCIAL UPDATE: 

Mr. Darrington provided an update on the financials for the six period of FY2025.  He noted that total revenue remains flat, and retail sales are down 10%.  Expenses are up partially due to report timing.  The department is on track to return $18 million to the general fund.  For the month of December, customers donated $87,989 to the Pamela Atkinson Homeless Trust Fund through the round up program.

Mr. Darrington added that bank reconciliations are current and were submitted.  Transmittals are being revamped but will be 75% complete by the end of the week.


OPERATIONS UPDATE: 

Ms. Clason noted the department has faced multiple challenges over the past 18 months.  While the work has not always been pleasant, it has been a good opportunity to look at systemic problems. 

Ms. Clason outlined the topics discussed in the subcommittee meeting including the finance reporting project, the focus on closing FY25 out successfully, and the Type 2 and 3 package agency application process.

Mr. Meier stated that registration opened today for the next RHDP drawing.  Over 400 people have registered.


PROPOSED AUDIT PLAN FOR FY2025: 

Utah State Auditor, Tina Cannon, came forward to address the commission.  Ms. Cannon outlined the audit plan they will follow in 2025 to meet the statutory requirements in 32B-2-302.

Ms. Thue moved to approve the State Auditor Proposed Audit Plan for Fiscal Year 2025.  Ms. Orton seconded the motion which passed unanimously.


VIOLATIONS:
*Referral Sources – Brigham City Police Department (BPD), Clearfield Police Department (CPD), Cottonwood Heights Police Department (CHD), Hurricane City Police Department (HPD), Garfield County Sheriff’s Office (GSO), State Bureau of Investigation (SBI), Syracuse Police Department (SPD), Tremonton Garland Police Department (TGD), West Valley Police Department (WPD)

a.	Consent Calendar:

[The following Consent Calendar items include uncontested letters of admonishment (written warnings) and settlement agreements that have been agreed to and accepted by the licensees.  They are considered as a block with one vote unless one of the commissioners requests that any item be removed for individual discussion.]
	
(1)	Smith’s #142, Syracuse and Ishmael Fonua (employee)		*SPD	(OP)
(2)	Holiday Inn-Wing Tip Bar & Bistro, Salt Lake City and Pedro	*SBI	(HL)
Ortega-Bolanos (employee)
	(3)	Maverik #302, Clearfield and Chelcie Gray (employee)		*CPD	(OP)
	(4)	Garland Kwick Stop, Garland and Muhammad Khan (employee)	*TGD	(OP)
	(5)	Sunny Express, West Valley City and Gaur Bist (employee)		*WVD	(OP)
	(6) 	Halls Store, Boulder and Laura Mcrracher (employee) 		*GSO	(OP)
	(7)	Tokai Sushi Restaurant, West Jordan and Myunghee Girardin	*SBI	(RL)
		(employee)
	(8)	Coral Canyon Market, Hurricane and Dale Pearsons (employee)	*HPD	(OP)
	(9)	Venture Fuel, Hurricane and Steven Massey (employee)		*HPD 	(OP)
	(10)	Legends Pub & Grill Downtown, Salt Lake City 			*SBI	(RF)
	(11)	Mod Super Fast Pizza, Summit County and Bradley White		*SBI	(RL)
		(employee)		
(12)	7-Eleven #38848A, Cottonwood Heights and Manpreet Singh  	*CHD	(OP)
(employee)
(13)	Copper Common, Salt Lake City					*SBI	(BAR)
(14)	Redemption, Herriman						*SBI	(BAR)
(15)	The Mad Moose Cafe, Weber County and Brigham Joyce		*SBI 	(RL)
(employee)	
(16)	Maxwell’s East Coast Eatery, Summit County and Trevor		*SBI	(RF)
Sanders (employee)		
(17)	Kwick Stop 5, Brigham City						*BPD	(OP)
(18)	Schifty’s Food Mart, Brigham City and Dilshad Khan and 		*BPD	(OP)
Manjeet Singh (employees)					
(19)	The Union Event Center, Salt Lake City				*SBI	(BC)
(20)	Star Saloon Tavern, Pleasant Grove					*SBI	(BAR)
(21)	Leatherheads Sports Grill, Draper					*SBI 	(BAR)

Mr. McHenry gave an overview of the items on the consent calendar noting they are complete and ready for action by the commission.  

Ms. Orton moved to approve the settlement agreements for items #1 to #21 on the consent calendar.  Ms. Owens seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Mr. Handy noted that the commission has seen instances of licensees not fully cooperating with law enforcement.  Commissioners are concerned that this might be emerging into a pattern.  He reminded all licensees that they have a legal duty to cooperate with police investigations.
				
b.	Violation Settlement Consideration 
(1)	Sugar House Pub, Salt Lake City					*SBI	(BAR)

Mr. McHenry gave an overview of the events and penalties outlined in the violation settlement with Sugar House Pub.  

Ms. Orton moved to approve the settlement agreement for Sugar House Pub.  Ms. Owens seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

c.	Order to Show Cause 
(1) 	Mayor Voss, Salt Lake City (BAR)

Mr. McHenry gave an overview of the order to show cause for Mayor Voss.  He outlined the reasons they no longer meet the requirements to hold a license.  

Mr. Jacobson moved to deem the bar establishment license for Mayor Voss in Salt Lake City forfeited.  Ms. Tarazon seconded the motion which passed unanimously.


LICENSEE RECOGNITIONS:  PASSED UTAH PUBLIC SAFETY SBI COVERT (CUB) INSPECTIONS:   

Ms. Clason reported that since the December meeting, 73 licensees passed the SBI inspections.  She congratulated those that passed and thanked them for following the alcohol safety laws.  


JANUARY 2025 LICENSE RENEWAL REMINDER:
	
a. 	Renewal Period January 1 to January 31, 2025 
-	Restaurant - Beer Only  (RB)
	-	Off-premise Beer Retailer State License  (OP)
	-	On-premise Beer Retailer - Recreational Amenity (BE)
	-	On-premise Beer Retailer - Tavern  (TV)

Mr. Sommerlath reminded those in attendance that the renewal period for the above licenses ends tomorrow, January 31, 2025.


CONSENT AGENDA:   

Mr. Sommerlath gave an overview of the items on the consent agenda.  He noted the items are complete and ready for action by the commission.  

a.	Approval of the Minutes
		(1)	December 19, 2024 Commission Meeting
(2)	January 9, 2025 Special Commission Meeting	

b.	Off-Premise Beer Retailer 
Change of Ownership:
(1)	Fast Stop 1106, Clearfield  (purchase agreement December 30, 2024)  
(2)	Kwick Stop 66, Murray  (conditional) (purchase agreement January 3, 2025)                            
New Applicants:			          
(1)	Terrible’s #401, Cedar City  (conditional)
(2)	Zion Canyon Campground, Springdale			
	 
c.	On-Premise Banquet
Extended Closures:
(1)	Ulum Moab, La Sal  (requesting until the March Commission meeting)
New Applicant:
(1)	West Ridge GC Cafe Parks & Rec, West Valley City  (conditional) 

d.	Add a Hotel Sublicense 
		(1)	Solitude Mountain Resort, Brighton  (conditional) (Bar Establishment)
(2)	Snowbird Ski & Summer Resort, Salt Lake County  (conditional) (Restaurant Full-Service)

e.	Manufacturing 
	New Applicant:
		(1)	Home Range Brewing, Logan  (Brewery)
		(2)	Hobbled Dog Cidery, Logan  (Winery)

f.	Package Agency 
	New Applicant:	
(1)	Hobbled Dog Cidery, Logan  (Type 5)	
(2)	Purple Sky Winery, Pleasant View  (Type 5)
(3)	Chapelle Brewing, South Salt Lake City  (Type 5)
	      
g.	Restaurant Limited-Service 
Extended Closures:
(1)	Under Canvas at Zion, Virgin  (requesting until the March Commission 
meeting)
(2)	Valhalla Pizzeria, Tropic  (requesting until the March Commission meeting)
License Change of Ownership:
(1)	Picnic, Salt Lake City  (purchase agreement October 1, 2024)
New Applicants: 
(1)	Zhang’s Chopstix Cuisine Restaurant, Inc. Ogden  (conditional)
(2)	Sergio’s, Park City  (will surrender their Restaurant Beer-Only license upon
approval) 
(3)	Chinese Taste,  South Salt Lake  (conditional)  

h.	On-Premise Beer Retailer - Recreational Amenity 
License Change of Ownership:
(1)	Valley Bowling Lanes, Taylorsville  (conditional) (purchase agreement 
August 8, 2024)
New Applicants:
	(1)	JCB SunRiver Golf, LLC, St. George  (conditional) 

Ms. Orton moved to approve the items on the consent agenda.  Ms. Tarazon seconded the motion which passed unanimously.


LICENSE APPLICATIONS CONSIDERATION ITEMS:   
	
a.	Bar Establishment: 
All Other Applicant:
(1)	Shades Tap Room, Salt Lake City  (conditional) (violation history)

Rob Hansen gave an overview of the application noting that with the Mayor Voss forfeiture there are six full-year and two winter seasonal bar establishment licenses available.  

Ms. Thue moved to grant a conditional bar establishment license to #1 Shades Rap Room in Salt Lake City.  Ms. Orton seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

b.	Full-Service Restaurant:
Extended Closures:
(1)	Ulum Moab, La Sal  (requesting until the March Commission meeting)
(2)	Under Canvas, Big Water  (requesting until the March Commission meeting)
(3)	The Lodge at Bryce Canyon, Bryce  (requesting until the May Commission
meeting)
(4)	Hunt & Gather Restaurant, Torrey  (requesting until the May Commission
meeting)
License Change of Ownership:
(1)	From Scratch, Salt Lake City  (purchase agreement March 8, 2024)
Ready to Operate Applicants:
(1)	Mint Tapas and Sushi 5, Draper  
All Other Applicants:
(1)	Snow Canyon Retirement Community, Santa Clara  (conditional) (projected
opening February 1, 2025)
(2)	Book Club, St. George  (conditional) (projected opening February 1, 2025)
(3)	The Continental, Provo  (conditional) (projected opening February 14, 2025)
(4)	Chili’s Bar & Grill, Tooele  (conditional) (projected opening March 1, 2025)
(5)	Strap Tank Brewery, St. George  (conditional) (violation history) (projected
opening March 1, 2025)
(6)	The Eatery, Fillmore  (conditional) (projected opening March 1, 2025)
(7)	Jailhouse Cafe, Moab  (conditional) (projected opening March 7, 2024)
(8)	Hill’s Kitchen, Salt Lake City  (conditional) (projected opening March 17,
2025)
(9)	Chopfuku West Jordan, West Jordan  (conditional) (projected opening
March 21, 2025)
(10)	LongHorn Steakhouse #5700, West Valley City  (conditional) (violation
history) (projected opening November 4, 2025)

Craig Warr gave an overview of the applications noting that extended closure applicant #4 Hunt & Gather Restaurant is requesting until the May commission meeting and that there are 70 year round and three summer seasonal full service restaurant licenses available.  

Ms. Orton moved to approve extended closures for #1 Ulum Moab in La Sal, #2 Under Canvas in Big Water, #3 The Lodge at Bryce Canyon in Bryce and #4 Hunt & Gather Restaurant in Torrey noting the change to the May meeting.  Mr. Jacobson seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  

Ms. Owens moved to approve a license ownership change for #1 From Scratch in Salt Lake City.  Ms. Orton seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Ms. Orton moved to approve a full service restaurant license for ready to operate applicant #1 Mint Tapas and Sushi 5 in Draper.  Ms. Owens seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Mr. Jacobson expressed concern that all other applicant #10 LongHorn Steakhouse hasn’t started construction.

Ms. Orton moved to approve conditional full service restaurant licenses for all other applicants #1 Snow Canyon Retirement Community in Santa Clara, #2 Book Club in St. George, #3 The Continental in Provo, #4 Chili’s Bar & Grill in Tooele, #5 Strap Tank Brewery in St. George, #6 The Eatery in Fillmore, #7 Jailhouse Café in Moab, #8 Hill’s Kitchen in Salt Lake City, #9 Chopfuku in West Jordan, and #10 LongHorn Steakhouse #5700 in West Valley City.  Ms. Tarazon seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Ms. Thue, Ms. Tarazon, and Ms. Owens voted yea.  Mr. Jacobson voted nay.  The motion passed.


COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS AND PUBLIC:   

a.	Ms. Orton thanked the licensees and operators that do cooperate with law enforcement.

b.	Kerri Burgener from Valley Lanes came forward to confirm that they received a license and thanked those that helped secure their license.


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
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