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Conservation District Chair 
Steve Remund

Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 
Drake Dart
Dave Evans
Conley Moon	


Department of Agriculture and Food:
Darrell Gillman- UDAF

Conservation District Staff:
Jessica Wilkins

						         							         
  Conservation District Guests
Irene Hansen- Duchesne County Commissioner
Tracy Killian- Duchesne County Commissioner
Kelly Crozier- DCWCD
Jason Riley- Dry Gulch
Brett Prevedel- UDAF
Terrell Thayne- UDAF GIP
Tom Bruton- Colorado River Authority
Keith Hooper- DCWCD
Dex Winterton- WLWUA/DCWCD
Shelley Brennan- CUWCD Trustee
Duane Houston- UDAF
Clyde Watkins- DCWCD
Cindy Bruton
Sarah Clancy- UDAF ARDL

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER
Steve Remund called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

SUPERVISOR REPORTS
Conley Moon attended the beef expo. The conservation district joined a booth with Terrell Thayne and FSA. Conley reported there were good speakers and workshops for producers. 
Brett Prevedel informed the supervisors of the water summit January 15 at the Grace Event Center. They will be awarding a Golden Shovel award, and would like the conservation district to suggest a recipient.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The board reviewed the October meeting minutes. Conley Moon made the motion to approve the October minutes, Drake Dart second, motion passed.

SERA 
None at this time

FINANCES
None at this time

CD BUSINESS

Colorado River Authority- Marc Stilson
Marc Stilson was unable to attend due to bad roads. Tom Bruton presented for the Colorado River Authority. The authority was established in 2021 through landmark legislation and was sponsored by the Speaker of the House and Senate President in the Utah State Legislature. The mission of the Authority is to protect, conserve, use, and develop Utah’s waters of the Colorado River system. Tracy Killian expressed his concern over the water levels of Lake Powell. Tom Bruton will look into making a “what if” graph to see what levels would be if it had not been drained by the lower basin. Two of the negotiations going on between the representatives are the timing and volume of releases from Lake Powell, and magnitude and distribution of reductions in water use. Currently the upper basin does not share in shortages, the lower basin is negotiating a plan where the upper basin shares in shortages. Some of the studies going on with the Colorado River Authority are in Metering & Gaging Gap Analysis, Agricultural Water Resilience Study, and Advection Impacts on Remote Sensing of Evapotranspiration. 

ARDL-Sarah Clancy
Sarah Clancy came to introduce herself as the ARDL program manager in Utah. ARDL is an Agriculture Resource Development Loan. It is a revolving loan fund, administered by UDAF under the direction of the Utah Conservation Commission. ARDL objectives are to conserve soil and water resources, maintain and improve water quality, and increase agriculture yields. Farmers, ranchers, and irrigation companies are eligible. A high majority of ARDL loans now are water conservation related. Rural rehab funds are getting low and are being treated as a loan of last resort. Darrell Gillman asked if there was still discussion about making the purchase of conservation equipment eligible for funding through ARDL. Equipment is not currently eligible.

UACD
Darrell Gillman attended the UACD meeting. Brian Dottery presented on understanding ag, especially soil health principles. Michelle Miller presented on truth in agriculture. She encourages the agriculture community to speak up about their product. Commissioner Butters and Joel Ferry reported and were on a legislative panel. A handout was given to the supervisors highlighting conservation projects being done by each zone around the state. They also reminded the supervisors of the NACD meeting being held February 8-12, 2025, in Salt Lake City. 


PARTNER REPORTS

FSA
Nothing at this time

GIP
Terrell Thayne attended and informed the supervisors that they are looking for applications for the coming year.

NRCS
Nothing at this time

USU EXTENSION
Nothing at this time


CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS
Next CD Meeting- December, 2024
Water Summit- January 15, 2025
NACD Meeting- February 8-12, 2025
 

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Conley Moon made the motion to adjourn at 12:00 P.M.
