
Commission Meeting Minutes
February 4, 2025
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF EMERY COUNTY COMMISSION
HELD IN THE EMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

FEBRUARY 4, 2025



Present at the meeting was Commission Chairman Keven Jensen, Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Dennis Worwood, Attorney Mike Olsen, Sheriff Tyson Huntington, Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox, elected officials and citizens.

CONSENT AGENDA

(1)
APPROVAL OF CHECK EDIT LIST, REQUISITIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS.

The Warrant Check Edit List #267618 through and including #267694 was presented for payment. 

Requisitions were presented for the following:

REQUISITION		DESCRIPTION						AMOUNT

6-25			Ecoflow Delta Pro Smart Battery
			Revised cost-Sheriff						$1,999.00

7-25			Ecoflow Pro 3600 wh
			Communications						 $2,099.00

8-25			Bucket Truck-2006 Ford F-550/Lift
			Communications					           $36,995.00

9-25			LCD Display Replacement
			Huntington Airport						 $1,735.50

10-25			10 Computers-Capital Replacements
			IT-Capital Replacements				           $12,673.90

11-25			(3) Spike Systems for Sheriff Vehicles
			Sheriff								 $3,608.19

Dispositions were presented for: #3170, impact tool, #1532 Computer, #7542 bill counter.


(2)
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 21, 2025 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES.

(3)
APPROVAL TO GIVE JOSH OPP A 3% WAGE AND 3% COLA INCREASE FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF HIS 6 MONTH ORIENTATION PERIOD AS A DEPUTY II, EFFECTIVE 2-17-25.

(4)
APPROVAL TO GIVE BRYNLEE GREEN A 3% WAGE AND 3% COLA INCREASE FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF HER 6 MONTH ORIENTATION PERIOD AS A JUSTICE COURT CLERK, EFFECTIVE 2-17-25

(5)
APPROVAL TO GIVE ANNETTE REID A 3% WAGE INCREASE AND 3% COLA INCREASE FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF HER 6 MONTH ORIENTATION PERIOD AS AN ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN IN ORANGEVILLE, EFFECTIVE 2-27-25.

(6)
APPROVAL TO PROMOTE SHAUN GREGERSEN TO A WEED & MOSQUITO TECHNICIAN II, GRADE 15, EFFECTIVE 2-17-25.

(7)
APPROVAL TO GIVE KAYLEE VANWAGONER A 3% WAGE INCREASE AND 3% COLA INCREASE FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF HER 6 MONTH ORIENTATION PERIOD AS THE AQUATIC CENTER DIRECTOR, EFFECTIVE 2-27-25

(8)
APPROVAL OF BRETT WHITE, MCKAY SITTERUD, JACE LAKE, KAVERY KILLPACK AND CONNER BENSEN AS SEARCH AND RESCUE VOLUNTEERS.

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood ,and the motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
         Keven Jensen
NAY:  none







DISCUSSION AGENDA

(1)
ITEMS PULLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

(2)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY MONETARY DONATION REQUEST FROM THE SOUTHEASTERN UTAH JUNIOR LIVESTOCK SHOW FOR 2025.

Kaley Morris, fund raising representative for Southeastern Utah Junior Livestock requested a monetary donation for their Jr. Livestock Show on July 9-12, 2025.  She requested the same donation of $5,000 as last year.  They lost their venue for the show from a fire.  The additional funds will be used to rent the Equestrian Arena in Castle Dale.  She requested the Commissioners be present to present the Best of the Swell belt buckle at their awards ceremony.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to donate $5,000 to the Southeastern Utah Junior Livestock Show for 2025 with the condition that they include all species including rabbits at the stock show.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed. 
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(3)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY A RESOLUTION AMENDING EMERY COUNTY RESOLUTION NO. 03-18-08 REGARDING THE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR LAWRENCE CEMETERY.

Resolution 3-18-08 was adopted to create a management plan for Lawrence Cemetery.  It was determined that certain paragraphs needed to be updated to meet current conditions. The amendment reads : $250.00 for each plot cost. Opening and closing the Grave (Monday-Thursday) $300.00 for full casket and $150.00 for Cremation.  Opening and Closing the Grave (Friday & Saturday) $375.00 for full casket and $200.00 for Cremation.
Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to adopt Resolution 2-4-25 amending Emery County Resolution 03-18-08 regarding the management plan for Lawrence Cemetery.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none





(4)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY CONTRACT WITH BIO WEST FOR EC GENERAL PLAN REVIEW AND UPDATE PROJECT.

Commissioner Jordan Leonard explained that the county has advertised for an RFQ for the review and update of the Emery County General Plan.  Bio West submitted a RFQ and the Contract has been reviewed and recommendations made by Attorney Mike Olsen.  The scope of work is to review and update the plan to match up with state code and incorporate the resource management plan and PLPCO into the plan.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve a contract with Bio West for EC General Plan review and update project.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(5)
DISCUSS/REVIEW/DENY RENEWAL WITH YESCO FOR THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL BILLBOARD IN GREEN RIVER.

Travel Director AnnDee Mead expressed the desire of the Travel Board to keep the Johns Wesley Powell billboard in Green River.   The billboard was updated last year and everyone is pleased with the sign and its location on Main Street.  The EC Travel Bureau would like to renew with YESCO in the amount of $6,630 for the John Wesley Powell Billboard in Green River.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve renewal with YESCO for the John Wesley Powell billboard in Green River.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed. 
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(6)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT #231366 BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY AND THE STATE OF UTAH OED REGARDING REIMBURSEMENTS FOR EXPENSES AT THE RESEARCH CENTER.

The Amendment extends the date to June of 2025 so EC can continue to be reimbursed for the bills EC is paying on behalf of the State at the Research Center.  Eventually the state will be billed directly for these bills.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve amendment to contract #231366 between EC and the State of Utah OED regarding reimbursements for expenses at the Research Center.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
     Dennis Worwood
     Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to leave the regular meeting and enter into a closed session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation regarding the proceedings with the Green River Gravel Pit.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
         Keven Jensen
NAY:  none 

(7)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ENTERING INTO A CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS PENDING OR REASONABLY IMMINENT LITIGATION REGARDING THE PROCEEDINGS WITH THE GREEN RIVER GRAVEL PIT.

Closed Session A

Present at the closed session was Commissioner Keven Jensen, Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Dennis Worwood, Attorney Mike Olsen, Sheriff Tyson Huntington, Road Supervisor Justin Truman, Melany Weaver, Jim Jennings, Wayde Nielsen, Jan Olsen, Natalie Olsen,  Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox.

Motion to leave the closed session and return to the regular meeting was made by Commissioner Dennis Worwood, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(8)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EMERY COUNTY’S PLAN OF ACTION REGARDING THE GREEN RIVER GRAVEL PIT.

Upon returning to the regular meeting Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to direct Attorney Olsen to draft a letter to Nick LaFazio at the BLM Price Field Office that historically the property has been used for BLM road maintenance and emergency rip-rap needs in Green River for over ten years and would like to take possession of the land.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leoanrd
          Keven Jensen
NAY:   none
. 
Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to leave the regular meeting and enter into a closed session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation regarding the proceeding with Long Street.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
           Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(9)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ENTERING INTO A CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS PENDING OR REASONABLY IMMINENT LITIGATION REGARDING THE PROCEEDINGS WITH LONG STREET.

Closed Session : B

Present at the closed session was Commissioner Keven Jensen, Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Dennis Worwood, Attorney Mike Olsen, Justin Truman, Wayde Nielsen, Melany Weaver, Jim Jennings, Jan Olsen, Natalie Olsen, Sheriff Tyson Huntington, Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox.

Motion to return to the regular meeting agenda was made by Commissioner Dennis Worwood   , seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none 

Upon returning to the regular meeting, Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to leave the regular meeting and enter into a Closed Session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation regarding the proceedings with Cleveland Reservoir.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
         Keven Jensen
NAY  none
  




(10)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ENTERING INTO A CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS PENDING OR REASONABLY IMMINENT LITIGATION REGARDING THE PROCEEDING WITH CLEVELAND RESERVOIR.

Closed Session: C.

Present at the closed session was Commissioner Keven Jensen, Commissioner Jordan Leonard,  Commissioner Dennis Worwood, Attorney Mike Olsen, Jim Jennings, Melany Weaver, Jan Olsen, Natalie Olsen, Sheriff Tyson Huntington, Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox.

Motion to leave the closed session and return to the regular agenda was made by Commissioner Dennis Worwood, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(11)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EMERY COUNTY’S PLAN OF ACTION REGARDING CLEVELAND RESERVOIR.

Upon returning to the regular meeting Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to fight for historical use and access to Cleveland Reservoir and support Attorney Olsen in his investigation into this matter.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(12)
COMMISSION/ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS

Sheriff Tyson Huntington reported on recent training at Emery County School District with teachers and support staff regarding safety in schools, mental health, deescalation and safety laws.

Commissioner Worwood reported on looking into conservation easements and how they are handled at the state level. He referred to the recent acquisition of a conservation easement in Woodside and the work load it has created for the Recorder’s Office.  He has researched the water rights associated with the easement.  The water rights are on the Price River and may be of significant value in the future.  

Commissioner Leonard reported on meeting with Representative Kennedy to discuss issues during UAC Day on the Hill.

Commissioner Jensen reported that there are changes coming to TRT funds.  He encouraged the public to come to Commissioners to report any concerns

(13)
ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Dennis Worwood, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jense
NAY:  none





ATTEST:__________________________COMMISSIONER:___________________________

 


