
Is this a good time to build an Aquatics Center?
	The proposal for an aquatics center and and sports park to be built by Wasatch County with a bond issue for $24,414,161, with an undetermined interest rate (currently projected to be 3%), over the bond’s 20 year life, amounts to approximately $32,500,000 taxpayer dollars for this project. Every dollar collected from a taxpayer means that much less can be spent on business expansion, car payment, food (going out to local restaurants), charity, entertainment, etc.

	If you add an estimated $1,000,000 to $2,000,000 per year for Operations and Maintenance, you will take $52 to $72 million respectively directly out of the pockets of the residents of Wasatch County—and with inflation, increased salaries and benefits for staff, and deterioration of the facility the total over 20 years could be MUCH more.  That’s why voters need to ask several questions when deciding if this a “need” or a “want”. 

	Should THREE families pay increased taxes so ONE family can avoid driving to Kamas to enjoy their aquatic facility? While the estimates vary, it appears only 26% of residents MIGHT use the pool, the pool planning figures drastically changed from 2012 to 2014 showing increased usage – without explanation.

	Do we REALLY know the total costs, especially maintenance & operations? Between the original 2012 and the recent July 2014 figures given to the public, the revenues INCREASED by 61%, while estimated expenses only increased by 7%.  Is the rosier picture of nearly $200,000 less from the original $555,360 estimate correct? 

	Do taxes REALLY go down for homeowners when communities grow? Wasatch County population increased 51% during the years 2003 to 2013. Wasatch County + School District total budget from property tax increased 145% during the same period.

	Heber City needs a new public safety building, Heber Light & Power needs higher rates, the Fire District needs new equipment and stations, our School District needs a couple new schools. What else will be needed and approved in the next 10 years?  Is this a good time to consider a pool?

	Why are many other municipalities closing public pools? See our neighbor’s plight- Tooele’s pool re-opened with a bailout  “We went in immediate savings mode, where we needed to conserve any resources that we had that would yield expenses and we began looking at the niceties versus the necessities of county level government.” 

	Why have other Utah voters defeated their bond issues? Eagle Mountain, Utah Daily Herald article- “In a resounding defeat, Eagle Mountain (pop 23,000) residents have put an end to a proposed 25-year bond for a $7 million aquatics center.“ 

	Are there any viable, or cheaper, alternatives? Could Wasatch County subsidize a bus service to Kamas?  That’s more economical than $24 Million to simply build the pool. IHC has a new Aquatic Center and the Fit Stop a therapy pool. Are they underutilized or do they want more competition?


Further information is available at:  WasatchTaxpayersAssociation.com

