
San Rafael Conservation District

Thursday December 12th, 2024, 10:30 AM
USDA Service Center
1090 North Des Bee Dove Rd, Castle Dale UT 84513
 ATTENDING:  Leon McElprang, Roger Barton, Dusty Huntington, Ted Curtis, Leland Sasser, Lowell Gardner, Rowe Zwahlen, Jessica Mortensen, Shelley Barton
Motion to approve the agenda and minutes made by Roger Barton and seconded by Leon McElprang – Approved

Conservation Business:
Conservation Fair/ Workshop – Jessica reported that everything is ready.  She had flyers prepared and the supervisors will distribute them.
Muddy Creek/Emery Reservoir Study- Mistie Christiansen reported that they met with Senator Hinkins and he will write a bill for a grant to help with the development of the reservoir.  Mistie will attend the commission meeting.  Leon asked if there’s anything the district needs to do to support Emery in this project and Mistie said there’s nothing right now.  
Plan Local Work Group Meeting – The Local Work Group meeting will be held on January 9th, at 6:00 p.m., at the Service Center.  The supervisors would like to have ‘Getting’ Your Smoke on’ do the catering.  
Motion to approve having ‘Getting Your Smoke On’ do the catering for the LWG meeting, made by Roger Barton and seconded by Dusty Huntington – Approved

2025 Meeting Schedule – The dates and time were approved for meetings through the new year.

Motion to approve the meeting schedule for 2025 made by Roger Barton and seconded by Ted Curtis - Approved
Soil Health Needs Survey – Jessica read through the survey and had the board members supply the answers.  Jessica recorded the answers.  The district is sponsoring a workshop in January to help get information out and Dusty recommended inviting the weed department to a meeting to seek help with gophers and prairie dogs.
Pre-Work Group Discussion – Lowell led the discussion on the district’s priority resource concerns.  They identified the following concerns:
1. Aging infrastructure
2. Salinity control & irrigation improvements
3. Lack of water for animals on range & pasture
4. Soil health, Range health, Weed Control
5. Pocket gophers & prairie dogs
Water storage and increased brand inspection and investigations were also included.

Finance:  Shelley distributed a Profit and Loss report and presented the following bills for payment:
NACD Annual Dues




$ 775.00

Utah Local Governments Trust (Ted’s bond)

   199.50
UACD Annual Dues                                                      625.00

Total





$1599.50

Motion to pay the bills made by Dusty Huntington and seconded by Ted Curtis – Approved
Employee Report – This is Jessica’s last day with UDAF and she will be working for NRCS now.  The district thanks her for her good work. 
Meetings/Trainings/Upcoming Events:
a. SRCD Agriculture Programs Fair- January 16th in Castle Dale

b.  NACD Convention – February Salt Lake City  
c. Castle Valley Crop School- February 19th in Price – Alumni room 6:00
Technology on farming

d. Grand Conservation District Soil Health Workshop- February 27th in Moab

Motion to approve the district paying for supervisors to attend the NACD Convention in February, made by Ted Curtis and seconded by Dusty Huntington – Approved

NRCS Business – Lowell said that NRCS is processing contracts and that there are about 80 applications from producers in this district.  They are still taking applications, but the deadline will be March 7th.  There are 2 new planners in the Price office.
NRCS will now pay on solar movers and virtual fencing.

FSA Business: Mistie Christiansen said there is nothing new except for a program for the melon growers.
Extension Business: Rowe Zwahlen has been helping with the Crop School for the Price district.

He said the NACD Convention is the 8th – 12th of February.  Christine is retiring from the Extension office.
SERA forms were signed.
Meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.

Next Meeting- January 9th, 2024 6PM Local Work Group in Castle Dale 
San Rafael Conservation District is legally classified as a limited purpose local government entity and a political subdivision of the state (Title 17D – Chapter 03).

