Grand CD
December 10, 2024
Moab UT, 84532

In Attendance: Rhonda Gotway Clyde, Sam Cunningham, Dee Taylor, Cory Farnsworth, Jim Bowcutt, Ryan Jones, Julie Weber, Trish Hedin,
Convened 13:02
Introductions were made by Sam Cunningham.
Motion to approve the agenda and the corrected minutes was made by Dee seconded by Rhonda. Motion carried.
Jim Bowcutt shared what is being done in the division including the programs and funding available.  The Water Optimization program application has been simplified and the application period will be opened up in January and close end of February.  AgVip will be shifting to the STAR system to include soil health and grazing. This will be done in stages and will be included in the ranking. The incentives will be determined by the stars you qualify for. Pollinator Habitat program will continue for one more year. On-going funding did not make the governors’ budget but UDAF is working with a legislator to work a bill into requesting funding. Land Conservation Easement Program is up and running and can pair well with other federal programs and can be a stand-alone program. There is additional funding being requested for future funding. The ARDL program has a new program manager-Sarah Clancey. There are different avenues for funding, i.e. Resource Conservation, Rural Rehab.
Soil Health Workshop –The grant contract has been signed. Jessica’s last day with UDAF will be this week. She is moving on to NRCS. She has committed to complete the planning process and the production side of the workshop. The date is set for Feb. 27th at the Grand Center or USU. Cory will work on the location. Speakers will focus on soil amendments, organic transitioning, flooding, and chemical in the soil. Rhonda will take care of the lunch. RSVP will be the on flyer. Flyer will be created and distributed. 
The Soil Health Needs Survey was completed as a board and Julie will submit it online. 
Motion to adopt the 2025 meeting dates and time as presented was made by Rhonda. Dee seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Flood Mitigation Letter needs to be reviewed, signed and sent. Trish gave an update on the City’s meeting that discussed the retention ponds and smaller projects being worked on as a city on Pack Creek. The city has hired a consulting firm. The County is working on a list of smaller projects and a drainage plan. NRCS is working on projects in Upper Pack Creek.
Dee made to the motion to purchase 200 weed calendars for $600 from the Castleland RC&D. Rhonda seconded motion, motion passed. 
LWG Meeting is planned for January 14th at 10AM in Moab. The district will split the cost of the meal with San Juan CD. Cory will check on the USU building and meal limitations before the decision on what to order for food will be made.  Julie will coordinate with Cory on location and meal. 
Will Murray gave the recap from the last LWG meeting and presented the top 5 resource concerns from 2024.  There were no current changes to the top 5 as listed. 
· 5 top Resource Concern
· Water Quality, Quantity and Storage
· Plant & Pest Pressure/ Noxious Weeds and Predator Control
· Watershed Protection -soil health
· Plant Species and Composition-Brush treatment, mastication, Reseeding
· Fire Mitigation

Will discussed the need for Strategic Fund Proposals and RCPP applications. He asked the district to think larger scale for funding ideas rather than just the small on farm projects. There was some discussion on the need for work to patch together the sections of the Pack Creek that are getting projects completed to the untouched areas. There was one additional item of concern, the preservation of agricultural land. 
Julie gave the financial reports. She did send off the District Operation funding request to the county for the annual $1500.  
The bills were presented:
	Castleland RC&D Weed Calendars 		   $600.00
	Moab Valley Fire – Tires for Wood Chipper		   $389.36
	Grand County Weed -ISM Work			$2188.38
Rhonda moved to pay the bills presented. Dee seconded the motion, motion carried. 
Dee moved to pay $100 to NACD for the national dues. Rhonda seconded the motion, motion carried.
Ryan gave an update on the dew drop drill and the usage on the 3 canyons ranch. There will be an invoice submitted to the ISM grant for drill usage as income. 
There needs to be some things added. Chalk blocks, chains to drag and jack foot. 
Cory Farnsworth gave an update on his programs. There is a predator problem within the area. Trapping has commenced. There is a workshop coming on the nuisance fact sheet. Chicken H5N1 going around. Please contact the vet or USU if you have any chickens die instantly. 
Trish gave an update on the county land use map and planning process and budgeting updates. She would like to continue to represent the county at the Grand CD meetings. She will work with the county commission to stay. Dee will work with Trish to continue the flooding coordination. 
Motion to approve board members to attend the NACD convention in February was made by Rhonda. Motion was seconded by Dee, motion carried. 
Ryan gave an update on the new employee application process.  Interviews will be the week of February 16th.
Rhonda moved to adjourn the meeting at 15:30.
PRE-APPROVED MEETINGS FOR SUPERVISOR COMPENSATION (meetings not on this list to be reflected in the minutes):

· Canyonlands Watershed Council Roundtables
· County Resource Planning
· Grand County Special Service District Irrigation Water Board
· Grazing Improvement Program (GIP)
· Groundwater Management Plan Study
· Moab Area Watershed Partnership (MAWP)
· RC&D
· Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) Project
· SE Utah Riparian Partnership and Field Days
· Soil Health Workshops
· UACD Meetings and Conventions
· USFS Management Plan
· Watershed Restoration Initiative (WRI)
· Conservation Field Tour
