Price River Watershed Conservation District Meeting
September 11th, 2024 
Attendance: Ryan Jones, Julie Weber, Jessica Mortenson, Bill Butcher, Sabrina Greenwood, Kale Cotner, Sarah Clancy and Steve Price. On phone: Scott Thayn.
Meeting called to order at 7:01 PM
Motion to approve agenda with amendments made by Kale, 2nd Scott
Motion to approve minutes with amendments made by Kale, 2nd Scott
ARDL Loan was approved by the district. Motion made by Kale, 2nd Scott
Sarah Clancy program manager over UDAF’s ARDL program was introduced.
Sarah presented information on ARDL. She asked what the ARDL team/program can do better or help with. Ryan mentioned a lack of knowledge about the program with producers. Field staff spread the advertisements that they can offer but would like to see more. Julie mentioned NRCS has limited knowledge about the program and would like for the field staff to be able to present information to producers. Sabrina will get information to Sarah about who to contact about presenting at NRCS All Employee meeting at the end of every month. Reach out to Sarah if there are any other questions via email or phone call. 
 Conservation Business: 
	District Leadership- Motion made to keep district leadership as is by Kale, 2nd Scott. Mention was made that Zone 7 lost a representative and will need a new fill.
BOR Drought Project- Tommy with TU has a project they would like to do up in Emma Park. He has a preliminary draft of this proposal. Ryan has met with some other producers in the area and by Beaver creek to look at different areas they can also work on. Tommy is going to finish up the proposal for that. PRWCD will still be the sponsor for that.
Bill mentioned that Jordan with TU introduced Andrew as a new grant writer. C Canyon has been added to this list of projects. RCPP will still be an option for C Canyon due to the extent of differences that this project will include. Bill brought up the lower basin project and checked with Brandon the NRCS Area Coordinator, the funds can’t match with NRCS money. Bill wants to put in a proposal for the pipe. B2W. Water rights can be bought. It will probably go through DWR. Ryan would like to attend that meeting with Bill. Bill said they are working quickly to get this project proposal finished and get it approved. Proposals are probably due in December. Ryan will let the district know if a motion needs to be made to sponsor the TU project and it will be ratified at the October meeting.
	Equipment Update- Kale said he would fix the cylinder on the big aerator. A new shed has not been ordered yet.
	Scofield Spray Day Update- Steven and Ryan updated the district about the Scofield outreach meeting that was held a few weeks ago. There was a great turnout of 20+ people. The people that attended were very receptive to the information that was shared. This last Monday, chemical and hand sprayers were distributed to members of the community, those that attended the outreach meeting and lots more. Moving forward with Scofield, there is still money available to do another spray day to get more chemical and distribute to the community. Seed is also a potential option to get and distribute to the community. Those that signed up will automatically get plants and seeds. Plants were picked up to finish older grants that were used to repair the riparian area. Local school kids were recruited to assist with this planting. CWMA also wants to go do spray days again and potentially do 2 days instead of 1. 
Some problem areas and landowners were addressed at the outreach meeting that have weed problems. The district might be asked for letters of support to help get legal action for these problem areas to be attended to by the correct authorities. 
Other ISM Grants and potential ideas: Currently have Carbon Canal russian olive tree removal, the Prettyman project, Scofield, and a project with FFSL in Gooseberry to treat toadflax. Potentially can do a project to continue the Gooseberry toadflax project through the district. Blackhawk Ranch has potential to apply for an ISM grant. Bill inquired about increasing that area to the entire burn scar. Ryan said that the weeds were more secluded to specific areas rather than the whole area. Bill agreed that these projects have good potential to benefit the area and we should move forward with these project ideas. 
Finance:
There is a bill to be paid to Farm Bureau. A motion was made to pay that bill and all others brought before the board by Kale and 2nd by Scott
Should be expecting a treasury bond soon.
Meetings and Trainings:
Bill was on the drought call yesterday. He asked about how to get a Doppler radar installation process started. Still looking for a breakthrough on who funds the other radars and who to continue talking to. Bill went to the BOR Webinar and UCC meetings last week. 
Society of Range Management will be November 6-7 in Ephraim at Snow College.
UACD will be November 6-7 in St. George at the Dixie Convention Center.
Bill would like permission to attend the BOR meetings.
Motion made for any district members to attend any of these upcoming meetings by Kale, 2nd Scott.
Bill brought up WaterOp. He was able to talk to Hannah with Ryan about getting better information for the program and having it be more accessible/spreading that money across the state. Changes were hopefully made to have the application process fairer to other areas in the state. 
Extension Business: 
	Crop school was brought up to start planning. Maybe have the conference in the 3rd week of February. Past 3 years has been the Central Utah Grazing Expo, potentially change the target area to get more producers at that time of year. A new idea has been proposed, is the district interested in sticking with just crop school/changing it to grazing/combine each option/do two separate events. Steve gave out topics of past events that have been held. Ryan mentioned that if we talk about Livestock, doing a presentation on fodder systems. Getting a producer to come to the event and talk about their experience with these systems. Switching to a beef focus. Looking at grazing discussions and virtual fencing. Reds and Ivans talking about their experiences. Another idea of topic could be drone usage for many ag related topics. New technology in Ag overall topic. RFID tag information. Held at USU Eastern again was agreed upon. More topics can be shared to Steve.
Bill brought up a reimbursement contract from the State office and it is supposed to be reviewed by the district before the chairman signs. Bill did not bring that letter but asked the district for approval to sign this letter as it is a standard document. A motion was made to agree for Bill to sign that by Kale, 2nd Scott. 
NRCS- Sabrina was standing in for Lowell Gardner. She talked about the new planners that have and will be starting soon. No other changes to NRCS. 
Closed meeting was called at 8:48PM. Motion was made by Kale 2nd Scott.
Motion to close the closed meeting made by Kale 2nd Scott
Motion to reenter the regular meeting was made by Kale 2nd Scott
Motion made to approve the NRCS contract was made by Kale 2nd Scott 
Motion was made to adjourn meeting at 8:53PM by Kale 2nd Scott
