
San Rafael Conservation District

Thursday September 12th, 2024, 10:30 AM
USDA Service Center
1090 North Des Bee Dove Rd, Castle Dale UT 84513
ATTENDING:  Leon McElprang, Ted Curtis, Roger Barton, Dusty Huntington, Jessica Mortensen, Lowell Gardner, Mistie Christiansen, Julie Weber, Tommy DeHart (Trout Unlimited), Ryan Jones, Shelley Barton
Leon called the meeting to order at 10:33 a.m.

Motion to approve the agenda and minutes made by Ted Curtis and seconded by Roger Barton. - Approved
Conservation Business:
BOR Drought Project:  Tommy DeHart came to discuss a project for Trout Unlimited for Huntington canyon for stabilization after the fire.  He said there’s a large and flexible funding source from the BOR and he is putting together a plan for bank stabilization in some of the side canyons.

They also want to improve structures in Scad Valley and make improvements in the main stem of the Right Fork.  

Leon asked about Tommy’s comment about grazing management.  Tommy said he wants to work with the cattlemen and probably allow less grazing in the main canyon.  Leon said the decision needs to be backed by an established study, not a personal preference.
Tommy wanted to present it to the district and have the district as a partner moving forward and let the board represent the local community.  The district could possibly write letters of support.  Tommy will come back in October to present something more in depth.  

Conservation Fair/ Workshop – The district hasn’t sponsored an outreach event for a while. They discussed holding a workshop in mid-January and serve lunch or dinner.  Ryan said UDAF and other partner agencies can come and take a few minutes to discuss programs. Supervisors could display and promote their rental equipment.  They decided on January 16t h, from 6-8 p.m. and to hold it at the museum.  They will invite venders and would like to have ‘Gettin’ Your Smoke On’ to cater the meal.
Ferron Creek CRMP – Jessica compiled the information she got back and included a new map.

Julie got a new title.
Finance:  There were no bills to pay this month.  Ryan said we got the grant agreement for FY2025. 
Employee Report:  Jessica did write a newsletter for September.  
She also got the seed cleaner appraised and suggested a beginning bid of $2500.  She can put it on KSL and Facebook.  Pass the word along.  
Meetings/Trainings/Upcoming Events:
UACD Convention November 6-7 in St. George

Utah SRM meeting, November 6-7 in Ephraim

Motion to allow supervisors to go to the convention in St. George or the Society for Range Management in Ephraim, made by Ted Curtis and seconded by Dusty Huntington - Approved
UDAF/ UACD Zone 7 Business:  Ryan said the Water Optimization grant will open in January.
Canal companies are eligible for $1 million and individuals are eligible for $500,000.  

Blaine will resign from the Zone 7 position and UACD board.  Supervisors should think about who they would like to replace him.
NRCS Business:  Lowell said they are busy wrapping up contracts, but several contracts have dropped out and they were able to pick up 8 additional projects.  The match money isn’t enough to cover much of the expense of a project right now.   Roger will write a letter of concern and Leon will sign it.  Lowell said they can help with projects for soil health, grazing management, wildlife habitat and other things.  

CSP program will now pay $4000 per year for 5 years.  
Other Supervisor Business:  Roger brought up inviting Nate Roberts to help consider projects for getting water on the Swell.
Two contracts for ARDL loans were ratified, one for Lowell Gardner and one for Kirk Christiansen.

Motion to approve ARDL loans for Lowell Gardner and Kirk Christiansen made by Roger Barton and seconded by Dusty Huntington – Approved

Julie asked about BLM sales with or without compensation or loss of AUMs. Dusty doesn’t know of anyone who has been compensated for loss of grazing.  

SERA Forms were signed.
Motion to adjourn at 11:45 a.m.

Next Meeting- October 10th, 2024, 10:30am
San Rafael Conservation District is legally classified as a limited purpose local government entity and a political subdivision of the state (Title 17D – Chapter 03).

