
 San Rafael Conservation District
Thursday November 14th, 2024, 10:30 AM
USDA Service Center
1090 North Des Bee Dove Rd, Castle Dale UT 84513
 ATTENDING:  Ted Curtis, Roger Barton, Dusty Huntington, Leon McElprang, Nate Roberts, Misty Christiansen, Lowell Gardner, Jessica Mortensen, Rowe Zwahlen, Leland Sasser, Shelley Barton
Motion to approve the agenda and minutes made by Ted Curtis and seconded by Dusty Huntington - Approved
Public Comments/ Concerns:  Misty Christiansen said that a reservoir in Emery is still being pursued.  They are trying to decide which funding source fits better.
Conservation Business

Conservation Fair/ Workshop – Jessica said the date will be January 16th, from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the Emery County recreation center.  ‘Get Your Smoke on’ will cater and there will be several vendors.  Dinner will start at 6:00, then the presenters from UDAF, Lowell Gardner, Mark Stilson and others will speak.
Grazing Improvement – Nate Roberts attended and said we need to come up with some priority areas or projects.  Dusty and Roger discussed that they need to talk to permittees on the desert to get ideas for more water development.  After we come up with projects, we need to get them to the agencies to start the process.  Application deadlines are at the end of the year.  Dusty said we need to get permittees involved.  We need to get maps and determine where development can be used.  Roger suggested getting permittees together or do a letter and map for their input.  Supervisors can contact permittees personally and get them thinking.  GIP can work on projects that have deteriorated.  
Weed Calendars – The board purchased 200 calendars and will get them dispersed.
Finance:  Shelley distributed a profit and loss statement to the supervisors.

The following bills were presented for payment:



Shelley Barton  (office supplies)



$ 23.97



Shelley Barton  (Auction items for convention)

 119.22



Castleland RC&D (Weed calendars)



 600.00



Utah Depart. Of Food & Ag (scale registration)

 200.00



Total






$943.19

The board ratified the payment of our insurance premium from last month, in the amount of $2,500.06.

Motion to approve the payment of the bills and ratification of the insurance premium payment was made by Dusty Huntington and seconded by Ted Curtis – Approved

Employee Report – Jessica Mortenson has been working on the Conservation Fair and presented her information above. She is leaving UDAF to work for NRCS, so there is an open position posted.
Meetings/Trainings/Upcoming Events:  Roger reported on the convention.  He thought it was very good.  He was especially interested in the Zone reports and the variety of projects that are going on.
In Ogden they started spraying and seeding with drones.  Jesse Ward is trying to get clearance to do special projects also.  There were several different projects talked about like community gardens, youth projects, and gopher abatement, which could be good for prairie dogs.  
NRCS Business – Lowell said they have finished the contracts for 2024.  There are 170 applications and about 85 are in Emery County.  NRCS tried a new idea for funding called APPNOW.  They take applications by date, rank them, and can notify participants earlier.  NRCS received lots of money and will do 4 signup periods.  They may be able to offer funding through the year.  NRCS funding is being distributed through Strategic Funding. He reviewed a Sand Wash project.  Another project is looking at money to help small producers with gardens, soil health and high tunnels.   
Roger asked about the letter on funding rates and there is some improvement.  Costs have probably gone up also, which makes the problem worse.
Lowell said he will schedule the upcoming LWG on Jan. 9th at 6:00 p.m., in Castle Dale.  Next month we will discuss priority concerns.  

Dinner should be served.
FSA Business: Mistie Christiansen said she is waiting to see how the new administration will handle things.    
Extension Business: Rowe Zwahlen said the Crop school will be held Feb. 19th.  Technology in agriculture will be the topic.  Things like drones, virtual fencing, etc. will be discussed. 

 Master Gardener classes are coming up.  
Nate said they may be able to use a satellite eventually for virtual fencing, but towers are used now.  GIP will pay on one-time setup.  
Other Supervisor Business:  Leon brought up solar panels and the many acres going into solar in our area.  BLM is leaning toward selling ground.  It may jeopardize grazing permits.  Nate offered to talk to GIP’s attorney to see if it could be handled better between the solar companies and the grazers.
Leon said that grazing gets blamed for all the weed problems but there is a terrible thistle problem in the Red Narrows, which has never been grazed. 
SERA Forms were signed.
Motion to adjourn made by Roger Barton
1.5 hours    12:05 p.m.
Next Meeting- December 12th, 2024 10:30am
San Rafael Conservation District is legally classified as a limited purpose local government entity and a political subdivision of the state (Title 17D – Chapter 03).

