
SANTA CLARA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 2025
MINUTES
THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA, WASHINGTON COUNTY, UTAH, met for a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, January 29, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of the Town Hall at 2603 Santa Clara Drive, Santa Clara, Utah.  The meeting was broadcast on the City website at https://santaclarautah.gov.  
Mayor:			Rick Rosenberg

Council Members:		Ben Shakespeare
				Janene Burton 
				Christa Hinton
				Dave Pond
				Jarett Waite
	
City Manager:		Brock Jacobsen

City Recorder:		Chris Shelley 

Others Present:		Jim McNulty, Planning and Economic Development Manager 
				Dustin Mouritsen, Public Works Director
				Gary Hall, Power Superintendent
				Ryan VonCannon, Parks and Trails Director
				Cody Mitchell, Building Official
				Dan Cazier, Fire Chief
				City Attorney, Matt Ence
				
1. Call to Order.

Mayor Rick Rosenberg called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m. and welcomed those present.     	

2. Opening Ceremony.

A. Pledge of Allegiance:  Ben Shakespeare.
B. Opening Comments:  Matt Ence, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints – St. George Interfaith Council.

3. Conflicts and Disclosures.

Mayor Rosenberg disclosed that the developer in Item C5 is represented by the firm he is employed with.

4. Working Agenda.

A. Public Hearings.  

i. Public Hearing to Receive Public Comment Regarding a Five-Year Sewer Base Rate Increase.  

Public Works Director, Dustin Mouritsen, presented the Staff Report and indicated that the Council discussed the increase at its December Work Meeting.  The consensus was that they should move forward with a Sewer Base Rate increase of 5% in the first and second years, and 3% each additional year through 2029.  The increase will fund the renewal and replacement of aging infrastructure. 

Mayor Rosenberg opened the public hearing.  There were no public comments.  The public hearing was closed. 

ii. Public Hearing to Receive Public Comment Regarding a Single Event Liquor License for the True Grit Race Event.  Applicant, Ryan Miller, Anvil Brewing Company.

Planning and Economic Development Manager, Jim McNulty, presented the Staff Report and reported that the applicant requested a Single Event Liquor License for the True Grit Event March 13-15, 2025.  For the past two years, it was held over two weekends, but in 2025 it will be a larger event held on one weekend.  A complete application was received and included in the Meeting Packet for Council consideration.  

Mayor Rosenberg opened the public hearing.  There were no public comments.  The public hearing was closed. 

True Grit Race Director, Cimarron Chacon, reported that 2025 will be the race’s 15th year, and its 11th year in Santa Clara.  There will be approximately 150 racers on Friday and 850 on Saturday.  Thursday is a self-supported race for 30 to 40 of their most committed racers.  The races will start between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.  She encouraged everyone to participate.  

City Manager, Brock Jacobsen, reported that no public safety concerns have been expressed, but he will verify that with the Police Department.  Mr. McNulty stated that both the Police and Fire Departments attended the Technical Review Committee Meeting and approved of the plans.

B. Consent Agenda.

i. Approval of Claims and Minutes:
· January 8, 2025, City Council Regular Meeting.
· January 8, 2025, City Council Work Meeting.
· Claims through January 29, 2025.

iii. Calendar of Events:
· February 12, 2024, City Council Work Meeting.
· February 12, 2024, City Council Regular Meeting.
· February 26, 2024, City Council Work Meeting.
· February 26, 2024, City Council Regular Meeting.

Council Member Pond moved to APPROVE the Consent Agenda, as presented.  Council Member Waite seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Council Member Waite-Yes, Council Member Pond-Yes, Council Member Hinton-Yes, Council Member Burton-Yes, Council Member Shakespeare-Yes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

C. General Business.

i. Discussion and Action to Award the Bid for the Pioneer Parkway Chip Seal Project.  Presented by Dustin Mouritsen, Public Works Director.

Mr. Mouritsen reported that a joint Request for Proposals (“RFP”) was submitted with Ivins City in December 2024.  The RFP was submitted earlier than usual in the hopes of receiving more competitive bids.  The last chip seal project was completed three years previously at a cost of $0.70 per unit, and Consolidated Paving submitted a bit of $0.420 per unit for this project.  Mr. Mouritsen noted that Santa Clara has not worked with this company before, but they completed projects in Ivins City in 2024 and were highly recommended.  The project will begin in May 2025. 

In response to a question from Council Member Shakespeare, Mr. Mouritsen stated that the bid came in well under budget and will free up funding for the reconstruction and striping of Pioneer Parkway.  

Council Member Hinton moved to APPROVE the Low Bid from Consolidated Paving in the amount of $152,309.64 for the Pioneer Parkway Chip Seal Project, as presented.  Council Member Shakespeare seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Council Member Shakespeare-Yes, Council Member Burton-Yes, Council Member Hinton-Yes, Council Member Pond-Yes, Council Member Waite-Yes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

ii. Discussion and Action to Award the Bid for the Reconstruct and Striping Plan for Pioneer Parkway.  Presented by Dustin Mouritsen, Public Works Director.

Mr. Mouritsen reported that the Pioneer Parkway Chip Seal Project was budgeted at $250,000 to $300,000, and the savings on that project would allow the City to address the issues at the entrance to Harmon’s Grocery on Pioneer Parkway.  The 500-foot area would be milled out, re-bladed, and have new curb and gutter installed.  The repaved area will have four inches of pavement to match the existing roadway.  Milling is the strongest road base available.  The project will include a new Striping Plan with deceleration lanes for right turns.  Five total bids were received, with the highest being over $182,000.  Southern Utah Grade & Pave quoted $120,175 for the project.  

In response to a question raised by Council Member Shakespeare, Mr. Mouritsen stated that he would prioritize this project over additional chip seal.  The 2026 budget will include slurry seal, so he believes the funds are best spent on this project.  It will be completed as soon as possible.  He reported that the contract requires that Pioneer Parkway remain open at all times.  

In response to a question from the Council Member Burton, Mr. Mouritsen clarified that when the chip seal is applied, approximately one-quarter inch of oil is laid down, and then gravel is dropped into it.  It is messy, but it is the best pavement maintenance material available.  The current item was to reconstruct the subject portion of Pioneer Parkway which would be completed prior to application of the chip seal.  Chip seal can be applied over new asphalt, so no cure period is required.

In response to a question from Council Member Waite, Mr. Mouritsen provided an overview of the issues.  A large clay vein runs through the area causing it to heave.  The same repair was required on Robbin Court, but that was completed shortly after the development was built.  Mayor Rosenberg stated that residents have asked him why that section of road is in such bad condition when the rest of the City’s roads are so well-maintained.  Mr. Mouritsen reported that the lowest bid was received from the same contractor that completed Vineyard Drive Phase 3 and Vernon Street.

Council Member Hinton moved to APPROVE the Low Bid from Southern Utah Grade & Pave in the amount of $120,175.00 to reconstruct the raised portion of Pioneer Parkway near the Harmon’s Grocery entrance, as presented.  Council Member Shakespeare seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Council Member Shakespeare-Yes, Council Member Burton-Yes, Council Member Hinton-Yes, Council Member Pond-Yes, Council Member Waite-Yes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Mayor Rosenberg asked Mr. Mouritsen to provide notice to the affected businesses.

iii. Discussion and Action to Consider Approval of a Five-Year Sewer Base Rate Increase and Approve Resolution 2025-02R.  Presented by Dustin Mouritsen, Public Works Director.

In response to a question from Council Member Waite, Mr. Mouritsen confirmed that the increase was based on recommendations in the Base Rate Study conducted by Waterworth.  Issues with the City’s aging system were discussed in the Work Meeting.

Council Member Waite moved to APPROVE the Five-Year Sewer Base Rate Increase and Approve Resolution 2025-02R, as presented.  Council Member Shakespeare seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Council Member Waite-Yes, Council Member Pond-Yes, Council Member Hinton-Yes, Council Member Burton-Yes, Council Member Shakespeare-Yes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

iv. Discussion and Action to Consider Approval for a Single-Event Liquor License for the True Grit Race Event.  Applicant Ryan Miller, Anvil Brewing Company/Cimarron Chacon-True Grit.  Presented by Jim McNulty, City Planner.   

Council Member Hinton moved to APPROVE the Single-Event Liquor License for the True Grit Race Event March 13-15, 2025.  Council Member Burton seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Council Member Shakespeare-Yes, Council Member Burton-Yes, Council Member Hinton-Yes, Council Member Pond-Yes, Council Member Waite-Yes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

v. Discussion and Action to Consider a Proposed PDR Zone Amendment and Project Plan Application for Solace Development and Approve Ordinance 2025-01.  Applicant New Wave Construction.  Presented by Jim McNulty, City Planner.   

Mr. McNulty presented the Staff Report and indicated that the subject property is zoned PDR, and the development of the multi-family townhome project requires a Planned Development Residential (“PDR”) Zone Amendment and Project Plan review.  The project was originally considered by the City Council and Planning Commission in 2020 and 2021.  New Wave Construction is building single-family homes in the area north of Affirmation Drive and has recorded three plats so far.  Once Phases 4, 5, and 6 are completed, it will be a total of 128 homes.  As part of the preliminary Subdivision Plat approved by the City Council in 2021, the subject property was shown as a future development site.  The applicant proposes eight seven-unit buildings, five on the east side of the wash and three on the west side, for a total of 56 units.  Stamped legal descriptions of the properties were included in the Meeting Packet.  Mr. McNulty noted that the original developer, Sullivan Homes, sold the property to New Wave Construction, which has been developing the site for approximately two years.  

The conceptual Site Plan and project materials board were reviewed.  The two-story townhomes will be in a desert style with flat roofs.  Each 1820-square-foot unit will have four bedrooms, two-and-a-half bathrooms, and a two-car garage.  Exterior materials include stucco, rock, and wood finishes on the front and rear elevations, with balconies and awnings.  The design will be similar to the single-family homes in the Solace Subdivision, and the developer believes they will be well-received.  

Minimum setbacks for each building are as follows:

· Front setback: 20 feet
· Side setback: 10 feet between buildings 
· Rear setback: 20 feet

The Project Plan includes a large playground and basketball court on the west side, with pickleball courts and two picnic pavilions on the east side.  Additionally, there will be lawn areas and a walking path connecting the two sides of the project.  A 10-foot multipurpose trail will run through the center of the project as required by the 2018 Trails Master Plan.  The project includes 35.6% open space, exceeding the 30% minimum required by the City Code.  A Landscaping Plan was submitted that indicates drought-tolerant and xeriscape materials to meet the Water Efficient Landscaping and Conservation Standards. 

There will be no light poles as are usually seen in large projects.  The developer has indicated that they will likely install lighting on the buildings.  All lighting must be shielded and directed downward to avoid light spill and will be reviewed with the Preliminary Subdivision Plat. 

The Project Plan includes two private driveways with an asphalt width of 26 feet and a four-foot sidewalk on one side.  The driveways provide direct access to Affirmation Drive, which is a collector road.  More details on the driveway design will be required with the Preliminary Subdivision Plat.

Per City Code Chapter 17.32, 112 parking spaces, with 56 covered and 56 uncovered, are required.  The Project Plan includes 36 guest parking spaces adjacent to amenity areas as well as two car garages and driveways for each unit and will exceed the required number of spaces.  

A 10-foot landscaping strip and six-foot solid wall will be required along Affirmation Drive.  The wraparound portion of the wall has already been installed.  No signage has been submitted for this project, but the applicant has indicated that they will have a sign at each entrance. 

City Staff recommends that a Road Maintenance Fund be established by the applicant for future maintenance of the private driveways within the project, either by inclusion within the Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions (“CC&Rs”) or in a separate document.  

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on January 9, 2025, and notices were sent to all property owners within 300 feet of the subject property.  Signs were also posted on the property.  Staff determined that all Utah State Code requirements had been met.  By unanimous vote, the Planning Commission forwarded a positive recommendation for approval.  City Staff also recommended that the Council consider granting approval of a PDR Zone Amendment and Project Plan Review for the Solace Townhomes subject to the conditions listed in the Staff Report.

In response to a question from Council Member Burton regarding color coding on the Site Plans, Jared Bates of Rosenberg Associates clarified that the different colors represent different lot sizes in the single-family home project.  Mayor Rosenberg noted that those subdivisions have been approved and three have been constructed.  Mr. McNulty added that the R-1-10 Zone allows for a variety of lot sizes and lots in that development range from 7,000 to 10,000 square feet.

Council Member Hinton asked about the specifics of the Road Maintenance Fund.  Mr. McNulty stated that the fee will be determined during Preliminary Plat review.  He reported that in his previous position with Sandy City, the developer would establish an account with an opening balance, and then a certain amount would be deposited in the account each month by the Homeowner’s Association (“HOA”).  As funds are spent for maintenance and repairs, they are replenished by the HOA.  They want to avoid allowing developments to have private streets that they do not maintain, and a Road Maintenance Fund will help protect future homeowners.  

In response to a question from Mayor Rosenberg, City Attorney, Matt Ence confirmed that State Code requires the HOA to perform a study and set aside reserve funds for maintenance.  He did not want to duplicate that requirement.  Additionally, the City can mandate that something be included in the CC&Rs, but it would be up to the HOA to enforce it.  He was comfortable including the requirement as long as the Council understood those limitations.  Council Member Shakespeare urged caution and stated that Staff should simply ensure that the State requirements are addressed.  

In response to a question from Council Member Burton, Mr. McNulty clarified that park area the in the development will remain privately owned and the open space will not be available to homeowners in the Solace subdivision to the north.  All amenities are for the 56 townhomes only.  

Council Member Shakespeare expressed approval for the design and materials and noted that the development will have less than the allowed number of units per acre.  He asked why the developer did not request a density bonus.  Mr. McNulty stated that there are Sensitive Lands constraints.  It was noted that the Tuacahn Wash and erosion protection requirements, as well as the required trail, limited the number of units that could be developed on the parcel.  The private trail crossing the wash will be at grade and consist of steppingstones to allow residents access to the public trail.  

Council Member Hinton moved to APPROVE the Proposed PDR Zone Amendment and Project Plan Application for Solace Development and Approve Ordinance 2025-01, subject to the following conditions:

1. That the applicant be required to go through the Subdivision Review process for each project phase, overall Preliminary Plat and Final Plat(s).

2. That a total of fifty-six (56) units on 8.16 acres be allowed as per the Project Plan.  This equates to a density of 7.2 units per acre.

3. That a Project Phasing Plan be required for the overall project.  That the Phasing Plan be reviewed at preliminary Subdivision Plat submittal for compliance with each project phase.

4. That the building design, materials, colors, height, and setbacks comply with the Project Plan as presented by the applicant.  That substantial changes to these items require an amendment to the Project Plan.

5. That at least 30% of the project area be in common open space.  The Project Plan includes approximately 35.6% (2.90 acres) of open space.

6. That the project amenities be provided and put in place as per the Project Plan and Phasing Plan.

7. That the required 10-foot public multi-use trail (2018 Trails Master Plan) be put in place as per the Project Plan.

8. That the applicant be required to comply with City Ordinance #2024-02, Water Efficient Landscaping and Conservation Standards.  That a secondary water connection is required for outdoor water use.

9. That outdoor lighting details be provided with the preliminary Subdivision Plat submittal.

10. That a 26-foot private driveway with a 4-foot sidewalk on one side as per the Project Plan be allowed for the interior of the project.  That additional private driveway details and cross-section be required at preliminary Subdivision Plat submittal.

11. That 112 parking spaces for the 56 multi-family townhome units (two-car garages and driveways) be provided, along with 31 guest parking spaces adjacent to the amenity areas as per the Project Plan.

12. That a 10-foot landscape strip along Affirmation Drive with a six-foot solid block wall be required.

13. That project entry sign(s) details be submitted with the preliminary Subdivision Plat.

14. That a Road Maintenance Fund be established by the applicant for the future maintenance of the private driveways within the project.  That this document be submitted to City Staff for review and approval prior to Final Plat recordation.

15. That project CC&Rs be submitted to City Staff for review and approval prior to Final Plat recordation.

 Council Member Burton seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Council Member Shakespeare-Yes, Council Member Burton-Yes, Council Member Hinton-Yes, Council Member Pond-Yes, Council Member Waite-Yes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

In response to a question from Council Member Shakespeare, it was confirmed that the units will be for sale.  

vi. Discussion and Action to Consider Approval of an Interlocal Cooperation Agreement Regarding Full Municipal Election Services with Washington County and Approve Resolution 2025-03R.  Presented by Chris Shelley, City Recorder.

Mr. Ence reported that Washington County has historically provided election services to Santa Clara City, and they proposed a new Interlocal Agreement to cover election services.  The agreement has a one-year term with automatic one-year renewals.  The County will provide equipment, personnel, ballots, etc. as part of the election services and administration, and in return, the City will reimburse their actual costs.  Prior to March 30, 2025, the City can request an estimate of the total cost, but any actual costs in excess of the estimate must be reimbursed.  

Council Member Shakespeare stated that they had live voting at the Dixie Center in the past and asked if it was possible to have drop boxes in the City and only have in-person voting at the Dixie Center.  Only offering drop boxes in Santa Clara would help lower costs.  Council Member Pond stated that the legislature will be considering allowing mail-in voting by request only, so more in-person voting may be required.  Council Member Shakespeare recommended that if that legislation does not pass, they keep everything else the same and not use City resources in that way.  It was indicated that during the last election, less than 100 people voted in person.  

In response to a question from Council Member Hinton, Mr. Ence clarified that the County will break out the estimated costs in the estimate.  If election workers are required in Santa Clara, the City will be responsible for the full cost.  If all voting is at the Dixie Center, the City will likely only be responsible for a portion of the cost.  Council Member Hinton stated that she understood Council Member Shakespeare’s point, but she wanted to reduce any barriers to participation.  If the cost is nominal, she would like to make it as easy as possible for most people to vote.  She believes that two pieces of legislation on voting will be considered in the next session; one will require that mail-in ballots be presented in person, which will require poll workers to verify identification. 

Mr. Ence stated that the Legislative Policy Committee discussed the fact that only four mail-in ballots were received in the name of deceased people, so it would be prudent to perform verification before the ballots are mailed and not after they are returned.  If legislation is passed requiring voters to request a mail-in ballot, more people may need to vote in person.  He believed the March 31, 2025 date for the cost estimate was set to allow the County time to evaluate any potential changes that come out of the legislative session.  He estimated that between six and eight voting bills would be presented during the session, and the City would ultimately not have control over those issues if the bills passed.  The potential impacts of any legislation were discussed, as well as whether it would take effect in 2025 or 2026.  

Council Member Waite referred to Page 2, Item C, which indicates that the County will provide election equipment to Santa Clara, and Item E which states that they will not hand count ballots.  He asked if it is spelled out that they could separate out the votes from Santa Clara’s districts for hand counting in the event of a contested election.  City Recorder, Chris Shelley, stated that two people take the ballot boxes to the County, and the County keeps each municipality’s votes separate at that time.  They then run them through a machine that verifies signatures, addresses, etc.  Mr. Ence added that 2025 is a municipal election year, so the races will all be independent of one another.  

Council Member Pond moved to APPROVE the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement Regarding Full Municipal Election Services with Washington County and Approve Resolution 2025-03R.  Council Member Waite seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Council Member Waite-Yes, Council Member Pond-Yes, Council Member Hinton-Yes, Council Member Burton-Yes, Council Member Shakespeare-Yes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

vii. Discussion and Action to Consider a Pending Ordinance 2025-02 for a Temporary Land Use Regulation Suspending the Permitted Use for “Banks or Financial Institutions” in the Commercial Zone and the Planned Development Commercial Zone to Allow for the Creation of Modifying Regulations for the Permitted Use.  Presented by Jim McNulty, City Planner.   

Mr. McNulty deferred to City Attorney, Matt Ence on this item.  Mr. Ence stated that the Ordinance was placed on the Agenda based on the Council’s previous discussion regarding approval of a Permitted Use in the Planned Development Commercial (“PDC”) Zone for Banks or Other Financial Institutions as the Council wanted to take time to consider modifying regulations.  Staff proposed a temporary Land Use Ordinance that would be valid for up to six months to allow the Planning Commission and City Council to go through the process of considering modifying regulations relative to this permitted use.  The Ordinance will suspend the Permitted Use for the duration of the Temporary Ordinance.  If a PDC Zone with a Project Plan that seeks to include this permitted use or a Building Permit application to construct a bank was received while the temporary Ordinance is in effect, it could not be approved.  A specific exception is called out for the property at the corner of Country Lane and Santa Clara Drive.  The use was approved for their benefit, and the property was excluded so they could move forward with their plans.  The Temporary Ordinance gives the Council the freedom to consider any Modifying Regulations, including more detailed definitions of allowed business types or regulations on those businesses.  Other language contained in the Ordinance satisfies statutory requirements.  

Mr. Ence asked for the Council’s feedback on any modifying regulations they would like included in the permanent Ordinance but noted that it did not need to be part of their action.  

In response to a question from Council Member Shakespeare, Mr. McNulty stated that it should take two to three months to complete the process of creating the draft and reviewing it with the Planning Commission and City Council.  They should not need the full six months allowed by State Code.  Council Member Shakespeare stated that he believed their previous discussion covered all of the Council’s concerns regarding additional definitions and being more specific about allowed business types.  Mr. McNulty stated that Staff will bring a draft to a Work Session prior to scheduling a public hearing. 

Mayor Rosenberg stated that they should include language about financial institutions located inside other businesses; for example, a bank inside of a grocery store.  

In response to a question from Council Member Burton, Mayor Rosenberg confirmed that the exception is for the development near the Orange Peel.  Prior to approving any similar businesses, they need to better define the allowed business types and determine additional requirements.  

Council Member Burton moved to APPROVE Pending Ordinance 2025-02 for a Temporary Land Use Regulation Suspending the Permitted Use for “Banks or Financial Institutions” in the Commercial Zone and the Planned Development Commercial Zone to Allow for the Creation of Modifying Regulations for the Permitted Use.  Council Member Shakespeare seconded the motion.  Vote on motion:  Council Member Shakespeare-Yes, Council Member Burton-Yes, Council Member Hinton-Yes, Council Member Pond-Yes, Council Member Waite-Yes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

viii. Discussion and Action to Consider Approval of Resolution 2025-04 to Amend the Interlocal Agreement with Utah Tech University, Ivins City, Hurricane City, Santa Clara City, Washington City, and Washington County to Dissolve the Community Education Channel and Distribute Its Assets.  Presented by Jarett Waite, City Council Member. 

Council Member Waite reported that Mr. Ence had reviewed and approved the amendment.

Council Member Waite moved to APPROVE Resolution 2025-04 to Amend the Interlocal Agreement with Utah Tech University, Ivins City, Hurricane City, Santa Clara City, Washington City, and Washington County to Dissolve the Community Education Channel and Distribute Its Assets.  Council Member Hinton seconded the motion.  : Council Member Waite-Yes; Council Member Pond-Yes; Council Member Hinton-Yes; Council Member Burton-Yes; Council Member Shakespeare-Yes.  The motion passed unanimously.

5. Reports.

A. Mayor/Council Reports.

Staff Reports were provided prior to Mayor and Council Reports.

Parks and Trails Director, Ryan VonCannon, reported on the following:

· The glockenspiel door is still stuck closed and will be replaced as soon as the parts arrive.
· They started on the WeatherTRAK conversion for the downtown irrigation system.  The controller is installed, and the decoders have been programmed.  Once the new master valve and flow sensor are installed, the system should be completed.  
· There will be a baseball tournament on Friday and Saturday that will use all seven fields.  The fields are reserved from 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.  Council Member Pond commented that he received complaints about the early start time the previous weekend.  Mr. VonCannon stated that the last tournament started earlier than usual. 
· Tumbleweeds are piling up.  Mr. VonCannon thanked the Fire Department for burning the piles at the Orchard and Little League field.
· No complaints have been received about the pickleball courts since the meeting, but they have received some calls thanking them for taking care of the courts.  Council Member Shakespeare stated that he had also received calls thanking the City.  

Power Director, Gary Hall, reported on the following:

· Crews have been working to replace the direct buried cable in the Canyon View area.  Conduit was installed in 2024, and they are now replacing cable and transformers.  
· Utah Associated Municipal Power Systems (“UAMPS”) is working on solutions to obtain enough subscriptions for the Power County Natural Gas Project in Idaho.  Logan City will be considering approval of a subscription of 15 megawatts.  If approved, an additional 10-megawatt commitment will need to be obtained.  They are in talks with the Utah Municipal Power Agency about potentially increasing their subscription level, as well as Idaho Power.  The Millard County project is still moving forward and is working on land acquisition.  
· UAMPS is sponsoring the Idaho Consumer-Owned Utilities Association (“ICUA”) Youth Rally, which is a leadership camp and scholarship program for youth from Idaho and surrounding states to learn about government, consumer utilities, and the energy industry.  The writers of the four top essays will receive a $500 scholarship and be invited to attend the Youth Rally, where additional scholarships will be awarded.  It is being advertised at Snow Canyon High School and will be posted on the City website.  

Public Works Director, Dustin Mouritsen, reported on the following:

· Since Well 7 was rebuilt, the City has been producing approximately 300 more gallons per minute.  The Well 6 motor was pulled and rebuilt, and they will be making some electrical upgrades.  Both wells will be ready before the season begins.
· The Vineyard Drive and Vernon Street projects have been completed.
· Construction has begun on the retaining wall at the Little League fields, and they expect to complete it prior to the start of the Little League season.  
· Pioneer Parkway crack sealing is underway. 
· He and Mayor Rosenberg attended a meeting with the Washington County Water Conservancy District (“WCWCD”) where they discussed drilling a new compact well or improving an existing well in the Snow Canyon Compact.  The long-term plan for west-side water is a water treatment plant for water from the Gunlock Reservoir.  
· The Graveyard Wash project is still in the permitting process with the Army Corps of Engineers.

Building Official, Cody Mitchell, reported on the following:

· The Building Department issued 20 permits, only one of which was for a single-family home.  There are currently over 300 open files, which they are working to close out.
· Code Enforcement has handled a couple of tumbleweed complaints.
· A new assistant, Theresa Petersen, will begin work in the Building, Planning and Zoning Department on Monday.  
· The retirement home’s grand opening has been postponed due to an issue with fire dampeners in the corridors.  They are fully staffed and ready to open as soon as possible.

City Manager, Brock Jacobsen, reported on the following:

· The Budget Retreat was previously scheduled for February 11, 2025, but that conflicts with the Saint George State of the City address.  After discussion, it was moved to March 4, 2025, at 11:00 a.m.

Council Member Shakespeare reported on the following:

· He has a conflict and will not be able to attend the State of the City address.
· He attended the Municipal Planning Organization and Council of Governments meetings.  Hamlin Parkway funding has been secured.  Mr. Mouritsen added that $1.7 million was received by Santa Clara and Ivins City for Phase 1, which is two lanes of asphalt, curb, and gutter on one side, and a 10-foot walking trail from Red Mountain Road to 2000 East.  A developer will build the trail from 2000 East to US 91, and Black Desert will build it from Red Mountain Road to Snow Canyon Parkway.  Funds will be available for design in 2027 and construction in 2028.  
· He and Council Member Hinton met with the County Commission, and he believes the Commissioners recognize the need to work on west-side emergency services.  

Council Member Burton reported on the following:

· She attended the Utah League of Cities and Towns (“ULCT”) Local Officials Day event after the inauguration and watched some of the Youth Council competitions.  She also attended a lunch with Representative Walter and dinner with Representative Ward. 
· She spoke with Mike Scott, Nanette Billings, and Cassie Daugherty from Hurricane, who provided her with information on the Youth Council.   Once a month, their Youth Council tours different city departments to learn about what goes on in the city.  Students also track their goals and service hours.  
· She will be meeting with the Santa Clara Royalty on January 30, 2025.  Emma Hunter has come up with suggestions for their platform for the year.  They are speaking with Monica Bracken’s daughter about possibly taking the director position.  
· She will be meeting with Sherry Anderson from the Historic Society in February about a potential sister city in Switzerland.  
· The Snow Canyon meeting was rescheduled for February 11, 2025.

Council Member Hinton reported on the following:

· She attended the ULCT Local Officials Day at the Capitol with Council Member Burton.  She also attended the legislative preview with Council Member Waite.  Upcoming legislation that could impact Santa Clara includes:
· HB 291 regarding mayoral recall elections, which she believes will receive a lot of pushback.  Voters could file a petition and gather signatures to potentially put the question of recalling a mayor on the ballot.  They would only need to gather signatures that equal 50% of the number of people who voted, not 50% of voters.  
· HB 256 is Representative Walter’s bill on short-term rentals.  It clarifies language to reduce legal ambiguity, allows cities that allow short-term rentals to require listing sites to add a business license requirement, and requires listing sites to remove listings for illegally operated properties when the city gives them notice.  Only VRBO has agreed to those requirements, but he is working with other platforms as well. 
· HB 90 is Representative Ward’s bill.  He struck the commercial requirement to approve housing and changed the 4,000 square foot buy right to 6,000 square feet.  
· SB 152 would prohibit cities from requiring garages on one- or two-family dwellings.  
· HB 88 would allow detached accessory dwelling units in all zones in cities within the first and second-class city classifications. 
· She attended the ULCT Legislative Policy Committee meeting the previous Monday and had several additional meetings about the Transit Revenue Tax (“TRT”) bill.  

Council Member Pond reported on the following:

· Washington County Solid Waste had a special board meeting on January 13, 2025, to approve a parameters resolution regarding obtaining Community Impact Fund Board funding for Phase 3 of the landfill.  The loan will have an interest rate of no more than 5%, and the resolution allows them to begin the application process.  A public hearing on the matter will be held at the next board meeting on February 10, 2025.  The administration building and weigh station are nearing completion. 
· He will not be able to attend the State of the City address as he will be traveling.

Council Member Waite reported on the following:

· He also attended the ULCT Local Officials Day.  The meeting with Representative Ward was very productive.  At the lunch meeting, Representative Walter was very interested in their input on current issues.
· He was appointed to the National League of Cities’ Energy, Environment, and Natural Resources Committee.  
· He discussed the current status of the project to remove the iron stains from headstones at the cemetery and displayed progress photographs.  He has successfully used a poultice made with Iron Out and flour to remove the stains.  The total cost is approximately $10 per headstone.  
· Shakespeare in the Park has stated that one of their biggest expenses is storage, and they are trying to find another solution to store sets and costumes.  They have considered purchasing a shipping container, and Michael Lee asked if they could put it on City land.  Mr. Hall stated that they could potentially obtain permission to place it on Kelly Graff’s property or the property east of the City Yard.

Mayor Rosenberg reported on the following:

· He and Mr. Mouritsen met with the WCWCD and reviewed options to maintain capacity on the different water lines.  It would involve an exchange where Santa Clara and Ivins would use more Gunlock water and Saint George would use more Quail Creek water.  The WCWCD will do a presentation on the planned water reuse system at a future City Council meeting.  The Gunlock Reservoir has been cleaned out twice to increase capacity.  Canal shares will eventually be owned by the Metropolitan Water District, at which point it will likely assume more management of the system.  It is hard to maintain because it is a non-stream reservoir at the bottom of the basin.  He discussed the process for removing sediment from the reservoir and the difficulty in finding a long-term solution.  They are currently pumping the Saint George-owned wells below the reservoir and putting water into the reservoir due to the drought.  They will also be discussing drought contingency plans at a future meeting because if the drought continues it could impact residents in 2026. 
· The January Flood Control Authority meeting has been cancelled.  They will meet again in March.
· The monthly meeting with Black Desert was held on January 16, 2025.  They are preparing a PDR amendment for townhomes, and Black Desert representatives will attend the Technical Review Committee meeting on January 30, 2025, and the Planning Commission meeting on February 13, 2025, to discuss the amendment.
· He visited San Diego with the WCWCD board and toured their reuse and purification facilities.  They put Type 1 water in reservoirs, then run it through the water treatment system and a five-step purification process for culinary water.  At the end of the process, the water is so pure that they have to add minerals back to provide taste.  It is an expensive process, but the community is in favor of it.  
· He attended the WCWCD Administrative Advisory Committee meeting with Mr. Jacobsen earlier that day.  They are considering developing ultra water efficiency standards that would reduce the consumption of water in new developments from 0.59 to 0.39 acre-feet.  They are discussing requiring projects outside of municipal boundaries to adhere to the ultra-efficiency standard and mandating that they join either the Saint George Reclamation Facility or Ash Creek if they wish to join the Regional Water Service Agreement (“RWSA”).  They also discussed the requirements for Leeds to join the RWSA.  Some concern was expressed about how many municipalities should be allowed in due to the scarcity of water.  They also discussed the policy on new water parks.  Water parks are generally more efficient than golf courses or public parks, but public perception is a concern.  
· THE WCWCD is currently working on the planned expansion of the Quail Creek water treatment plant to increase it from 60 million gallons a day to 90 million and add other facilities like dissolved air flotation.  They expect to complete the project in early 2026.  
· He encouraged the Council to participate in the Drought Contingency Plan survey.  

6. Executive Session.

Council Member Waite moved to go into an Executive Session to Discuss the Acquisition of Real Property and Potential Litigation.  Council Member Hinton seconded the motion.  Vote on Motion: Council Member Waite-Yes; Council Member Pond-Yes; Council Member Hinton-Yes; Council Member Burton-Yes; Council Member Shakespeare-Yes.  The motion passed unanimously. 

The City Council was in Executive Session from 8:06 p.m. to 8:40 p.m.

7. Adjournment.

Council Member Shakespeare moved to ADJOURN.  Council Member Hinton seconded the motion.  The motion passed with the unanimous consent of the Council.  

The City Council Meeting adjourned at 8:41 p.m.
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