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Kane County Board Room
76 North Main Street
Kanab, Utah 84741

The Kane County Economic Opportunity (CEO) Board met on May 20, 2024 at approximately 3:00 pm at the Kane County Board Room. Keiren Chatterley, David Schmucker, Trevor Stewart, Pat Guerrero, Boyd Corry, Kevin Barnes, and Kelly Stowell were present. Kelly Stowell acted as Chairman and took minutes. Mitch Stadlander was excused from the meeting. The meeting was called to order, followed by a welcome by the board chair. 

Agenda items for the meeting included the following:
1.  Call to Order

2. Welcome and Introductions

3. Approve Minutes of March 11, 2024 Meeting

4. Women’s Leadership Institute Project Request 

5. Municipal Economic Development Grant Update

6. Project Updates

A motion was made by Boyd Corry to approve minutes for the March 11, 2024 Kane County CEO meetings and a second was made by Joe Sorenson. The meeting minutes were approved unanimously by the board. 

The only action item considered by the board at the May 20, 2024 meeting was a proposal from the Kanab Area Chamber of Commerce to support the Women’s Leadership Institute in 2025. The Women’s Leadership Institute (WLI) annually hosts an 8-month-long women’s leadership cohort along the Wasatch Front in Utah. Hundreds of women have graduated from the program. Recently, WLI has begun expanding services to more and more women throughout the state of Utah. In 2024, the Kanab Area Chamber of Commerce participated in the statewide expansion of the WLI Career Development Series by recruiting and hosting a cohort of ten local women business managers located in Kanab. It was reported the 2024, cohort training in Kanab was highly successful and beneficial to all who participated with the inaugural year. Based on the success of the 2024 local cohort, the Kanab Area Chamber of Commerce is wanting to host a 2025 training cohort, starting with an orientation in November of 2024. After discussing the proposal and hearing about the success of the program, the board took action with motions of support. 

Boyd Corry made a motion to favorably recommend $5000 of Rural County Grant Program funds to the Kanab Area Chamber of Commerce for the 2025 Women’s Leadership Institute. A second was made by Joe Sorensen and the motion received unanimous support from the board for the project to be considered for further action from the Kane County Commissioners at an open commission meeting. 

Updates were given about the current status of projects in progress where funding has been dedicated, especially with the Municipal Economic Development initiative, where each city in Kane County, has been offered $20,000.00 each for qualified economic development projects. It was reported Big Water, was the only city in the county who has submitted the development fund application, which was sent out to all the cities. Big Water’s project was brought before the commission at a recent commission meeting and the money has been distributed. It was reported all the cities have been followed up with encouraging them to submit applications for qualified projects. A brief financial update was given and there is approximately $163,000 is available for new projects and disbursement.

A motion was made by Boyd Corry to adjourn the meeting and seconded by Pat Guerrero and the meeting was adjourned with no dissenting votes.
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