MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF EMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HELD IN THE EMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

JANUARY 21, 2025


Present at the meeting was Commission Chairman Keven Jensen, Commissioner Jordan Leonard,  Commissioner Dennis Worwood, Attorney Mike Olsen, Sheriff Tyson Huntington, Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox, elected officials and citizens. 

CONSENT AGENDA

(1)
APPROVAL OF CHECK EDIT LIST, REQUISITIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS.

The Warrant Check Edit List #267475 through and including #267614 were presented for payment.

Requisitions were presented for the following:

REQUISITION		DESCRIPTION					AMOUNT

1-25			Universal Pressure Test Kits for Protective Suits
			Sheriff							$1,750.00

2-25			Gas Detector Test System
     			Sheriff							$4,350.00

3-25			Power Station Battery Backup w/solar generator
			Sheriff							$5,300.00

4-25			Delta Pro Smart Extra Battery
			Sheriff							$1,700.00

5-25			Fast Charging Dual Fuel Smart Generator
			Sheriff							$1,700.00

Dispositions were presented for #9410 Motor Grader (traded) #2799 Air Purifier

(2)
APPROVAL OF JANUARY 7, 2025 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES.
\

(3)
APPROVAL OF 2025 COMMISSION RESPONSIBILITIES LIST.

(4)
APPROVAL FOR COMMISSIONER KEVEN JENSEN TO REMAIN COMMISSION CHAIRMAN.

(5)
APPROVAL OF COMMISSIONER JORDAN LEONARD REMAINING COMMISSION VICE CHAIRMAN.

(6)
APPROVAL OF BUSINESS LICENSE FOR JESSE WARD, BUSINESS NAME CLEEMO INVESTMENTS, LLC DBA CLEEMO DRONES.

(7)
DISCUSS/APPROVE DENY OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL FOR SHERIFF HUNTINGTON TO ATTEND THE WESTERN STATES SHERIFF’S ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE IN RENO, NV IN MARCH.

(8)
RATIFICATION OF APPROVAL OF LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR CITY OF GREEN RIVER’S 2025 RAISE GRANT APPLICATION.

(9)
APPROVAL TO PROMOTE ACELYN MIGLIORI, JADIN ATWOOD, AND ADAM OLSEN TO A HEAD LIFEGUARD, GRADE 5, EFFECTIVE 2,3, 25.

(10)
APPROVAL TO PROMOTE DALLON COLOGIE AND MIKE HOWES TO DEPUTY SERGEANT.  GRADE 21, EFFECTIVE 2-3-25.

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood, and the motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none







DISCUSSION AGENDA	

(1)
SAFETY MINUTE PRESENTATION- ARIAUNA DOWNARD, WATER SAFETY INSTRUCTOR.

Ariauna talked about the importance of swimming lessons for children.  She announced open swim time will begin February 17

(2)
AWARDING OF SAFETY VISA GIFT CARDS-501 DAYS WITHOUT A LOSS TIME INCIDENT. 

Full-time employee:  Danielle Farley
Part-time employee:  Denise Reid
Safety Sensitive employees:  Kurt Stevens and Seth Baantjer

(3)
ITEMS PULLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA.

(4)
RATIFICATION OF APPROVAL OF SIGNING THE 2025 CHILDREN AND TEEN BOOK ENHANCEMENT MINI-GRANT.

Desiree Malley talked about the 2025 Children and Teen Book Enhancement Mini Grant program.  This grant awards five Emery County Libraries $15,000 to purchase children and teen books for their collections.  Since the deadline for submitting the paperwork was before Commission Meeting Desiree received approval of the County Commissioners.  The approval to sign the documents now needs to be ratified. Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to ratify the signing of the 2025 Children and Teen Book Enhancement Mini-Grant.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
           Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to close the regular meeting and enter into a public hearing.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none



(5)
PUBLIC HEARING A: FOUR CORNERS COMMUNITY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH INC. AND THE EMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, AS THE LOCAL AUTHORITY IF SUBSTANCE USE DISPORDERS AND MENTAL HEALTH, INVITE MEDICAID ENROLLEES AND OTHER COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO GIVE INPUT REGARDING THE MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER TREATMENT NEEDS IN EMERY COUNTY.

Executive Director of Four Corners, Melissa Huntington explained the purpose of Four Corners.  Four Corners provides substance use disorders and mental health services to the Carbon, Emery and Grand County Communities. Four Corners works through interlocal agreements with the counties to provide services to the communities.  

Janna Kline provided comments regarding family therapy services that she receives from Four Corners.

There were no additional comments.

The Public Hearing was closed and the Commissioners returned to the regular meeting agenda.

(6)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY MONETARY DONATION/SPONSORSHIP TO THE 2025 CASTLE COUNTRY CLASSIC LIVESTOCK SHOW.

Castle Country Classic Livestock Show Participants Austyn Nielsen, Ryleigh Allred, Darrellyn Gardner, Aceden Thayn, Abree Allred and Jaxsten Thayn reported on their experience last year.  They requested a monetary donation to the 2025 Castle Country Classic Livestock Show.  Commissioner Denniss Worwood made a motion to donate $3,500 to the 2025 Castle County Classic Livestock Show.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none











(7)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY:  CONSIDERATION  OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FINAL ANNEXATION OF PORTIONS OF CASTLE DALE CITY, CLAWSON TOWN, CLEVELAND TOWN, ELMO TOWN, FERRON CITY, HUNTINGTON CITY AND ORANGEVILLE CITY INTO THE CASTLE VALLEY SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT, WHICH PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONS ARE SPECIFICALLY SET FORTH IN EXHIBIT A OF NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ANNEX CERTAIN PROPERTY INTO THE CASTLE VALLEY SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT PURSUANT TO UTAH CODE TITLE 17D, SPECIAL SERVICE AND LOCAL DISTRICTS.  

Jacob Sharp, CVSSD explained that the process started in September with the adoption of a Resolution for Notice of Intention to Annex.  The advertised for the Public Hearing for the required four weeks, held the Public Hearing on November 19, 2024 and completed the 60 day contest period.  He requested approval for the final Resolution. Information will be gathered to forward to the LT. Governor’s Office then back to Emery County for the recording process.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to adopt Resolution 1-21-25 a Resolution providing Notice of intention to Annex Properties onto the Castle Valley Special Service District.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Denins Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(8)
DISCUSS/ASPPROVE/DENY ADVERTISING RFQ FOR EVENTS ASSISTANT-MARKETING & MEDIA FOR THE EMERY COUNTY TRAVEL BUREAU.

AnnDee Mead explained that the Events Coordinator puts on 43 events during the year.  The Travel Bureau has a desire to advertise an RFQ for an individual or company to help with marketing the events.  They have budgeted $1,000 a month for 1 year.  They hope to go up to 5 years based on funding.  Ideally the individual or company would oversee overall strategies for marketing an event.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve advertising an RFQ for Events Assistant-Marketing & Media for the Emery County Travel Bureau. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none






(9)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY CONTRACT BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY AND JODY & LARRY PRETTYMAN OUTDOOR ADVERTISING FOR THE BILLBOARD OUTSIDE OF HUNTINGTON.

AnnDee Mead explained that the Travel Bureau recently purchased a new canvas for the sign displaying the new Emery County brand logo “Life Energized”.  They would like to continue with the billboard contract expanding it to a three year contract locking in the price of  $2,500 a year.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve a contract between Emery County and Jody & Larry Prettyman Outdoor Advertising for the billboard outside of Huntignton.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(10)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY 2025 SWELL TRAILS GRANT FUNDING OF $30,000.00

AnnDee Mead explained that the Travel Bureau began the Trails Grant Funding program in 2020.  The grant is available for individuals, groups or cities to apply for trail creation/maintenance projects.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve the 2025 Swell Trails Grant Funding of $30,000 as requested.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leoanrd
          Dennis Worwood
         Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(11)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY KOAL RADIO EVENT ADVERTISEMENT CONTRACT.

AnnDee Mead explained that the Travel Bureau would like to expand to advertising events on KOAL.  They will air 450 ads for the 2025 year at $250.00 a month($3,000/year).  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve the KOAL Radio Event Advertisement Contract.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.\
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
           Dennis Worwood
           Keven Jensen
NAY:  none




(12)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY MOU BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY, SERDA AND GREEN RIVER CITY REGARDING THE GREEN RIVER FOOD BANK.  

SERDA and Green River City wish to increase service to include the Green River Food Bank.  Emery County owns the Green River Ambulance Garage from which they wish to utilize a portion of the garage to house the Food Bank. Robby Jensen from the Senior Citizen program will assist.  The MOU identifies the responsibilities of Green River City, Emery County and SERDA.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve an MOU between Emery County SERDA, and Green River City regarding the Green River Food Bank.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
         Jordan Leonard
         Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(13)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY MOU BETWEEN CARBON MEDICAL SERVICE ASSOCIATION, INCORPORATED AND THE EMERY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE REGARDING JI-R INDIVIDUALS.

Sheriff Huntington explained that the MOU is for Carbon Medical Service to provide transitional health care services to individuals under the custody of the Emery County Jail, specifically Justice-Involved individuals re-entering the community within 90 days or less and are not being detained on behalf of the Federal Government.  The MOU outlines the responsibilities of Carbon Medical Services and Emery County Sheriff’s Office.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve an MOU between Carbon Medical Service Association, Incorporated and the Emery County Sheriff’s Office regarding JI-R individuals.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
         Jordan Leonard
         Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(14)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EMERY COUNTY’S APPLICATION TO THE USHRAB GRANT TO DIGITIZE THE HUNTINGTON CREEK IRRIGATION RECORDS, WHICH WILL ALSO INCLUDE THE EMERY COUNTY PROJECT (JOE’S VALLEY RESERVOIR). 

Emery County Archives Director, Suzanne Anderson requested approval to apply for USHRAB Grant to digitize Huntington Creek Irrigation records, which will also include the Emery County Project, (Joe;sValley Reservoir). She will partner with Emery Water Conservancy District for funding.  It is a one on one match grant from her labor and supplies.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve Emery County’s application to the USHRAB Grant as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leoanrd.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leoanard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

Motion to leave the regular meeting and enter into a Public Hearing as advertised, was made by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood, and the motion passed.

(15)
PUBLIC HEARING B:  EMERY COUNTY IS HOLDING THE PUBLIC HEARING PURSUANT TO UCA 17-16-14(B) IN ORDER TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING A COMPENSATION INCREASE FOR AN EXECUTIVE COUNTY OFFICER.

During budget meetings,Kris Bell requested to receive compensation for overseeing two departments. According to State Code a Public Hearing is required for an increase for an Executive County Officer.

Clerk/Auditor Brenda Tuttle commented on the boost in responsibilities in the Clerk/Auditor’s office due to unfunded mandates and added duties of elections over the years.  Every year the legislature revamps the laws concerning conducting elections. As the years have passed elections has become a full time job on top of all the other duties of the 2 elected offices and still get the job done. We still have to process bills, payroll, passports, and many other duties, daily. You can not compare two combined elected county offices to a stand alone department whose responsibilities have not changed since taking office.

Recorder/Treasurer Josie Stilson commented that as an elected official of two offices, she felt confident saying that two elected offices are not comparable to an independently functioning department.  There is a significant difference in the responsibilities and liabilities associated with two elected offices. She relayed the added responsibilities regarding the Recorder’s increase in recorded documents due to projects in the county, such as solar projects and CRA projects. Over the past few years she has been hit from two sides with laws that she must be in compliance with.  Changes in the economy have increased the number of documents recorded each year as well as bank fraud that they now deal with on a regular basis. In her opinion the two offices should not have been combined, however as she stated “ I show up each day and do the best I can to make sure the county functions that I am responsible for are being accomplished to the best of my ability”.

Assessor, Kris Bell commented that she has been over two offices since she took office.  She has to be certified appraiser and continue education. She is just asking to be considered and compensated the same as the other two offices.   



The Public Hearing was closed and the Commissioners returned to the regular agenda.

(16)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY A COMPENSATION INCREASE FOR THE EMERY COUNTY ASSESSOR.
 
Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to deny a compensation increase for the Emery County Assessor.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(17)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY BEGINNING THE PROCESS TO SEPARATE THE OFFICES OF TREASURER AND RECORDER.

Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to look at the process needed to separate the Treasurer and Recorder offices.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
           Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to close the regular meeting and enter into an Executive/Closed Session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.

Present at the closed session was : Commissioner Keven Jensen, Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Dennis Worwood, Attorney Mike Olsen, Road Supervisor Justin Truman, Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox.

Closed/Executive Session was closed and the Commissioners returned to the regular meeting agenda.






(19)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY PLAN OF ACTION REGARDING CLEVELAND RESERVOIR AND THE GREEN RIVER GRAVEL PIT.

Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to table.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(20)
COMMISSION/ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS

Commissioner Worwood reported that he recently toured the Huntington Senior Center.  Everything is on schedule for completion.

Larry Ellertson, Senator Curtis representative reported on activity in the legislature.

(21)
ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Dennis Worwood, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none 

          

ATTEST:_____________________ COMMISSIONER: _____________________________
