ADVISORY BOARD
OF THE
SALT LAKE COUNTY CHILDREN’S JUSTICE CENTER

Meeting minutes

Prepared by: Meaghan Marks, Office Coordinator - Victim Support Services Division 

DATE OF MEETING:	Monday, February 12th, 2024
 
LOCATION:			District Attorney Office, 35 East 500 South, Salt Lake City
					Webex

PRESENT:			Susanne Mitchell, Asha Parekh, Deb Wood, Todd Mitchell, Brandon Turner, Gentry Holbrook, Angela Martindale, Rachel Miller, Eric Stott

GUESTS:			Dustin Schumacher, Moe Hickey, Martín Muñoz, Ryan Woodmansee, Steve Van Maren, Sim Gill

EXOFFICIO: 			Meaghan Marks, 

EXCUSED: 					Kelly Colopy, Annette Jan, Tagrid Ruiz-Maldonado, Tyler Ackerman

1.  	Susanne Mitchell called the meeting to order at 12:02.  
A. 	Susanne began by informing the Board that she was chairing the meeting today due to Carol Verdoia’s retirement. 

2. 	Roll Call - Meaghan Marks
	A.	Roll Call conducted via introductions by all Board members due to recent turnover in many positions. All Board members introduce themselves and where they work.

3. 	Approval of the minutes – Susanne Mitchell
	A. 	Todd Mitchell motioned to approve the minutes. Susanne seconded. All in favor, motion passed.

4.. 	Public Comment 
	A. 	No public comments.

5. 	Business Items – Susanne Mitchell
	A.	Susanne acknowledged the departures of Carol Verdoia, Board Chair, and Kris Ownby, UPD designee, due to retirements, as well as Ryan Woodmansee’s departure from the DCFS Child Welfare Administrator role.
	B.	Susanne introduced six new members to the board: Michael Cupello fills the UPD designee role, Deb Wood is the new Attorney General designee, Gentry Holbrook as the new DCFS Child Welfare Administrator, Tagrid Ruiz as the new Child Abuse Expert Pediatrician, Jen Plumb as the new Local Pediatrician, and Eric Stott as the new Parent Advocate. Susanne noted that all positions, except for the Criminal Defense slot, are now filled.
	C.	Both the Chair and Vice Chair positions are vacant. Susanne nominated Todd Mitchell as Chair, no other nominees were put forward. All members voted to approve Todd as Chair for the three-year term.

6. 	Guests – Voices for Utah Children, Presenter Martín Muñoz 
	A.	Martín Muñoz introduced himself to the board and outlined an overview of his presentation on the Kids Count data. Kids Count data is received from the Annie E. Casey Foundation and is a compilation of demographic, economic, education, health, and safe community data. This data is used to advocate for children and policies which are beneficial for families and children.
	B.	Utah is one of the top states for agency sharing of data, and having data which is publicly available from all levels of government. The USBE conducted a survey assessing where children and their feelings are at. Students reported high needs for mental health treatment, and Utah is double the recommendation for counselor/psychologist to student ratio. Resources are lacking. Utah has one of the highest rates per capita of youth MH issues. Sim Gill asked Martín regarding specific data and whether it exists. Martín was unsure, but responded that partnerships like this allow for groups to tell Voices for Utah Children what data they are interested in and Voices for Utah Children can try to obtain it.

7.	Friends Nonprofit Report – Angela Martindale
	A.	Angela updated the Board on recent Friends activity. The Friends’ strategic plan was outlined in a meeting on January 18th which includes three statewide fundraisers. Angela was invited to speak with all Utah CJC directors in January which resulted in four counties reaching out to hear further presentation regarding fundraising and outreach.
	B.	The rebrand with updated website, logo, and marketing has been completed and will be launched at the beginning of March.
	C.	The Friends have partnered with a local manufacturer who has offered to obtain thousands of stuffed animals for the CJC. Angela reached out to the CJC staff to determine which types of stuffed animals were the most wanted and used.

8.  	CJC Program Items – Susanne Mitchell
	A. 	The CJC has been approved for a grant through the NCA for a third dedicated forensic interviewer. There has been a significant increase in volume of interviews conducted by the CJC dedicated Fis from 2022 to 2023. Dustin Schumacher noted that there are seven local law enforcement agencies who have the CJC Fis conduct all of their interviews.
	B.	Susanne presented data from the Caregiver Needs Assessment. Data has been consistent since 2022 showing that 27-29% of clients and families are struggling financially. The Friends have been able to support with client emergency funds to purchase groceries for 1-2 day periods to help stabilize a crisis. 37% of families indicate a need for help in arranging therapy for their child. Staff is able to help guide families to these resources. Families also request for additional resources such as brochures discussing healthy relationships, internet safety, bullying, misbehavior, sexual development, and trauma. 12% of families discussed security concerns, which Susanne noted was often some type of security system for their home. Gentry asked about books and resources for parents when their children have experienced trauma. Susanne responded that the CJC has some but not a great quantity. Gentry will share some titles along with digital resources.
	C.	The CJC is still in the reaccreditation process. The NCA site visit is scheduled for June 10th and 11th with virtual site reviewers. The reviewers will want to meet with the board. The CJC will be distributing an updated MOU to all agencies for renewing signatures.
	D.	CJC South Valley has had new desks, storage, and other furnishings installed. In addition to staff desks, this will provide better space for visiting professionals. All traffic was diverted to North during the installation process, and the CJC has continued to drive cases to North. Feedback has been positive.
	E.	CJC Manager Lizet Torres departed the program after returning to maternity leave, and her position has been filled by Ryan Woodmansee who is joining from DCFS. Additionally, Susanne is retiring. Susanne put together a memory lane slideshow, showing highlights from the CJC from 1991 to 2004.

9.	Other Business – All Members
	A.	Susanne formally announces Ryan’s hiring as the new CJC Manager. The CJC is excited to have him in this role. With Ryan’s move, Gentry Holbrook has assumed the Child Welfare Administrator role at DCFS. 
		
		2024 dates
		June 10 or 11, TBD	NCA Site Review 
		August 12
		October 14
	
10.  	Motion to Adjourn 
	A.	Todd motioned to adjourned at 1:23. Asha seconded. All in favor, meeting adjourned.

