[bookmark: _Hlk97126492]MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE UTAH 
				ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE SERVICES COMMISSION
HELD THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2024.


[A copy of the final agenda was posted on the bulletin board at the DABS Administrative Office, emailed to the Salt Lake Tribune and the Deseret News, and posted on the Utah Public Notice Website by 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, December 18, 2024.]


Chair Stephen Handy called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  

Commissioners Present:   Stephen Handy, Jacquelyn Orton, Juliette Tennert, and Tom Jacobson.

Commissioner Participating Virtually:   Falyn Owens.

Staff Present:   Tiffany Clason, Executive Director; Cade Meier, Deputy Director; Todd Darrington, Finance Director; and Jeremy Sommerlath, Licensing & Compliance Administration Director.

Staff Participating Virtually:   Doug Murakami, Alcohol Education Director.

Also Present:  Samuel McHenry, Assistant Attorney General.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   

Erin Hinkel led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.


ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Mr. Handy introduced the commissioners and staff members that assist the commission.  Mr. Handy made the following announcements:

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]a.	Proposed Future Meeting Schedule:   (subject to change)
-	Thursday, January 30, 2025  - MASOB
	-	Thursday, February 27, 2025  - MASOB

b.	Holiday Store Hours
	-	Tuesday, December 24, 2024  (Christmas Eve)
			All state liquor stores will close at 6:00 p.m.
	-	Tuesday, December 31, 2024  (New Year’s Eve)
			All state liquor stores will close at 7:00 p.m.

c. 	Upcoming Holiday Closures:
	Liquor stores and the DABS administrative office and warehouse will be closed:
	-	Wednesday, December 25, 2024  (Christmas Day)
	-	Wednesday, January 1, 2025  (New Year’s Day)
	-	Monday, January 20, 2025  (Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day)

d.	Public Comments:
	-	Those present, please complete the form located at the back of the room.
	-	Those participating virtually, please email your name, city, topic, and affiliation (if 
applicable) to hotline@utah.gov by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 17, 2024.
	-	Comments will be addressed at the end of the meeting.


PARENTS EMPOWERED UPDATE:

Ms. Clason gave an overview of a press event at Lake Effect.  DABS partnered with the Department of Public Safety and WCF Insurance to urge drivers to add a sober ride home to their holiday plans.  WCF Insurance is sponsoring a voucher program for a $10 Uber ride credit.  The QR code and voucher information will be placed in the state stores.

Mr. Murakami provided an update on the plans for a DUI blitz/increase in law enforcement  personnel.  He noted that in 2023, 11,000 DUI arrests were made.


FINANCIAL UPDATE: 

Mr. Darrington provided an update on the financials for the fifth period of FY2025.  He noted that partially due to report timing, expenses have increased, and YTD revenues have decreased.  The department is on track to return $18.6 million to the general fund.

Mr. Darrington also noted that customers donated $87,989 to the Pamela Atkinson Homeless Trust Fund through the round up program.


OPERATIONS UPDATE: 

Ms. Clason reiterated the success of the sober ride home press event.  She also highlighted the donation campaign taking place in the retail stores.  Each store selected a charity and provided a bin to collect donations.  Charities range from pet supplies to food banks.  The campaign will continue into February.

Mr. Meier stated that the department will be accepting applications for Type 2 and Type 3 package agency contracts from January 10 to March 10, 2025.


VIOLATIONS:
*Referral Sources – Cache County Sheriff’s Office (CSO), State Bureau of Investigation (SBI), Unified Police Department (UPD), West Valley Police Department (WPD)

a.	Consent Calendar:

[The following Consent Calendar items include uncontested letters of admonishment (written warnings) and settlement agreements that have been agreed to and accepted by the licensees.  They are considered as a block with one vote unless one of the commissioners requests that any item be removed for individual discussion.]
	
(1)	Twilite Lounge, Salt Lake City				*SBI	(BAR)
(2) 	Rusty Nail Saloon, Midvale					*SBI	(BAR)
(3)	Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen #2213, Riverdale and Zandra	*SBI	(RF)
Evett (employee)
(4)	Rancho Markets, Millcreek and Deysi Castro (employee)	*UPD	(OP)
(5) 	El Paisa Grill, Ogden and Vernet Cruz Rodriguez		*SBI	(RF)
(employee)
(6)	London Belle & Amendment 21, Salt Lake City		*SBI	(BAR)
(7)	1750 Speakeasy, Springville					*SBI	(BAR)
(8)	PV Jalisco, Cedar City					*SBI	(BAR)
(9)	The Mad Moose Cafe, Weber County and Brigham Joyce	*SBI	(RL)
(employee)
(10)	Anaya’s Market West Valley, West Valley City and Brenda	*WPD	(OP)
Salvador-Adame (employee)
(11)	Ramblin Roads Restaurant, Ogden and Amy Espinoza 	*SBI	(RF)
(employee)
(12)	7-Eleven Store #27560C, Millcreek and Curtis Dennies	*UPD	(OP)
(employee)
(13)	Anaya’s Market, Logan and Maria Ortega Avalos 		*CSO	(OP)
(employee)

Mr. McHenry gave an overview of the items on the consent calendar noting they are complete and ready for action by the commission.  

Mr. Jacobson moved to approve the settlement agreements for items #1 to #13 on the consent calendar.  Ms. Orton seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Ms. Tennert, Mr. Jacobson, and Ms. Owens voted yea.  The motion passed.


LICENSEE RECOGNITIONS:  PASSED UTAH PUBLIC SAFETY SBI COVERT (CUB) INSPECTIONS:   

Ms. Clason reported that since the October meeting, 77 licensees passed the SBI inspections.  She congratulated those that passed and thanked them for following the alcohol safety laws.  


JANUARY 2025 LICENSE RENEWAL REMINDER:
	
a. 	Renewal Period January 1 to January 31, 2025 
-	Restaurant - Beer Only  (RB)
	-	Off-premise Beer Retailer State License  (OP)
	-	On-premise Beer Retailer - Recreational Amenity (BE)
	-	On-premise Beer Retailer - Tavern  (TV)

Mr. Sommerlath reminded those in attendance that the renewal period for the above licenses ends January 31, 2025.


CONSENT AGENDA:   

Mr. Sommerlath gave an overview of the items on the consent agenda.  He noted that the on-premise banquet applicant was stricken.  The balance of the items on the consent agenda are complete and ready for action by the commission.  

a.	Approval of the Minutes
		(1)	November 21, 2024 Commission Meeting		

b.	November License Renewal Campaign Results
(1)	316 license records meet statutory requirements for renewal
(2)	16 license records will not be renewed

 c.	Off-Premise Beer Retailer                                  
New Applicant:			          
(1)	Ruana Market #1, West Valley City  (conditional)				
	 
d.	On-Premise Banquet  
New Applicant:
(1)	West Ridge GC Cafe Parks & Rec, West Valley City  STRIKE 

e.	Special Use Permit  
	New Applicant:
		(1)	Eagle Works Manufacturing, LLC, Millville  (Industrial & Manufacturing)

f.	Add a Hotel Sublicense  
	New Applicants:
(1)	Deer Valley Resort, Park City  (Restaurant Full-Service)
(2)	Deer Valley Resort, Park City  (Bar)

g.	Restaurant Limited-Service  
New Applicants: 
(1)	White Tomato Artisan Pasta, Draper  (conditional)
(2)	Sukiya Sushi & Japanese Buffet, Orem  
(3)	Mensho Ramen, Salt Lake City  (conditional)
(4)	Junah Restaurant LLC, Salt Lake City  (conditional)	
(5)	Slice House by Tony Gemignani, Salt Lake City  (conditional)
(6)	Hank’s Bistro and Brew, Eden  (conditional)	
(7)	Pepper Lunch Riverton, Riverton  (conditional)

h.	Restaurant Beer-Only  
	New Applicant:
		(1)	Aroma Sports Bar and Grill, Roy  (conditional) 

Ms. Orton moved to approve the items on the consent agenda excluding item #d the on-premise banquet application.  Ms. Tennert seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Ms. Tennert, Mr. Jacobson, and Ms. Owens voted yea.  The motion passed.


LICENSE APPLICATIONS CONSIDERATION ITEMS:   
	
a.	Bar Establishment: 
License Change of Ownership:
(1)	Bout Time Pub & Grub West Valley, West Valley City  (violation history) 
(purchase agreement December 3, 2024) 
All Other Applicants:
(1)	Eleven Nightclub, Salt Lake City  (conditional) (projected opening January 
10, 2025)
(2)	Kiitos Brewing, Salt Lake City (conditional) (projected opening January 28, 
2025)
(3)	SnowmoBAR, Salt Lake City  (conditional) (projected opening January 1,
2025 and will surrender their Restaurant Full-Service License upon approval)

Rob Hansen gave an overview of the change of ownership application.  

Mr. Jacobson moved to grant a license change of ownership to #1 Bout Time Pub & Grub West Valley in West Valley City.  Ms. Tennert seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Ms. Tennert, Mr. Jacobson, and Ms. Owens voted yea.  The motion passed.

Rob Hansen gave an overview of the remaining applications noting there are seven full-year and two winter seasonal bar establishment licenses available.  In response to commissioner questions, Mr. Hansen noted there are 12 conditional bar establishment license holders that have not opened.  Mr. Jacobson asked that staff provide a list.

Mr. Jacobson moved to grant conditional bar establishment licenses for #1 Eleven Nightclub in Salt Lake City and #3 SnowmoBAR in Salt Lake City.  Ms. Tennert seconded the motion.

Mr. Jacobson asked if #2 Kiitos Brewing will be ready to open prior to the next commission meeting.  Mr. Hansen noted that the next meeting is January 30, and they plan to be opened January 28.  Mr. Jacobson withdrew his motion.

Mr. Jacobson moved to grant conditional bar establishment licenses to #1 Eleven Nightclub in Salt Lake City, #2 Kiitos Brewing in Salt Lake City, and #3 SnowmoBAR in Salt Lake City.  Ms. Tennert seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Ms. Tennert, Mr. Jacobson, and Ms. Owens voted yea.  The motion passed.

b.	Full-Service Restaurant:
License Change of Ownership:
(1)	Richie Lush’s Tennessee BBQ, Park City  (purchase agreement December 9,
2024)
(2)	Porch Restaurant, South Jordan  (conditional) (purchase agreement December 2, 2024)
Ready to Operate Applicants:
(1)	Don Miguel’s, Cedar City
(2)	Heber Hub, Heber City  (will surrender their Restaurant Limited-Service
License upon approval)
All Other Applicants:
(1)	The Continental, Provo  STRIKE
(2)	Cody’s Gastro Garage, Nephi  (conditional)
(3)	Back Spin Bistro, St. George  (conditional) (projected opening January 1,
2025)
(4)	Cosmica LLC, Salt Lake City  (conditional) (projected opening January 15,
2025)
(5)	Lucky Slice Pizza, Logan  (conditional) (projected opening February 1, 2025)
(6)	Hash Kitchen, Salt Lake City  (conditional) (projected opening February 14,
2025)

Craig Warr gave an overview of the applications noting that all other applicant #1 The Continental was stricken and that there are 69 year round and three summer seasonal full service restaurant licenses available.  

Ms. Orton moved to approve license ownership changes for #1 Richie Lush’s Tennessee BBQ in Park City and #2 Porch Restaurant in South Jordan.  Mr. Jacobson seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Ms. Tennert, Mr. Jacobson, and Ms. Owens voted yea.  The motion passed.

In response to commissioner questions, Mr. Warr noted that there are 20 conditional full service restaurant license holders that have not opened.

Ms. Tennert moved to approve full service restaurant licenses for #1 Don Miguel’s in Cedar City and #2 Heber Hub in Heber City.  Ms. Orton seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Ms. Tennert, Mr. Jacobson, and Ms. Owens voted yea.  The motion passed.

Ms. Orton moved to approve conditional full service restaurant licenses for all other applicants #2 Cody’s Gastro Garage in Nephi, #3 Back Spin Bistro in St. George, #4 Cosmica LLC in Salt Lake City, #5 Lucky Slice Pizza in Logan, and #6 Hash Kitchen in Salt Lake City.  Mr. Jacobson seconded the motion.  Mr. Handy asked for a roll call vote.  Mr. Handy, Ms. Orton, Ms. Tennert, Mr. Jacobson, and Ms. Owens voted yea.  The motion passed.


COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS AND PUBLIC:   

a.	Ms. Orton thanked customers for their donations to the Pamela Atkinson fund through the round-up program.  She also expressed concern about the 11,000 DUI citations in 2023.

b.	Art Brown from MADD thanked the department for their participation in the drive sober campaign and for suspending the Sugar House Pub bar license.  He also talked about the negative consequences of drinking and driving.

c.	Tanner Lenart noted that she will share the QR code for the drive sober campaign with her clients and on social media.  She also praised the new law that allows the department to prorate application fees.

d.	Duvan Botero from Club Karamba and Eleven Nightclub noted he has been a licensee since 1999 and follows the law by, for example, not serving alcohol after 1:00 a.m.  He expressed concern for the illegal parties that continue to serve alcohol after 1:00 a.m. and allow guests to bring their own liquor.


There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.
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