


Minutes: Utah Marriage Commission Meeting Agenda
Jan. 16, 2025, 1:00-2:15 pm
Recorded meeting available on Utah Public Notice Website. 
	When?
	What?
	Who?

	1:00
	Greetings
	Melissa Ballard

	1:05
	2024 Accomplishment Memo (Highlights)
Dr. Schramm highlighted accomplishments July-December 2024, including podcasts, webinars, relationship assessments, quick lessons and e-courses. 
	Dave Schramm

	1:15
	2025 Plans, Goals memo (Highlights) & Discussion
Dr. Hawkins focused discussion on 3 goals for 2025:
- Assist the Office of Families with their Success Sequence initiative. UMC submitted a report to USBE on how success sequence concepts are being taught in Utah schools. While some concepts are being taught, the sequence is not being taught.  
- planned e-courses (including Marriage Ready, Remarriage Ready, Stepfamily Ready, Stale & Stuck, Thinking about Divorce?, Should We Live Together?, and Becoming Parents). 
- Support development of statewide online marriage application and reporting system. Rep. Ballard updated the Commission on her discussions with county clerks and Office of Vital Statistics and Records. There are legislative efforts being considered to try to help county clerks and OVSR more efficiently get marriage licenses recorded. 
	Alan Hawkins

	1:30
	UMC Finances and Financial Issues (Highlights)
Dr. Higginbotham reviewed UMC financial support from marriage license set-asides, TANF, state grants, and corporate/private donations. No success yet in finding ongoing corporate and philanthropic sponsors. A few, small private donations. 
	Brian Higginbotham

	1:40
	Commission Member Roles/Activities:
Bruce Hough highlighted actions for Commissioners to promote UMC: 
1. Public awareness promotion – make those in your personal and professional circles aware of UMC resources.
2. Partnership Drive 2024 – cultivate 1-2 partnerships/sponsors with organizations that can support UMC.
3. Consider making a yearly donation to UMC (if you are in a situation to do so). https://extension.usu.edu/strongermarriage/donate
	Bruce Hough

	
	
	

	2:15
	Wrap-up
- 2025 tentative meeting schedule:
- May 15, 1:00 pm
- September 18, 12:00 pm (in-person meeting, luncheon)
- November 20, 1:00 pm
	Melissa Ballard



Attended:				Excused/Declined:
Crystal Painter				Lauren Roberts
Chelom Leavitt				Tanya Vea
Tiffany Christiansen			Tamara Fackrell					
Carol Spackman-Moss			Joe Needham
John Johnson				Tessa Hafen Stewart
Todd Weiler				Mary Catherine Perry
Melissa Ballard				Dave Thomas
Bruce Hough				Krista Sorenson			
Dav Evans			
Jeremy Boden
Jill Anderson
Brad Barnett
UMC Staff Attended:				
Brian Higginbotham					
David Schramm
Alan Hawkins
Justin Fague



