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NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION
January 9, 2025

Recording Link:

5:30 PM Regular Session: Meeting was held in person in the Orem City Council Chambers, 56 N. State Street, Orem, UT 84057

ATTENDING:
Commission Members: Rob Shaw, Margaret Black, Reed Farnsworth, Tami Moore, David Moulton, Jenny Scribner, Karen McCandless, Amy Green, Rachele Holmberg, Debbie Lamb, Carolyn Blosil, Linda Parkinson, Truman Van Cott, Mark Seastrand

City Council: LaNae Millet

City Staff: Debi D’Amico, Pete Wolfley, Jennica Jones, Keri Rugg, Makenna Thompson, Sergeant Robert Giles

ABSENT/EXCUSED:
Commission Members: Sunday Meservy, Sydney Dameron, Kim Anderson

1. Photos of Commission Members

2. Opening and Introductions
i. Jenny Scribner called the meeting to order and commenced the introductions
b. Resigning Commission Member: Cinzie Noble
i. Reed asked if there would be a replacement in mind for Cinzie Noble. LaNae said they are collecting applications currently and they can apply online.
c. Replacement Member: TBD
d. New Staff Member: Debi D’Amico

3. myHometown - Jim and Marilyn Barry, Orem City Chairs
a. Recent Changes
i. Jim introduced himself and his wife.
ii. Marilyn spoke about how well myHometown is doing and shared some statistics and class information. Funding from the Orem City and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. Very successful
b. Future Plans
i. Opening a second branch in Sharon Park and may use Sharon Elementary as the next Community Resource Center. If not they will use a local church building. The timing of this is tentative. Discussed another opening party and service projects in the Sharon Park neighborhood as a way to get the word out. Reed Farnsworth asked if they had connected with the Catholic Church in the area, and Jim replied that he had contacted them.
c. How We Can Partner?

i. Mark Seastrand wants myHometown to integrate with the community at the 9/11 day of service.
ii. Amy Green spoke about having her neighborhood event combined with the myHometown event. 

4. Commission Member Communication
a. Jenny Scribner has a concern in her area about a high frequency of red lights being run eastbound between 1600 N. and 400 W. Very close to State Street. Councilmember LaNae Millett mentioned that it is problematic because people are jetting from the freeway, she also mentioned that this is something that the police can help with. There will be a marathon coming up in the area Sergeant Robert Giles informed. He also stated that the traffic control team is fully staffed now and should be able to help with the issue. Ms. Millett mentioned Orem City will talk to traffic engineering about that area because it is a bit confusing while you are driving.
b. David Moulton stated that he requested an update on the 1600 North house project. This is the project where they are demolishing homes along the street to widen the road. The residents are asking questions about that project. The Fire Department is using these houses for training purposes.
c. Linda Parkinson had a bicycle group reach out and ask what was being done to slow traffic in the area of 1200 S. where a pedestrian was hit last year. Sgt. Giles said they had added some speed signs in that area.
d. Rachele Holmberg spoke about a concern for Airbnbs in the area, concerns about parking. rules about renting, and local laws. Who can be a landlord, permit questions, standard pricing for rentals, wondering if there is a contact in Orem City if a rental needs to be inspected because of water damage or something else? Jenny mentioned doing a social media post about the rules of Airbnb and rentals. Someone asked if there was a website page with contact information. Sgt. Giles said that you can contact NIT and there is a place online where you can report a home that you suspect has too many occupants or there are other issues such as parking. Debbie Lamb indicated a problem in her neighborhood because there are so many illegal occupants in a home and you can’t prove who is family and who is not. How can we get those people out if we can’t determine who is family or not? Truman mentioned the City sending something out about 6-foot-tall weeds and other things that are against the city code.
5. Beautification Update
a. Jenny turned the time over to Pete Wolfley who indicated the duties of the Beautification Commission have been absorbed by the Neighborhood Commission.
6. NIT/COP Update
a. Sgt. Giles spoke about how employees and businesses helped provide Christmas for families in need through fundraising that the Police Department put together
b. Sgt. Giles spoke about various Police events
i. “Read with Police” events
ii. “Meet-n-Greet” BBQs 
iii. Packaged meals for students to take home with them after school, working with the food bank on this one. He spoke in more detail about this at 40:15. 
iv. Citizen’s Academy and what that entails at 36:15 
7. Discuss and Schedule District Events for 2025
a. 46:10 - Discussion regarding neighborhood events/BBQs. Margaret Black inquired about refreshments. She asked if the city would consider paying for community BBQs. Ms. Millett stated that would be a budget issue and wouldn’t be discussed at this moment. Sgt. Giles indicated police could attend. 50:30
b. Jenny inquired about how we can advertise about neighborhood events and locations. Margaret wanted to know the purpose and Ms. Millett said it was connecting communities and connecting with each other. Jenny added, that Orem has gotten so large that the neighborhoods are important and it strengthens the City. 
c. Jenny spoke about how she loved the Harvest Festival and how incredible it was. She said she would love to have something like that in her neighborhood.
d. Sgt. Giles said a great thing would be to have Bike Orem to come by and the police can have the motorcycles be there too.
e. Keri Rugg indicated they could have a treat but also have something like a firetruck there too.
f. Ms. Millett wants to set up a City Center Tour for this commission
g. Mark mentioned sharing information and holding tours of the new water tank
h. Ms. Millett loved this idea and wants to educate the residents all about the water tank and what goes into a project like that. They spoke more in-depth about this at 1:00:00 - They mentioned that door-to-door flyers work great and get kids interested which will spur parental interest. Truman mentioned that needs differ based on each neighborhood demographic and that we should get these events on the calendar as soon as possible.
i. Reed spoke about with myHometown coming to Sharon Park will be a naturally occurring event. Focus on holding big events in different neighborhoods.
j. Margaret spoke about having the ability to email people in the neighborhood with contact lists provided by the city to which this was declined based upon privacy concerns.
k. Ms. Millett said to make sure no events conflict with other events going on at the schools
l. Sgt. Giles will send BBQ dates to Debi for disbursement.
m. Truman said he will volunteer to do the first event, as he has some creative ideas to get the community involved in his area 
i. Rob wants to wait and see what events will already be happening and try to piggyback off of those events.
ii. Ms. Millett spoke about the stamp passport idea and people just want something free but that was a good way to get people to listen first, get a stamp after.
iii. Keri said Pete will send out a calendar for city-wide events and if you pick a day with no conflicts we can work on getting the city involved with your neighborhood event, whether it be fire or police or something else. 
8. Scheduled Commission Leader Meetings for 2025 1:23:00
a. Ms. Millett recommended monthly meetings so that the commission can stay up to date on what things are going on in the city and can inform their communities themselves. Jenny motioned a vote for every other month, Unanimous 
b. Jenny motioned to meet every third Thursday at 5:30 pm; David seconded. Vote was passed unanimously.
9. Reviewed and Approved Minutes from 08/08/2024 Meeting 
a. Jenny motioned to approve, Truman seconded. Vote was passed unanimously.

10. Adjourn

Next Meeting: March 30th
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