
Community Renewable Energy Agency Board 
Meeting Minutes 

 
The Community Renewable Energy Agency Board met in a regular public meeting on Monday, 

December 2, 2024, at Millcreek City Hall, located at 1330 E. Chambers Avenue, Millcreek, UT 

84106 and participated electronically via GoToMeeting.  

 

PRESENT:          

   

Board Members    

In person       

Emily Quinton, Acting Chair, Summit County 

Jeff Silvestrini, Millcreek 

Drew Quinn, Holladay 

Christopher Thomas, Salt Lake City 

 

Electronic 

Lorenzo Long, Ogden 

Randy Aton, Springdale 

Pamela Gibson, Castle Valley  

Chris Cawley, Alta 

Luke Cartin, Park City 

Jeremy Rubell, Park City 

Patrick Schaeffer, City of Kearns 

Emily Paskett, Salt Lake County 

Alexi Lamm, Moab 

Samantha DeSeelhorst, Cottonwood Heights 

Joe Frazier, Oakley 

Roger Armstrong, Summit County 

Kyla Topham, Springdale 

Holly Smith, Holladay 

Suzzane Harrison, Salt Lake County 

Erinn Summers, Midvale 

          

In Person Attendees: Kurt Hansen, Millcreek; Alex Wendt, Millcreek; Phil Russell, attorney 

 

Electronic Attendees: Bob Davis, Division of Public Utilities; Brenda Salter, Division of Public 

Utilities; Samantha Pensari, Stewardship Utah; Monica O’Malley, Salt Lake City staff; Megan 

Nick, Summit County staff; Carmen Valdez, Heal Utah; Jeanne Evenden, Ogden resident; 

Melanie Hall, HEAL Utah 

 

Minutes by Alex Wendt, Millcreek Deputy Recorder. 

 

         

REGULAR MEETING – 1:00 p.m. 

TIME COMMENCED:  1:03 p.m. 
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1. Welcome, Introduction, and Preliminary Matters 

1.1 Purpose and Overview of Meeting 

 

1.2 Current Participation Percentages included in Board Packet 

 

2. Business Matters 

2.1 Approval of November 4, 2024, Board Meeting Minutes 

Board Member Quinn made the motion to approve the November 4, 2024, Board 

Meeting Minutes. Board Member Silvestrini seconded the motion. Acting Chair 

Quinton asked for the vote. All Board Members voted yes. The motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

2.2 Treasurer Report (Year-to-Date Contributions and Expenses).  

Board Member Silvestrini said the report is in the packet.  

 

2.3 Reports From Committees (Program Design, Low-Income Plan, 

Communications) 

Board Member Chris Cawley gave the report from the Communication Committee. 

They met in November and focused on workshopping social media and newsletter 

content related to filing part one of the program application. The committee discussed 

the upcoming legislative session and changes in membership following the recent fall 

elections. They are working on an updated list of legislative contacts. Board Member 

Cawley said that the Treasurer’s report did not capture a couple of invoices from Penna 

Powers totaling $2369.53 which leaves about $30,000 of the project budget remaining.  

 

Board Member DeSeelhorst gave the update from the Low-Income Plan Committee. The 

Low-Income Plan Committee has updated the low-income plans and added the plan for 

Midvale into the batch of plans compiled for the Program Application. The committee 

has been working with the Communication Committee on the energy affordability 

webpage, providing feedback on a draft before publishing a final version.  

 

Board Member Christopher Thomas gave the update from the Program Design 

Committee. Rocky Mountain Power (RMP) filed part 1 of the Program Application on 

November 19th,  Docket 24-035-55. Mr. Thomas sent a draft of the initial program rate 

spreadsheet to RMP for review.  

 

The Utah Renewable Communities Resource (URC) solicitation was filed by RMP on 

November 19th. The scheduling conference is set for December 3rd. The scheduling 

conference is a procedural step determining the timing of the comment period and 

hearing. The hearing could happen on January 31st or may be pushed back to the end of 

February to accommodate proceedings in RMP’s general rate case. The Program Design 

Committee is considering holding an open house for clean energy developers in 

December or January.  

 

To prepare for a January 21 program application filing, Mr. Thomas is asking the Board 

to consider a resolution addressing positions on program costs, benefits, and rates. Costs 

include anticipated resource costs and appropriate administrative costs. Benefits include 

how URC resources benefits should be calculated. Rates are what the initial program 
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rate should be, given the Board’s approach.  

 

Mr. Thomas spoke about the model participation ordinance. Light revisions are needed 

due to changes from the 2024 legislative session. To join the program, communities 

have 90 days from the date of Commission approval to adopt an ordinance. Proposed 

ordinance language must be included in the program application. The Board adopted 

model ordinance language at its January 2023 meeting. However, changes made to the 

enabling statute by the Utah legislature require the Board to make further revisions.  

 

The incoming Trump Administration may repeal all or some of the Inflation Reduction 

Act, including tax credits for clean energy. Clean energy developers think they may be 

able to lock in tax credits for projects that start construction in 2025 and come online by 

2028. New import tariffs could dramatically increase power plant construction costs and 

lead to higher interest rates to combat economy wide inflation. The Utah legislature 

wants to split PacifiCorp into a smaller utility serving Utah or just the mountain west 

states. Governor Cox wants to double Utah’s electric generation by 2034. There has 

been lots of interest from developers for the URC solicitation.  

 

Next steps for the Board include the December 3rd virtual scheduling conference for 

Docket 24-035-55. On January 6th the Board will consider the resolution regarding 

program design, and the lightly revised model ordinance. On January 21st Rocky 

Mountain Power should submit Part 2 of the Program Application.  

 

2.4 Public Comment 

There was no public comment.  

 

2.5 Board Member Comments.  

Acting Chair Quinton explained that earlier in the year, the Board was provided a 

resource outlining the Public Service Commission process. This document was created 

from a presentation given by the Agency’s outside counsel. It provides a succinct 

overview of the process and what Board Members should expect. Acting Chair Quinton 

said she would send the document to the Board Members again. She also mentioned that 

she may reach out to the Communications Committee to see about posting a link to the 

PDF online so that as Board Members hear terms like scheduling conference they can 

refer to the document for more information. 

 

2.6 Closed Session (If needed) 

At 1:44 p.m. Board Member DeSeelhorst made the motion to go into closed session 

per Utah State Code 52-4-205, for the purpose of discussing pending or reasonably 

imminent litigation. Board Member Silvestrini seconded the motion. The Millcreek 

Deputy Recorder called for the vote. Board Member Silvestrini voted yes, Board 

Member Fraiser voted yes, Board Member DeSeelhorst voted yes, Board Member 

Gibson voted yes, Board Member Cawley voted yes, Board Member Aton voted yes, 

Board Member Smith voted yes, Board Member Quinn voted yes, Board Member 

Rubell voted yes, Board Member Lamm voted yes, Board Member Long voted yes, 

Board Member Harrison voted yes, Board Member Armstrong voted yes, Board 

Member Thomas voted yes. The motion passed unanimously. 
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Board Member Silvestrini moved to come out of the closed session at 2:52 p.m. 

Board Member Thomas seconded the motion. Acting Chair Quinton called for the 

vote. All Board Members voted yes. The motion passed unanimously.  

3. Adjournment

Board Member Silvestrini moved to adjourn the meeting at 2:54 p.m. Board

Member Aton seconded the motion. Acting Chair Quinton called for the vote. All

Board Members voted yes. The motion passed unanimously.

APPROVED: ______________________________ Date 

Dan Dugan, Chair 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________ 

Emily Quinton, Secretary 

1/15/25


