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	PROVO MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
Work Meeting Minutes
2:30 PM; August 6, 2024
Provo Peak Room
Hybrid meeting: 445 W. Center Street, Provo, UT 84601 or https://www.youtube.com/provocitycouncil 


Agenda 

Roll Call 
Council Chair Katrice MacKay, conducting
Council Vice-Chair Rachel Whipple
	Councilor Becky Bogdin
	Councilor Craig Christensen
	Councilor Gary Garrett
	Councilor George Handley
	Councilor Travis Hoban 
	Mayor Michelle Kaufusi


Business
Item 1: Update on Provo River Bridge and Trail at 820 North (24-067) 0:05:30
Gordon Haight, Director of Public Works, presented an update on the Provo River Bridge and Trail project at 820 North. He noted that the project had been included in the city’s general plan since 1977. The current bridge, dating back to the early 1960s, has reached the end of its lifecycle. Provo City secured $13.6 million in funding for the project, with the city providing a 7% match, bringing the total project cost to approximately $13.7 million.
Vern Keeslar, Traffic Manager, detailed the public outreach process, which involved multiple meetings with local neighborhoods. A public meeting on June 6th was attended by over 60 residents, whose input led to design adjustments. Key changes included closing the road earlier than initially planned and incorporating traffic calming measures into the design.
David Nicholson, Engineer, presented the proposed cross-sections for the bridge. Based on public feedback, the design had been modified to propose an 83-foot-wide bridge, accommodating current and anticipated future needs. The interim design narrows the road to 45 feet, with provisions for future expansion to include bike lanes and wider pedestrian walkways.
Councilor Handley inquired about the triggers for the full build-out of the bridge. Nicholson explained that this would depend on public funding availability and traffic thresholds, estimating a timeline of 18-20 years before expansion might be necessary. Councilor Hoban requested more specific data on traffic numbers or other metrics that would prompt the full build-out. Councilor Whipple asked about the bridge’s projected lifespan, which Nicholson confirmed to be 75 years. Councilor Garrett sought clarification on the extent of bike lanes and pedestrian walkways beyond the bridge. Nicholson noted that these would transition into existing facilities, with specific distances determined by grade and existing infrastructure.
The council discussed potential future developments in the area, including the possibility of grade separation for nearby railroad crossings and the impacts of the project on adjacent schools.
Item 2: An ordinance amending Provo City Code Chapter 14.15 (Residential Manufactured Home Park Zone); Citywide application (PLOTA20240155) 0:22:22
Aaron Ardmore, Planner, presented an ordinance to amend Provo City Code Chapter 14.15, which governs the Residential Manufactured Home Park Zone. The proposed amendment sought to remove garages as a permitted accessory use in these zones, clarifying that garages were never intended as permanent structures.
Councilor Whipple asked about the legality of existing garages and the enforcement process. Mr. Ardmore explained that some garages had been constructed without proper permits and noted that enforcement actions to address these issues were ongoing.
Councilor Bogdin inquired about the rationale for increasing the allowable fence height from six feet to seven feet. Mr. Ardmore clarified that this change was intended to align with updates made to similar provisions in other areas of the city code, ensuring consistency.
The council deliberated on the potential impacts of the amendment on residents and compliance measures moving forward.
Item 3: A discussion regarding an ordinance to amend Provo City Code for parking requirements in the Mixed-Use Zones; citywide application (PLOTA20240173) 0:26:30
Aaron Ardmore, Planner, presented an ordinance to amend Provo City Code Section 14.21.140, addressing parking requirements in mixed-use zones. The proposed amendment sought to standardize parking requirements by eliminating the automatic reduction that had previously been allowed, thereby aligning these requirements with those of other zones.
Chair MacKay expressed support for the proposed changes, noting that this issue had been a long-standing concern for the council.
The council considered the implications of the amendment on future developments and its potential impact on residents and businesses within mixed-use zones.


Item 4: A discussion regarding an ordinance to amend On-premises Short Hold Time Electronic Display Sign standards; citywide application (PLOTA20240164) 0:28:29
Aaron Ardmore, Planner, presented a discussion regarding an ordinance amendment to modify standards for on-premise short hold time electronic display signs. The amendment had been requested by Lisa Hancock on behalf of a medical building on North Canyon Road to permit multiple tenants to advertise their businesses on a shared sign.
Mr. Ardmore explained that due to zoning restrictions, only approximately five properties within the corridor would qualify to utilize the proposed code changes. He noted that the Planning Commission had reviewed the proposal and recommended its approval.
Chair MacKay highlighted that the applicant had agreed to position the sign on the south side of the building, ensuring minimal impact on nearby residential areas.
Councilor Bogdin inquired whether a development agreement could be implemented to secure compliance with the placement of the sign. Mr. Ardmore clarified that a development agreement was not applicable for a text amendment but assured the council that compliance would be enforced through the sign permit process.
The council discussed the potential impacts of the amendment and the measures in place to mitigate concerns related to sign placement and community standards.
Item 5: A discussion regarding an ordinance to amend the Zone Map classification of real property located at 210 S 500 W, from Residential Conservation (RC) Zone to General Commercial (CG) Zone – Franklin Neighborhood (PLRZ20240163) 0:42:08
Mary Barnes, Planner, presented a discussion on an ordinance to amend the zone map classification for the property at 210 South 500 West, changing its designation from Residential Conservation (RC) to General Commercial (CG). The applicant requested this rezone to facilitate the creation of a legal short-term rental.
Ms. Barnes explained that while the property abuts existing commercial uses to the south, the surrounding properties are predominantly residential. She noted that both the general plan and the Franklin Neighborhood Plan designate this corner as single-family residential.
The Planning Commission reviewed the request and recommended its denial, citing concerns about incompatibility with the residential character of the street and potential reductions in housing supply.
Councilor Handley expressed concerns regarding the RC zone’s restrictive nature, particularly in limiting creative housing solutions. Councilor Whipple suggested that requiring owner-occupancy for short-term rentals could be a viable approach but acknowledged that such measures were not part of the current proposal.
The council deliberated on the implications of the rezone, weighing the need for additional flexibility against the importance of preserving residential zoning and housing availability.
Item 6: A discussion regarding an ordinance to prohibit parking in front of mailboxes in certain areas in proximity to Timpview High School (24-060) 0:56:35
David Pyle, Intern, presented a discussion on an ordinance to prohibit parking in front of mailboxes in specified areas near Timpview High School. The proposed boundaries were detailed, covering streets identified as frequent sources of complaints.
Mr. Pyle outlined the proposed restriction, which would prohibit parking within 10 feet on either side of mailboxes between 6 AM and 6 PM, Monday through Saturday.
Councilor Bogdin asked about the volume of complaints prompting this proposal. Sandra Bussio, Parking Program Manager, reported receiving 2-3 inquiries daily regarding mailbox-related enforcement in the Timpview area.
Councilor Christensen, a resident near the affected area, expressed support for the ordinance but questioned the necessity of enforcing the restriction on Saturdays.
The council discussed the ordinance’s potential effects on parking availability during school events and emphasized the importance of educating students and residents about the new regulations.
Item 7: A discussion regarding the Provo City Council Housing Summit (24-071) 1:08:23
Melia Dayley, Policy Analyst, Michael Sanders, Policy Analyst, and David Pyle, Intern, presented information about the upcoming Provo City Council Housing Summit, scheduled for October 10, 2024. The summit is designed to bring together diverse stakeholders to address the challenges and explore solutions related to homeownership in Provo.
Ms. Dayley provided an overview of the preparation timeline, which includes collaboration with the Utah League of Cities and Towns (ULCT), city staff, and the development of a housing review guide for council members. She also highlighted the Utah Housing Conference in September as an opportunity to gain valuable insights ahead of the summit.
Mr. Sanders outlined the structure of the summit, emphasizing its focus on the council’s goals, existing city initiatives, challenges, and potential state-level assistance. The agenda will include a presentation on Provo’s housing story, an interactive activity, and facilitated discussions.
Councilor Whipple proposed incorporating a quiz or contest to encourage council members to deepen their understanding of Provo’s housing challenges and opportunities.
The presenters stressed that the summit would be council-led (not staff). The ultimate goal is to position Provo as an informed and proactive partner in addressing housing issues alongside state legislators.
Item 8: A discussion regarding the Provo Youth City Council (24-072) 1:22:52
Justin Harrison, Council Executive Director, presented a discussion about the Provo Youth City Council. He noted that Helen Peterson, who had been managing the program, was retiring, necessitating a decision on the program’s future.
Council members raised several concerns and suggestions during the discussion, including:
· The importance of fostering more interaction between the city council and youth council members.
· Exploring potential partnerships with local schools or universities to support the program.
· Evaluating whether the program should remain in the city code.
· Considering the designation of a council member as a liaison to the youth council to strengthen connections.
The council deliberated on these points, emphasizing the need for input from local youth to shape the program’s direction.
Motion
Councilmember Whipple made a motion to remove the Youth City Council program from the city code. 
Councilor Hoban moved to amend the original motion to transfer the Youth City Council program from the city code to the council handbook. Councilor Bogdin seconded the motion. 
The amended motion passed with a vote of 6-1, Councilor Handley opposed.
The discussion underscored a commitment to continuing the program with an updated approach that aligns with current needs and opportunities.
[bookmark: S8151]Adjournment
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