 M I N U T E S 

Rich County Soil Conservation District

Regular Board Meeting, November 13th, 2024
Location: 195 N Main Street 

 Randolph, Utah 84064
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President (absent)
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 

Judy Stuart, Treasurer 

Braden Cornia 

Yale Johnson (absent) 
Cole Weston 
Conservation District Supervisors Absent: 
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Jace Farnsworth, Conservation Planner 

Justin Elsner, District Conservationist 
Taylor Payne, GIP (absent)
Jayme Kofoed, Conservation Planner 

Reganne Briggs, Utah State University Extension (absent)
Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Cole Weston called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were emailed prior to the meeting along with hard copies provided at the start of the meeting.  Braden Cornia made a motion to approve the minutes, Judy Stuart seconding and unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Financial Report-Jeanne Weston

It was stated that currently there is $79,757.88 in the general operating fund. The deposits recorded were interest on 9/27 interest for $29.87, 10/7 for ISM Grant $10,750.00 and 10/25 for interest $23.23.
The check that processed were for: none
The checks that have not processed are: Eight Bar Ranch for $200.00 #301 and Woodruff Stock Association for $200.00 #306, Clark wages for $1,117.50 #312, Planner wages for $15,927.11 #313, ISM chemical to Nutrien Ag Solutions for $8,744.40 #315, and Auxiliary Quilt tickets for $50.00 #314.
There are no known outstanding bills at this time.
AGENDA ITEM
Jace Farnsworth- UDAF update
The ARDL has a new option to help with the Easement program. You can now request up to $40,000 to cover your up front costs. This will help pay for the cost of appraisals and the additional fees with 0% interest. Then once you are approved for the easement it can be paid off. If anyone is looking into an easement let Jace know and he will help them get set up.
Water Op- January 1st through February 28th is the sign-up time. $15 million for canals and $15 million for on farm will be awarded. Those interested will need to meet with the engineer. 

ISM Grant- Jace is going to get with TJ Hoffman to see how much area he has covered and names of producers that he sprayed for.
Local work group- A date for the local work group meeting needs to be decided. It is very important for the SFP’s. Last year we had one of the better turn outs at the event. Jessica said most of hers went off applications. It is a meeting for bringing agencies and possible funding options to address the needs of local producers. The agencies will explain resources they have to address the needs of local producers. Justin said that we should have lots of different agencies that have funds for conservation practices present. Jayme said that she can get cookies again. Cole said that we should shoot for the same time of year, which was December. Jessica said that we can talk about the current SFP’s. December 11th is our next meeting it was proposed for the local work group meeting to be on the same day. It was stated that the local work group meeting be at 1:00pm and CD meeting at 2:00pm in the senior citizen meeting. Jeanne is going to schedule the senior citizen building. After talking to Joelle Hatch- Tuesday December 10th was workable at 1:00pm for the local work group meeting. The CD district will meet after that. Jayme said that she will hang up signs, Jayme will send out texts.

The National convention- each district needs to purchase a basket or pay Kristy Davis for the national convention. Judy Stuart made a motion and Braden Cornia seconded to pay Kristy Davis (UACD) for the basket. It was not stated how much money but can be paid. It was unanimously approved to pay what is needed though. Jeanne will look into how much the basket will cost and get back to the supervisors.
The UACD had a meeting that stated they were not going to fund a soil health equipment grant. It is being addressed and trying to appeal this topic.
AGENDA ITEM
Justin Elsner– NRCS
The field office is working on CSP renewals at this time. At the end of the fifth year, they are able to renew for another five years. All the CSP contracts that are set to expire are being addressed, assessments and rankings are taking place. The goal is to have them in place by December 10th. They are also working hard to get the annual payments submitted. They have the option to take the payment in this year or next year. 
November 1st was the deadline for CSP and EQUIP applications. They are getting cost estimates to have the assessments and rankings done by January 31st. They moved this up to get the contracting work done and be available if any national funds do become available. 

They posted a description for a National Research position. The applicant has accepted the job and background checks are going on right now. After the first of the year, the applicant will be here in the position. Justin stated that “this office and this county it has come alive.” Through outreach efforts a lot of good this have gone on and required new staff. 

AGENDA ITEM
Jesica Anderson- NRCS

She took new job and will be moving up in the state office. She is not sure when her new position will officially start. Jusin expressed the excellent job Jessica as done. She will be able to telework. Cole wondered about covering Jessica’s job. Justin said that there is a lot of uncertainty at the moment. The inflation reduction act has required more positions but they do not know if that act will stay. Justin said the logan office will be providing support. 
AGENDA ITEM
Jayme Kofoed- Conservation Planner

Jayme has been helping Justin and helped with Water-Op payments. She is starting to do Water Op outreach and is available to help withs the applications. 

DISTRICT BUSINESS

Cole Weston- Chair 
Next meeting will be held on December 10th with local work group meeting (probably 2 hours) at 1:00pm and then CD meeting following.
The SERA forms were filled out. Jace explained that after July 1st the supervisors will be paid hourly and paid at the end of the year. 
Cole Weston made a motion with Judy Stuart seconding to pay the SERA, this was unanimously approved.
Braden Cornia made motion and Cole Weston seconded for Judy attending the UACD convention and to get reimbursed. This was unanimously approved. 
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Judy Stuart moved to adjourn the meeting and Braden Cornia seconded, unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:00pm. 
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